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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Army Alroraft A-20K No. 44=563 took off for a routine calibration test flight
from Hunter Fleld at 0830, 30 August 1944, The ship's eupply of gasoline was
dlssipated and the pllot reserviced at Chatham Pield, Wunter Pisld being closed
at the time, During the time thaf €hd aireraft was on the ground st Chatham Field
the down locks were placed in position on all three points of the landing gear,
The pilot took off from Chatham Field at 1145 to return to Hunter Pleld, The
landing gear would not retract, The Hunter Pleld Tower was called and advised of
this condition, The pilot was requested to check certain installations of down
wheel locks, This was donc and he was advised by his Mechenic Engineer that the

- down wheel locks had hot been removed, The pilot decided to make 'a landing

believing that all of hic wheels were down and locked, This down and locked
condition was indicated according to his statement by the inetruments on the
dashboard, The nose wheel was not locked in a down position and could not have
been locked in a down position because a portion of the landing gear actuating
cylinder mechanism had been torn from ite mounting when the wheel was retracted.
It is also the opinion of thie Board thet the nose wheel could not have been
lowered and securely fastened in a down position thru any meane available to the
pllot owing to the fact that the down lock mechanism was damaged and bent in euch
a position that the wheel would not ewing freely into plsce. 4 normal landing
was made by the pilot and after the ship had dissipated most of its forward
speed the nose of the ship slid on the concrete runway for a short distance.
Overall damage to the ship is considered negligable, The ship will be placed
in commission in a few days, No injury acerued to any crew member,

It is the opinion of this Board that this accident 1s attributable to
pilot error, pllot having failed to ground check his aireraft before take
off to make sure that the ground lock pins had been removed,

L3

Bxplanationt Overall damage to the ship is considered negligable,
Ususlly when a ship has this type of landing the alrcraft is
elther placed in Cless 26 or surveyed.




Statement of LT. A. R. TURMAN, Pilot, A-20K No. 44~563.

We took off from Hunter Pleld at 8330 A.M,, 30 August 19“, in A-20K
No. 44-563, on a calibration mission, We went up about 2000' and made a
compass swing, We then proceeded to the speed run, An A-26 was on the
run and after 1t had finished we made a speed run and started to return
to Hunter FPield and it was cloeed in with smoke, I called Hunter Field
and told them I wae low on gas and asked for permission to land at
Chatham Pisld, They obtained permission for me to land at Chatham Field
and I went there and landed, We got 320 gallone of gasoline at Chatham
Field and took off at 11345 A.M. from Chatham Field for return trip to
Hunter Field,

Upon take off after trying to retract landing gear found it impossible
to retract it, I called the Hunter Field Tower and asked permission to
buzz Tower, They requested me to check to see if my landing gear domn
locks were installed, The Engineer Gunner informed me they were installed
and I called the Tower and told them that was my trouble and then proceeded
to get landing instructione from the Tower, I called in on my base leg
that wheels were down locked and gas checked, The Tower gave me OK with
wheels dowmn locked and gas checked and gave me clearance to land. We
came in for a landing and the nose wheel collapsed,

Loy A, /2 D

A. R, TURMAN




Statement of LT, A. E. mm&, ‘ﬁ‘.ta" A-20K No. 44-563,

We took off from Hunter Field at 8330 A.M., 30 August 1944, in A-20K
No. 44=563, on & calibration mission, We climbed about 20007, swung
magnetic compass and directional compass by use of the astro compass,
and proceeded to speed run No. 1, An A-26 was on the run so we circled
until it had finished, We then made our speed run, calibrated our air
speed meter, climbed to 2000" and headed for Hunter Field, Vieibility
wae very poor and the Tower would not let us land and directed us to
land at Chatham Field, We landed at Chatham Field at 10330. We refucl-
ed and took off from Chatham Field at 11345 A.M. and proceeded to Hunter
Fleld,

I had my redio on command and the Pilot informed me he could not get
his wheels up, and I heard him ask the Hunter Field Tower for permission
to buzz Tower to check his wheels and they asked him about his pins, The
Engineer CQunner informed the Pilot the pins were left in., Hunter Pleld
Tower gave us OK to land, We came in for a landing and nose wheel

collapsed.
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Statement of PV, E. J, WILLEVER, Engineer Gunner, A=20K No. 44=563.

