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(Brief narrative of accident. Ineclude stat t of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition) g
NAHRATTVE g . » .

On ¢ Febhruary 19“ Lr, Canvon wes _retursing fram an opgretionsl mission in air-
areft A.-?‘B-'«" AR, Yo, J1-39221, Begaues of a sh ortege of gesoline he found it
nean ssary 4o mr}'n & lending short of bis home base, He wao wing en en? was umesrtsin
of hia noaition, Co -y:,_rqrtly, he ealled *Roselse®, the emergency homing facilities
wish had teen dspimated for thet mission, end reguasted afd in locating en aveilable
airfiald, Howwer, "Rugel8e® informed him +het the: s, ld not acsist him, snd ine
atmicted him to sontact other homing Pecilities, After ungucscsaful efforts to contast
both *3weapetakea® and-"Parade® ho szsin contacted "Roselsef, He told them that he
would-need Lixmdiate aid, He wes then directad to an aivatxip which was under ‘eonstruo-
tion znd unserviesable, He pgain sslled "Rogalee®, 4nfomes them thet he eo'1d not lend
@t the pirfield dscigmeted, and agsia requested mmm aide Waen he wes teld that he
wonld hawe to stend by, h? decided thet it would be negassary to mal® a wheels up lande
l!-n" in an "‘I‘ﬂ'} f"‘ld.

Feilure of existing Homing facilities to properly assist pilot in fizding an
availsble airfield,

ENDATION

If emergency homing st:tioms do not have facilitiees for properly haoming an eir-
eraft, they should not be -designeted s» 2mergenoy facilities for an operational
mission, If the homing atation did bave these facilities availeble, an airoraft was
loat through®pure regligence, Combat pilots must be abls to depend upon de signated
emrgensy facilities,
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INCICOTHESy L

Incl, #1 - Stetement of Pilot,

Tncl. #2 ~ Stetewent of Gunner, :
Inel, #3 - Stetement of Engineering Ufficer,
Incl, #4 = Stetemnt of Crew Ohisf,
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9 Pebruary 1945

STATEXENZ

on 9 Pebruary 1945 I was pilot of an 2-26 aireraft, sAF 1o 41-39331 and
made a wheels up landing in a plowed field near peek, golland., The pgause of
this emergency landing was lack of fuel and inability to get a suitable air
strip by Homing facilities,

Upon reaching 10,000 feet, I had to go into High plower in order to
stay in formation. My rpm ranged from 2300 to 2400 and my manifold pressure
was 43 to 46 inches, T realized that I would run very short of fuel but
elected to go in on the target and then get a Homing from Roselee om #C#
channel, I had my guoner check for gas siphoning continually and there was
no evidence that this condition existed, poth engines were throwing & suall
amount of oil,

Five minutes past *Time Qver Target® and with 4O gallons im my main
tanks, T pulled out of formation and dropped my bombs, [UpoRn dropping my
bombs, T turned to a heading of 270 degrees and called Roselee on ¢ Channel.
T estimate the time of this call at 1500 bhours., (pon establisning contaet
with Roselee, I was told to contact gweepstaies on Channil Qs I eould not
sontact gweepstakes and tried to comtact parade on D and them on Be At this
time T hed let down from 12000 feet to 9000 feet and I called Roselee once
more and told them that T could not contact gweepstakes or rFerade and
stressed my need for a fieid, Roselse informed me to stand by for a few
minutes, weiting for 2 or 3 minutes, I called Roselee again and this time
they gave me & heading to a field which was incomplete., I told them that I
needed another field and that my ges was almost gone and they told me to
stand by again, The time was then 1525 and I told them that if they could
pot give me a field immediately I would bave to crash land., KO answer re-
ceived, I called them and said that I bad picked a field and would crash
land there, Roseles acknowledged my message and asked for amother long
count, This given, they said ®Roger, out.w

My switeches were cut prior to landing and I bheld the nose off as long
as possible. There was visible damage to both props, the rear fairing on
the left nacelle, the lower turret and periscope, There was o evidence of
wrinkles in the fuselags or wings., Thes was minor flak damage to the wings.

Neither me nor my gunner sustained any imjuries in the landing.

Afm&a\
IOVICK E. CAIRICN»
ist [t., Ar (cpos,
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STATEKEXT

I Was gunner on A-26p=25, AAF No. 41=39531, piloted by ist [t [pvick E.
Cannoni, We wels Oh & combat mission and about haifway to the bomb line the pilot
calied and told me we would bave to land and refuel ok the retura trip. Awhile
after crossiug the bomb line the pilot called and told me to salvo the bombs woen
ne pulied out of formatiom, I did @#o, then we started back, as we neared the
bomb line we were almost out of fuel, poth of us were looking for a field te
land on but nsither of us saw one. A8 the engines began sobowing signs of rumning
out of fuel the pilot calied me and told me to brace for a landing., 7T did as I
was told, when T first felt the snip touch the ground ] salvoed my escape natch,
when the sahip had stopped I climbed out. The pilot got out of the ship about the
same tiwe T did, Neither tne pilot or myself were nurt.

