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" DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

MAREATIVE:

On the morning of 18 July 1945, Lt, Titbetts wag scheduled to ferry an A-26B.15
aircraft from this Fleld. He had thoroughly ground checked the aircraft at the |
hardstand before taxiing out for takeoff, Being in a three-ship flight, he put on {
the parking brakes until it was his turn to take-off, To begin his take-off R
*ibbetts reieased his brakes and advanced the throttles to 25 inches manifold
pressure, ine aircraft started slightly to the right; the pilot tapped the left
brake but the aiseraft contimued to the right, The nose started to sink and the
propellers hit the runway, The engines were stopped immediately., ine aircraft
had not rolled more than 5 feet before 'th_:zm'fllqpnd.

bl

IMMEDIATE CAUSE:

Col iapse of nose wheel,
UNDEELYING Causse

Failure of Brace Assembly, Nose Wheel (left) Side.
RSPONSISILITY:

Material FTailure 100%,
RECOMMANDAT IUNS:

See Wnsatisfactory meport,

INCLOSURES: 7
Incl #) « Stetement of Pilot,
Tne)l #2 « Stetement of Mizht Surgeon
Incl #° « Statement of Bngineering Officer (Sqydn)
Incl #l « Statement of Crew Chief,

1y Inel #5 « Statersnt of Flying Control Officer

Incl #6 « AAF Fom 5 :
Incl #7 = Photozrarhs N

po—. P

s B, AYLESWORDN, q
Codondl, Air Corps, .
Commanding,

dantt_; K dtih,

HAROLD A, RADETSKY, Lt.v Col., AC
7 Deputy Uroup Commander,
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; *18 July 1945 %

STATEHENT

™e A-7ABu15 sirersft AAF No, 42-22778 T was piloting was thorourhly ground
shantmA on the hardstend hefore texiing out for tele.off with a thres ship fliht,

T ml1ed into nosition Mhind the number 1 gireraft and id1led my enzines ef
1E00 yrm with the fue) boosters in "lov® Yhoost position, At the proper time inter.
vel tetwman talm-off of eaach sivareft, T relessed my brakes, placing the fuel
boostar switches in "hipgh® position end niyensed the throttles to 2% inches manie
£old rras-ure to atart my roll, Tha sirereft startsl slightly to the risht, end %o
sorrect, T tanped ihe left brake, THe =2irsraft continmed to pull %o the riocht, end
at this tire, the nose started to sink down and the provellers dus into the runway,
Trredintely the ancines were ~mt by use of the mixture somtrolg. Then in succession,
T aut the memato and hettery awitehes, The siraraft 244 not roll over 5 fest bafore
the mar sollareed,

/8/C3CAR N. TIBERTTS,
/%/ OSCAR N, TIEFRTTS,
lst Lt., A‘r Corps

Captain, Alr Corps,
Asst, Omar-tiong Officer,

405

P RESTRICTED

el el s s — E— N - e ——




e e e L e

18 July 104

STATEMENT

The airereft in vhich T was 2 pes-enger in the jumr seet and piloted by
Lt, Tihbatts toxiied ont to the end of the runwey =rd pulled up Mhind the
number 1 aircreft in the £144%, The number 1 ~nd pumber 2 sirereft took off
an? Lt, Tihtetts mlled up 4nte tale.off postion vhere he relegsed the breles
end was advancing throttle when the nose whesl collepsed, We 414 not move
more then 2 o ) feet vhen this ocourred,

/a/ DONALD J, REICHRRT,
/t/ DCNALD J. REICHRRT,
Ceptain, MC,
Flizht Sarpeon,

Cantain, Alr Corre,
h't. 0:?91'8’.1'7!!8 Officer.
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18 JULY 1945

I

JATEMERT

| MACE A THOROUGH 1INV

“

‘ CRAFT,
A=26B=15, AAF NO, 43-2237€ FOR SAFE FLIGHT PRIOR TO TAKE-OFF
AND MO WECHANICAL DEFECTS EXISTED OTHER THAN THOSC SHOWN ON
THE AAF FORN 1A,

