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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

On 18 July 1944, the landing gear of an A-26B airplane No. L3-2225l,
collapsed while parked on the ramp in front of Hangar #10. At the time
the accident occurred, one orew chief and three armarer inspectors were
attempting to locate the cause of the failure of one bombay door light,
and were opening the bombay doors by means of hydraulic pressure, acquired
through the hand pump, to inspeoct the bombay door safety lock light.

At the time of the accident there were no safety lock pins in the gear
down locks. A complste technical report of this acocident is contained
in the enclosed statement by Captain George M. Booth, Jr., Group Engineer-
ing Officer. The basic cause of this accident is the lack of the positive
cultivator type latoh on the Douglas Tulsa A-26 airplanes, and failure to

install ety loc r down locks.

If any personnel error is to be placed for this accident, it was the
responsibility of the crew chief to have safety lock pins in the gear down
locks.

‘This was a ground acoident with resultant of ma jor injury to Sgt.
Cecil L. Roberts, who was underneath the airplane to inspect the bombay
door safety lock light. The damage to materiel was ma jor.

RECOMMENDATIONS: It is recommended that some type of temporary lock be
installed on the pedestal handle of all Douglas Tulsa
A-26 aircraft that do not have the positive cultivator

typ' latch.
7N //
- MW/
Signa K _P. ORBISON, Capt., Air Corps.
(Investigating Offiosr)
.
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Date ... 29 July 194l
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BLRKSDAIZ FIZID RIU (lm)
Office of the Uperations Officer "

Barksdale Field, le,,

13 July 1944.

SUBJLT: Statement - airereft ..ccident.

10 ¢ Vhom 1t llay Concern.

3

I+3
I

mile stonding in front of the hanger I heurd the airplane (A-2GB
a¢Cs lumber 47-22254) when the gear gsve wey., Looking around I saw the
airplano settle to the ground. At first I noticed two men apparently
in the act of getting out of the cockpit 2nd in glencing sround I noticed.
the there wss = man beneath the ship near the rear edge of the Eomb Bay
doors. ..t that time 1 left and went into operations to e=1l the erash
truck and smbulance,

,il.’:’, ¢ '/'V’,‘._.. & LA
;u. I’»Q .":mmm:.
T/Sgto Squad. "T",
Barksdale RTU (13),



BARKSDALL FIEID RTU (MB)
Uffice of the Uperations Officer

Serksdele Field, le.,
10 July 1944.

SUZJECT: Statement - aircraft .iccident,

T0 : "hom It llay Conecarn.

At ‘about 0720 on the morning of 18 July 1944, Sct Roberts asked
3¢t Groover, Pondolfinc and myself, S/Sgt Burson to help him locate
same trouble on A-268 airplane Ne. 42-22254. The trouble was in the
bomb bay indicator lights.

Sgt Fondolfino sat in the pilot's seat and Sgt Croover took a position to
hie right. I vms sitting on the cannoneer's seat behind Sgt Groover.

Une of the bomb bay door lights failed to light. Sgt Groover
and St Pondolfino closed end opened the bomb bay doors. After the
doors had opened, Sgt Roberts went beneath the ship %o check a
switch in the bamb bay. While he was in the bamb bay, the ship dropped
to the ground,

I at no time touched any of the controls.

}])m e ../3 “r L

Ro Eo BLRS(X.
5/5ct.,

Armament Inspector,



BARKSDALE FIELD RTU (uB)
Cffice of the Uperations-Officer

]

Barksdale Field, la.,
18 July 1944.

UEJZCT: Statemant - Alreraft Accident.

TO : Whom It lay Concern.’

I was called by Sgt Roberts to came out to A=26B cirplane No. 43-
22254 at about 0730 this morning to help find an electricel failure in
the bombing equipment on the airpleane.