P4 Pty

L~ Je We RoObinson,
S/8gt., Gunner,
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9 pebruary Ly

STATEMXENT '

1 made a thorough imvestigation and determined that all possible pre-
cautions nad been taken to fit this aircraft, A-26p-25, AAF No. 44-39331
for safe flight prior to teke-off and no mechanical defects exiasted other

than those shown on the AAF Form lj.

i R
¢ ‘D_’\M.n-“u Ut d4es
ARNOLD A, HARRISON,
Wtuno ‘11' gorps,

guginesring officer,
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9 Pebruary 14>

STATEMENT

1 hereby certify that all necessary iuspections and maintenance had Leen
performed and all defects were properly shown oR AAF Forms 4LlB and Ay yorm
1j prior to the last flight of aircraft 5-26p=25, AAF NP« 41-39331.

gy ak i Y &u.dfﬂd “

WALTER T. BLADYKAS,
S€t., ALY CoTDS,
grew ghief
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FROM 97TH COMBAT BOMB WING  26/1400A
TO COMBOMDIV IX
ATTN: SIGNALS OFFICE

CONFIDENTIAL 97CE F=-240-J

REQUEST FOLLOWING EXCERPT FRCM PILOT'S RFPORT OF RADIC CONTACT
PRIOR TO EMERGINCY LANDING NEAR BECK, HOLLAND ON FEB. 9, 1945

BE BROUGH TO ATTENTION OF PROPER AUTHORITIES. A-26A/C FROM

416TH BOME CROUP, A/C NO. 41-39331, PILOT, LOVICK E. CANKNOK,

157 LT. AC, C/C "CIRCL™ BROWN - "C" - CH/RLIE. AREA OF ORIGINAL
CALL TO "ROSELEE" IN VICINITY CF DUSSELDORF.

QUOTE "UPON DROPFING MY BOMBS, I TURNED TO A HEADING OF 270
DEGREES AND CALLED ROSFLEE ON "C" CHANNEL., I ESTIMATE THE
TIME OF TI'IS CALL AT 1500 HOURS, UPON ESTABLISHING (D NTACT
WITH "ROSELEE", I WAS TOLD TO CONTACT "SWEEPSTAKES" ON
CHANNEL "C", I COULD NOT CONTACT" SWEEPSTAKES" AND TRIED TO
CONTACT PARADE ON "D" AND THEN ON "B", AT THIS TIME I HAD
LET DOWN FROM 12,000 F}ET TO 9,000 FEET AND I CALLED "ROSELEE"
ONCE MORE AND TOLD THEM THAT I COULD NOT CONTACT "SWEEPSTAKES"
OR "PARADE" AND STRESSED MY NEED FOR A FIELD., "ROSELEE"
INFORMED ME TO STAND BY FOR A FEW MINUTES, WAITI'G FOR 2 OR
3 MINUTES, I CALLED "ROSELEE" AGAIN AND TVIS TIME THEY GAVE
ME A HEADING TO A FIELD WHICH WAS INCOM/LETE. I TOLD THEM
TEAT I NEEDED ANOTHER FIELD AND THAT MY GAS WAS ALMCST GONE
AND THEY TOLD ME TO STAND BY AGAIN, THE TIME WAS THEN 1525
AND I TOLD THEM THAT IF THEY COULD NOT GIVE ME A FIELD
TMMEDIATELY I WOULD HAVE TO CRASH LAND. NO ANSWER RECEIVED,
I CALLED THEM AND SAID THAT I HAD rICKED A FIELD AND WOULD
CRASH LAND THERE. "ROSELEE" ACKNOWLEDGED WY MESSACE AND
ASKED FOR ANOTHER LONG COUNT. THIS GIVEN, THEY SAIL "ROGER,
OUT", UNCUOTE

A/C DAMAGED, PILOT AND GUNNER UNHURT.
COMCBTWIG 97
BT 26/1400A
LEG AR

AT ¢
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1 Incl -~ AAF Ferr 1L in gusdruplicete (with inclosures),
360,33 1st Ind, E-Q-3

HEADQUARTERS 9TH BOMBARIMENT DIVISION (M), APO 140, U. S. ARMY, 28 February 1945.
TO: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U. S. Army.

1, Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Headquarters Ninth Air
Force, dated 27 November 1944.

2. Attached teletype, Inclosure No, 6, was received in answer to a request
to the 97th Wing for further information regarding difficulty in obtaining necessary
navigational assistance and aid in connection with this accident,

e For the Commanding General: A
A

2 0 e

€|, PARMENTER,

6 Incls: \ _ N, AL
Incl 1 - WD AAF Form 14 (in trip) Vs f CAPTNN,; £
Incl 2 - Statement of Pilot (in trip) b /‘ ASS'T ALJ. GEN.
Incl 3 - Statement of Gunner (in trip) L Y 7
Incl 4 - Statement of Engineering Officer (in trip). : vV

Incl 5 - Statement of Crew Chief (in trip)
Incl 6 - 97th Combat Bomb Wing (L) teletymF-240-J (in trip)(Confidential)
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360,33 _ 2nd Ind, E-
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, A®O €96, US Army, 9 March 19.5.

TO: Commanding General, AAF, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina, (Att: Chief, Flying
Safety)

Report and recommendation of Aircraft Accident Officer approwved.

For the Commanding Ceneral:

Captain{A£.G.D.,
6 Incls: n/c (2 cys ea w/d) A'st Adj General,
™
: ) ’
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