ESTISATION AND DETERMINED THAT ALL
POSSIBLE PRECAUTIONS HAD 2EEN TAKEN TO FIT THIS Al

Qs DG N osnnn,
ARNCLD A, HARRISON,
APTAIN, AR CORPS,

REo RICTED




RESTRIC:.Y - :

168 JULY 16435

STAITLEERT

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT ALL NECESSARY INSPECTIONS AND LAIN-
TENANCE HAD PEEN PERFORMED A!D ALL DEFECTS WERE PROPCALY SHOWN
ON AAF FORMS 418 AND 1A PRIOR TO THE LAST FLIGHT OF AIRCRAFT
A-26B-15, AAF NO, 43-22378,

tty)ma(ﬂ /ﬂ

/7 AYNOND C, DEC No,
T/" T., AIR CORPS,
CREW CHIEF.

RESTRICico




s RESTRIC. 2

STATEMENT 3

T— -

18 JULY 1945

AT 0230 13JULY 45, A-26 #43-22378 *0%®, PILOTED BY 1ST. LT. OSCAR
N. TIBBETTS, 0-867 597, TAXIED TO RUNWAY 13 FOR TAKE OFF, THE NOSE
WHEEL OF THE A/C COLLAPSED JUST AS IT WAS ABOUT T0O TAKE OFF,

SURFACE WINDS AT TIME OF ACCILENT INDICATED O70 AT 7 M.P.H, USUAL
MORNING INSPECTION OF AIRFIELD WAS UADE AT 0O730. BOTHK GROUP OPERATIONS
AND SOD*N OPERATIONS WERE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY, C=2 WRECKER WAS CALLED

TO THE SCENE TO REMOVE A/C,
‘ﬁ,ézifca/‘;%i:4zé£:/
JACK P, BARTON

CAMPT . Ao Ci
S.F.C.0,
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w DEPARTMENT
R AAF Form No. 54
(Rewised 2-18-43)

TO BE FILLED IN BY STATION

WAR ' DEPARTMENT

ARMY AR FORCES

UNSATISFACTORY Rl-:Pom‘

i
ASC SERIAL Ne I REFER TO | CLAss

LEAVE BLANK

STATION SERIAL No. | DATE sussmiTTE®
_&_SQ.M 1_8'_&1‘_5,“- (Ses AAF Rag 15-54 for Information on Praper Use of this Farm) _| 77_4}__-_]
R lm ORGANISATION

AAF Station A=59

ye 416%h Bomd Group (L) ;

! sussscy |ProveryCass-Neme  DBrace Assspbly, lose Manufacturer AAF Order or Shipping No
asponr | 01D Whaal Side ‘ Douglas
AIRCRAFT—Model & AAF Serisl No ENGINE Model & AAT Sarial No T Ok Y—lrpe. o
ﬂ 1 9
UR A26B=15 }3-22778 R-2800=71 'w‘“" Wheel Gfar. M T1280 UR
LAST O, | R, —Dapot Date “Fiying Time Sine Fiying |
= | T——
ONLY
ENGINE | CASY OVERHAUL=Depet Hours Since Bepots and Fours st each Previous Overhaul
REPORTS
ONLY
P Name Ne.
UR A | Brace Assend 1v, Noss Whee) Side PN 1123487 UR
R Time in Use Quantity on Hand Quantity Known Defective| No of Previous Fallures | Manfacturer Tnspacior's No. or y
T 254320 2 82 A/C 1 2 Dourles |
Indicate by X~ Heid Sent unoer Sent in Repairad and Disposed of To Overhau!
Dspostion o me and Princs for epu e Actached Rewwrnedts | X (Lzvian Fochy

GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS, PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW

EXPEDIT

(Use only applicabls speces above —Avold unnecessary repaetition)

1,

2.