I climbed into the airplane and sat on a metal guard in the center
of the cockpit. The guard is located between the Pilot's sest and the
Cannoneer's seat. The trouble was bulbs burned out of indicator lights
on the coekpit dash board. So I helped install the new bulbs, and then
turned on the battery switches to check the new bulbs, one friled to
work, so we closed the bomb bay doors by putting the door operating
handle in Close position. There was no hydraulie pressure up or
indicating on the dial of the instrument penel of the plane so I pumped
the doors shut checking the bulb that would not light but it still would
not light. Then Sgt Roberts said to open the bomd bay doors and he
would look inside the bomb bay to see if the bomb bay door safety lock
light would light up when the doors were open. So I moved the bomb bay
door operating handle to open position and started to operate the
hydraulic pump handle, The doors were not fully open yet when the airplane
lurched forward and downward.

[0&1Mi;4~¢_x2 4144~&c«£t
WILLIAK L. GROOVER,
Sgt, 35250430,

Armorer Inspector.



BARKSDALIE FIELD RTU (MB)
Office of the Operations Officer

Barksdale Field, la.,
18 J’uly 1944,

SUBJECT: Statement - Aircreft Accident.

TO ¢ Whom It May Concern.

STATEMENT

At epproximately 0730 this morning my attention was called to
airplane No. 43-22254 (A-26B) by my fellow armorers, S/Sgt Burson
and Sgt Groover. I immediately went over and was told that the
bomb bay indicator bulbs would not light up, I was sitting in the
Pilot's seat at the time of the accident, Sgt Groover and myself
replaced the burned out buldbs, One bulb did not light up so we
closed the bombay doors to check and see if the buld would 1light up.
The bulb would not work so we opened the doors by moving the bombey
door handle in the open position and Sgt Groover worked the hydraulic
pump handle because pressure was low. The ship collapsed while still
working the hydreulic pump handle,

I certify that at no time was mny other switch or mechanism
touched by myself or the other men in the cockpit.

FRANK PANDOLFINO,
Sergeant, A.C.,
Armorer Inspec tor.



HEADQUARTERS
BAFKSDALE FIELD RTU (MB)
Office of the Engineerin- Officer U=1

Barksdale Field, La,
20 July 1944

SUBJECT: Investigation of Accidental Landing Gear Retraction on A-26B
Airplane 43-2225Y4.,

TO: Commanding Officer, Barksdsle Field RTU (MB)

l. Accidental retraction of the landing gear on A-26B Airplane L3-22254
which occurred on 18 July 1S4L; happened when armament personnel in the
cockpit of the airplane opened the bomb bay doors and built up hydraulic
pressure with the hand pump. At the time of the accident, the landing gear
selector handle was in the extreme neutral position., It is not known whether
the handle was in the neutral when the armament men entered the cockpit, or
whether one f them moved it, but they deny having touched it.

2. There are two control handles for the landing gear selector valve.
One on the valve itself at the rear of the pilot's compartment, and a remote
control handle on the pilot's pedestal which is connected to ‘he other by a
system of cables and pulleys. In this case, when the handle on the pedestal
was in the neutral position, the handle on the valve was approximately 1/4
inch from the solenoid pin and no hydraulic fluid would by-pass to the up
line in the landing gear hydraulic system. The pedestal handle is positioned
by & spring loaded ball type lock which is not positive and this lock is
easily overcome by moving the main handle at the rear. In entering or leaving
the cockpit, it is highly probable that the main handle could have been hit
and shoved over against the solenoid pin as it was found after the accident.
The photo plainly shows this position. In this position, the valve at the
rear is slightly open in the landing pgear up directioh. This valve was
installed and adjusted at the Louglas Factory and no need for check had ever
arisen.

2., At the time of the accident, there was a safety pin installed in the
nose gear down lock but none in the main gear down locks. The Engineering
Officer's statement at the time was that the pins had been lost on a recent
cross country flight and replacement pins were on order. However, there is
no reason why a plain bolt or steel pin sbout five inches long and about 1l/4
inch in diemeter could have been used as a temporary lock.. Such a device
would be easily available.