We took off from Hunter Field at 2530 A.M., 30 Augnst 1944, in A=20K
No. 44=563, on a calibration mission, We swung compass and proceeded to
speed run. An A-2% was on the speed run and we waited until 1t hed
finished, We then made our speed run and headed back for Hunter Field,

Hunter Field was closed in and they sent us to Chatham Field, We
refueled at Chatham Field and ground locks were put in, Took off from
Chatham Field at 11345 A.M, and came to Hunter Field, The Pilot called
the Tower and asked for landing instructions and told them his wheels
were down locked,s I informed him that the down locks were installed on
the landing gear., ThedBossrctobdchinctxusscdowcbocioas The plane came
in and made a normal landing and settled on ite nose,
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD AIR FORCE STAGING WING J=2
Airdrome Officer's Report

Hunter Pleld, Georgia
30 Augst 1944

SUBJECTs Landing Accident of Alrcraft A-20K, Serial No. 44=563,
0: Whom It May Concern.

1, Time of accident 1200 EWT 30 August 1944,

2. Flace = Runway 15R = Hunter Pield, Georgia.

3¢ Personnel involveds

Turman, Alton R., 2nd Lt. 0762060 Pilot
Rosenquist, A. E, 2nd Lt, 0712228 Navigator
Willever, E, J., Pvt. 12095504 BEngineer

4e No injuries were sustained by personnel involved,

5¢ Description of accidents Aircraft toock off from Hunter Pield on
a local calibration hop with combat crew, landing two hours later at Chatham
Fleld for refueling, The Pilot, Lt, Turman, states that tanks were full when
he took off from Hunter Field, After landing down=lock safety pins were ine
serted in all three gear by the engineer Pvt, Willever, These pins were not
removed prior to take=off from Chatham Fleld, consequently gear failed to re-
tract in response to pilot's actuation of gear control lever from cockpit,
The pilot then called Hunter Tower and asked for permission to buzz the
tower that they might visually check hies gear, The pllot etates that at this
point his engincer called him on the interphone steting t hat the downelock .
safety pins had not been removed, The pilot relayed this information to the
tower and received clearance to land, It should be noted at this point that
several officers observed from the ground, while the aircraft was on final
approach, that the nose wheel was partially retracted. The Airdrome Officer
observed thie fact from the steps of the officers club, and phoned to Opera-
tions anticipating an accident, However this may not have been so plainly
visable from the tower, The pilot states that the manual gear control was
in down position end that he checked the gear position indicator, He states
that his first indication of trouble came when he commenced lowering the nose
to the runway following his normal, nose high, landing, The nose wheel
collapsed on contact with the runway, but as most of the sircraft's speed had
been killed on landing roll, the ship merely slid forward and stopped, very
little damage being sustained,

6, Photographe were made after the accident,
7« Captain Pierson was in charge of disposition,

Alr Corps,
1% Alrdrome Officer,




Third Adr Porce Staging Wing
Officer of the Photographie Officer
Hunter Field, Georgia

30 August 1944

SUBJECTs Crash landing A-20 Adrplane,

T0 ¢ Chairsan, Accident Investigation Board, Third Air Force
Staging Wing Hunter Field, Georgia,

1. At 1200 on 30 August 1944 the undersigned was approaching
building mamber 821 in o jeep when an A=20 airplane wys observed
coming in on runway nusber fifteen, The nose wheel not seem to
:‘oohmm.‘ position but was tilted rearwards at an angle approximating

2, When a crash landing seemed imminent, the vehicle was moved
to a point where the aircraft could be observed all the way to the
stopping point, It appeared to roll norsally on the two main wheels
until considerable speed was lost, thea tilting easily up onto the nawe and.
sliding a short distance to a stop.

3, On going to the scene to make photographs, this aircraft was
found to be A-20 K #i4=563,

Photo Maint, Officer



Form ACA 897 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Accident Report

Revised 1-1-44 Civil Aeronautics Administration Nupber ZSH-8
TO: Chief, Air Traffic Control Branch, Second Region
FROM: Chief Comtroller, Sevanaah Tower
SUBJECT:  Accident Report - Aircraft(s) Army A-80 §4563
Date_ 8-30-44 Tize_1154 EWT

*(a) Pilot Second Liettenant Alton R. Turman -~ Third AAF Stagiag Wing
Hunter Field, Georgia

*b) Comntroller Lester R. Shipp; Assistant Controller Clara T. Noland

*(¢c) Mgme
*(d) Nome
*(e) Propellers and under side o nose damaged

*(f) 1« SH 113 Ocntact cig eat 23500 high brkan lwr brka veby 7 mi bar 1017.6
temp 63 dew pt 73 wind calm alt 3004
2. Bone

