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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

The pilot started the take oif run, everything appearing normal until he meeded
reached an airspeed of about 50 MPH. At this time the nose wheel started to shimmy.
The pilot cut the throttles ani the shimmy stopped until he applied the brakes. The
_brakes were released immediately but the shimmy ocontinued. At a very slow speed the
" nose wheel turned sharply to the left and the pilot was unable to straighten it by the
use of right wrake. The nose strut bent back but due to the slow speed did not cam-
pletely collapse, Both propellers hit the ground causing damage.

The nose strut shimmy dampener lock pin was not completely seated as evidenced by
the fact that ubow The safety nut was started oa.

Maintenance personnel have been instructed to place a 1/4" bolt in the slotted
hole provided for the pulling key in the lcck pin. This bolt cannot be inserted unless
the look pin is completely seated. This provides aa extra safety precaution, and pilots
can immediately tell if the lock pin is in position by checking to see if the bolt is
in the hole,
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553rd Bombardment Sgaadron
0 386th Bombardment Group
AP0 140

Sept. 1, 1944

To whom it may concern:

On August 30th., I was pilot of an A-26-B type aircraft
number 41-3145, intending to take aircraft on test flight.
I taxied to take-off end of runway #29. After lining up,
I released my brakes and started a normal take-off run,

I had reached appro@mately 50 miles per hour when there
was a violent shimmying of the nose wheel. I immediately
cut the throttles and the shimmying stopped.

I coasted about three fourths of the length of the runway
without using brakes and everything asppeared normal. At
approximately 20 miles per hour I toughed the brakes and
the violent nose wheel shimmy increased and the ship
swerved to the left whereupon I applied right brake. At
this point the nose wheel seemed to start giving away,

and I cut the mixture controls and switches. The nose wheel
strut folded, and the ship came to a stop.
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Thomas L, Adams
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RESTIRICTIED

360, 33 24 Ind. B-08J-3
HRADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Amy, 28 September 1S4k

"T0: Chief, Plying Safety, Army Air Foroes, Winston-Selem 1, North Carolins.
..,/ Report of Aircraft Accident ocammittee approved.
\ For the Commanding General:
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RESTRICTED

HEADQUARTERS
386TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M) AAF Rel
APO #140, U. 8. ARMY

6 September 1944.

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal. -
T0 + Commanding Gemeral, IX Bomber Command, AP0 140, U, 5. Army.

In aceordance with IX Bomber Command Memorandum Number 62-2, dated
18 April 1544, transmitted herewith is one WD, A.A.F. Forms No. 14, Report

of Airoraft Acoident.
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6% | yHQMAS G. CGRBIN,
: . Lt.\ Cel., Air Corps
! »
c*uung.
2 Incle: j
Incl #1 - Statement of Capt Adams s
Incl - WD,AA" Form 14, A-26B1 1
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360.33 1st Ind. B-J4
HEADQUARTERS IX BOMBER COMMAND, APO 140, U, S. Army, 23 September 1944,

TO: Commanding Gereral, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U, S. Army.

s Submitted in compliance with Memorandum 55-1, Hesdquarters, Ninth Air Force,
dated 22 March 1944.

For the Commanding Generals

/74“' cfm” em}; ;

Brig. Gen., U. S. A.,

Chief of Staff.
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