Failure of sbiect Brace Assembly

, Nose Wheel (left) Side, rart nurmder 4127687,

oconrred in the form of Muekling or bending of the tubing portion of this drace

sy and realted in feilure

Pilot was besinnin-

of the nos® wheel ear,

vhen nose whesl peer collensed, No oracks
r the visuiel inapection

talecoff mn

or

civen

distortions mm noted 4n the nose wvheal pear durin
the airplane ‘mredistely rrior to feilure, Damage to the adrplens will necessie
tate ™nlasamant of both encsinas and both proyellers, as well as a comnlete nose

wheel pear,
2, Resormendationst

h, Dispositions

S:hiest brace asserbly ™mained on the aireraft which wes turned
over to the 1A7th Adir Servies Group for mvairs,

Corractive antion is atated 4n curmnt Teehnical Orders,

Qullfasiih gt

2nd Lt., Air Corvs,
Enrinearins Officar,

ROUTI

SEND ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES DIRECT TO COMMANDING GENERAL
HQ. AIR SERVICE COMMAND, PATTERSON FIELD, FAIRFIELD, OHIO.

U
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EEADQUARTERS
uﬂmwu.)

SUNEOTy Trensmittal of AAF Form 14.

™ ¢+ Commanding General, 9%h Alr Divisicon, APO 140, U, S, Ay,
Transuitted erewith 1s the AAF Form 14 end inclosures (in gquade

muplieats) on secident of let Ls, Ossar N, Tibletts in airemafs A-268-15

AOSN 5-22378, 18 July 1945.

Jor the Commanding Officer

GBORGR N,
Najor, AMlr
Ad Jubant,

Inels
AAY Form 14 and inclosures (in quadruplisate),

360,33 1st Ind, EeQe]

' HBADQUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U, €. ARNY, 31 July 1945,

'o‘ umw.m‘&m,mm,u.’.w.

1, Sulmitted in compliance with Memersndum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Foree,
dated 5 Mareh 1945. ‘

2. Delay in sublmission due to coordinetion snd further investigstion within
this headcusrters, © '

For the Commending Cemeral:

P !-1“ /}l,"u e v
Ingl 1 = AAF Form 14 (in trip) o, .
Incl 2 = Statement of Pllot (in trip) D777 -y
Incl 3 = Statement of Flight Surgeon (in trdp) ™
Incl 4 = Statement of Engireering Officer (Sqdmn) (in trip)



Wt e REsrRICTED |,
| 360,33 2nd Ind,

HEADQUARTERS, NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, U S Army, 20 August 15LS.

To: Commanding General, AAF, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina, (Attn: Chief, Fly-
ing Safety.)

Report of Aircraft Accident Committee annroved.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

. “Jm" Ao S.DO.
1 Incl: AAF Form No. 14 w/7 Incls, Asst Adj General,

-2 -
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HTADQUARTERS
416TH BOMEARD:ENT GROUF (L)

Offine of the Commerdin- Of®icer
AFO 140, U, S, Army,
an July 19LF,

STRIECT, Trenemittal of AAF Form 1),

F TO ) Cormending General, 9th Air Division, APO 110, U, S, Army,

Trarnag i+tted harewith 4o +4ha ALF Pavm ]’ an? fvsloamyen (1:1 (SRLT T
mnlisnte) on accident of let Lt, Oscar N, Tit'etts in airoreaft A26BulS
ACRY 722978 18 Tuly 10L5,

A

el 4 i
: GEORGE SCHRNMRIN,

Ms ior, Alr Corrs,
A2 Sutent,

Inely
AAF Form 1) and dpelosuma (4n cusdriplicets),
- " .
360.33 1st Ind, E-Q-3

HEADQUARTERS 9TH AIR DIVISION, APO 140, U, S. ARMY, 31 July 1945,
T0: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U. S. Army,

1, Sulmitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air Force,
dated 5 March 1945.

2. Delay in submission due to coordination and her investigetion within
this headquarters. '

For the Commanding General:

8 Incls:
Incl 1 = AAF Form 14 (in trip)
Incl 2 = Statement of Pilot (in trip)
Incl 3 - Statement of Flight Surgeon (in trip
Incl 4 - Statement of Engineering Officer (Sqdn
Incl 5 - Statement of Crew Chief (in trip)

T 7 .
_ 4 LV "N
. J REMIN
.Y ’9/ Captain, Air Corps,
‘. e

Incl 6 = Statement of Flying Control Of icer (in trip) 40
Incl 7 = ALY Form 54 (in trip 5
Incl 8 - Photographs (in trip

-
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