*(g) At aprroximately 1145 BAS63 eontacted the tower and advised that he ocould mnot
get his landing gegr retracted and would like to fly across the fielf at low
altitude for a visual check. Pemmission was given for RMMS63 to fly domm
runway 23 for a check, and it was suggested to the pilot that the pins which
keep the wheels down and locked when on the ground had not been removed before
takeoff. He was also advised that his wheels locked ok at his position which
was three ar four miles NW of the tower headed NW. RASES was also told that if
he was not sure of his wheels that he coculd fly across the field for a closer
check. The pilot them advised that the emgineer had not removed the dawa-and-
loeked pins smd that that was his troudle as
No further imdication of wheel trouble was givea by RLSES. The plane was givea

vas given the cauticmary phrase "wheels dowm and locked™ whieh
by the pilot. The

dlspatohed m:w by redio amd o by ' <

Controller on Duty Chief Airport Traffic Controller

*Itemized in accordance with Manual of Operations, Chapter E, Part 2.
JAttach a sketch showing location of accident, flight or ground path of
aircraft and any other pertinent data.

el a



THIPD AIR FORCE STACING '1ING

| 0
& > ‘\.00 Supervisor of Combat Aircraft (TNG)
q.zp 4 Hunter Field, Georgia
Q

!Dates

- Airplane No,__ 563
Type

Tstimated Time of Take-off__ 0830 Jidssion___Calibration
Fstimated Time of Landing 1030

Crew Yembers

lame Rank Serial Number
P_TURMAN, ALTON R 24 1t —Om262060
CcP
N_DOSENSUIST, AXVID £ 2d 1t 0-712228
B —-
RG
ARG
BG_yillever Elmer JI Pyt 12085504 =
ARG
AG
AAG

I certify that I have checked the Form l=iA of this plane and the
plane is mechanically ok and has been serviced., There is a check sheet
for this type of aircraft in the plane and said plane is ready for flight.

| /8/ JOHNSON R. WARREN, Capt /8/ ALTON R TURMAN, 24 Lt
(Clearing Officer) (Tilot's name and rank)

1 hereby acknowledge receipt of the following parachutes, seat type,
numbered as follows, which are to be returned upon campletion of this

flight:

§ssued by
A Cy 18D CCFY

(Filot's naue and rank)

" HN3ON R WARREN
el 3 Capt, Alr Corps
Sup Of Cadt Acft (Tng)




HEADQUARTERS THIRD AIR PORCE STAGING WING JWB/fm
Office of Special Maintenance Sectiom
Hunter Fleld, Georgia

31 Aug. 1944

SUBJECT: Accident Report.
To ¢ Accident investigating Committee.

1. Investigation of a landing accident of A-20K, No. 44-563,
revealed the following:

2. Airplane took off with ground locks installed. Main wheel
ecould not be retracted as ground locks held them in "Down and
locked position"®

3. Fallure of Nose wheel ground lock permitted partial retract-
ion of Nose wheel. At this point the broken lock caused the
retracting gear to jam, The actuating cylinder was torn loose

from its mounts, thereby making it impossible to return the

oy

.d.Lt.. A{r Corps,
IC Spec. Maint, Sec.

Nose gear to the down and lock position.
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HEADQUARTERS ¥ =
! THIRD AIR FORCE STAGING WING P=0-k

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

IN REPLY REFER TO: HUNTER FIELD. GEORGIA
SAFSS 360.33 (z m “) orn n

F 9 14
SUBJECTs Aircraft Accident,
03 Chief, Flying Safety, Niesen Building, Winston Salem, N. C.

In compliance with Part Eight, Par. V.1, AAF Regulation 62-14,
dated 26 May 1942, forwarded herewith is technical report of Alrcraft
Accldent Classification Committee, this Station, covering accident to
A-20K No. 44-563, at Hunter Field on 30 August 1944.

For the Commanding Officer

10 Incls.s
Incle 1 = AAF Form No. 14
Incl, 2 - Form ACA 297
Incl, 3 = Clearance Form
Incl, 4 = Statement of 2nd Lt, 4+ R. Turman
Incl, 5 = Statement of 2nd Lt, A, E, Rosenquist
Incl, & « Statement of Pvt, E., J. Willever
Incl, 7 = Statement of let Lt. James (. Beemer
Incl, 8 = Statement of Capt. Herbert u. ”‘.
Incl, 9 « Statement of 2nd Lt. J. W. Borum
Inel.10 = Photographs

{43




' Il NCOMING MTESSAGE
HEADQUARTERS ARIY AIR FORGES FOR ACTION AIV
OFFICE OF FLYING -SAFCTY FOR INFO_INTELL

WINSTON-SALE 4y NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FILE___
DATE AUG 31 1944
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