L. Douglas Long Reach airplanses have always had a positive cultivator
type of latch on the pedestal handle which would make it impossible to
accidentally move the handle from the down to the neutral position. Douglas
Tulsa ships have had the spring loaded catch on the pedestal handle which is
anything but positive. A telegram from the Douglas Office indicates that
futrue ships coming from Tulsa will incorporate the positive cultivator type

latch. , -
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5. The existing memorandum concerning the use of down locks on parked
aircraft will eliminate ant future accidents of this type if religiously
followed, All eirplanes will be checked shortly to see that there is no
lsakage of hydraulic pressure with the selector valve in the neutral position.
It would be extremely difficult to place the responsibility of this accident
on any one person for the purpose of teking disciplinmary action because of
the factors and number of persons involved.

/3/ George M. Bocth, Jr.
GECRGE M. BOOTH, JE.
Captain, Air Corps
Engineering Officer

A TRUE COPY:

/ . ‘ ;) ",
O g A~

/ Captain, Air Corps.



HEADQUARTEFS
BARYSDALE FIELD RTU (XB) A=C
Office of the Commanding Officer

Barksdele Field, La.
19 July 19LL
UNNUMBERED )

MEMORANDUM )

Ground Safety Landing Gear Operation

1. Landing Gear Down Locks will be installed in all aircraft
immediately after being taxied back to the parking line and will remain
installed until ordered removed by the Pilot, prior to take-off. Exception
will be made when an airplane has been properly placed on jacks for the
purpose of making a retrasction check. Ground maintenance personnel
will never snter the cockpit by themselves unless the down locks are in-
stalled.

2. The landing rear selector valve control handle in the cockpit
will be left in the down position at ell times aircreft are on the ground
except during a retraction as noted above.

3, Violation of this memorandum will immedietely be followed by
appropriate action.

L. This memorandum will be read to all personnel and will be permenently
posted on bulletin boards maintained in all department offices.

By order of Lt Colonel ANDERSON:

/s/ A. Neumaier
A. NEUMAIER
Major, Air Corps,
Ad jutant

A TRUE COPY:

= 4 - 4ﬁ‘/v/.
Uj ACK P. ORBISON,

Captain, Air Corps.
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ATRCRAFT DAVYAGE

-t

HEADOUARTERS ARMY ATR BASE SD-21
Office of the Air Maintenance Officer
Barksdale Field, Louisiana

21 July 1944

REPORT NO. 44-90

ATRPLANE: A-26B=5=DT, AAF 43-2225,, Engines, Type R=2300-27, #1. 42=2096

#2. 42-2105

1. Subject airplane was damaged on local flying field on 12 July
1944. The following damage resulteds

..
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
ge
he
1.
i
1.
‘.
Ne.

O

All main landing doors bent.

Both bombay doors bent and kinked.

Skin damaged on bottom of fuselage aft of bombay.

Both side braces bent on nose strut.

Cross member bent at forward end of nose gear nacelle.

Left fore and aft former in nose gear nacelle torm.

Several bomb door brackets broken.

Skin kinked and bulkhead buckled at tail bumper.

Skin elightly bent on bottom of lower turret.

Tip broken off one blade of right propellesr.

Tip bent on one blade of left propeller.

Skin buckled on left side of bombay under rear main spar.

Hole torn in fairing strip inboard side of left engine nacelle.
Skin scratched in several places on under inboard side of left
wing.

Skin buckled on bombay immediately under trailing edge of

right wing.

2. Recommendations: Airplane be repaired by 8th Sub-Depot.

Incl.

/y,(., M“L'
,fROGER Je AIES,

Kajor, Air Corps,

Air Maintenance Officer.

Photographs -
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR BASE
OFFICE OF THE BASE COMMA NDER E-25
Barksdale Field, Louisiana

31 July 1944
SUBJECT: Transmittal of LKecords.

TO : Chief, Flying Safety, Army Air Forces,
Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina.

In compliance iith Paragraph 1 a, Section V, Part 8, A.A.F.
Regulation Yo, 62-1LA, dated 28 January 15LlL, inclosed herewith, Form 1L,
Report of Aircreft Accident.

-

7
'3 /

(73 Cqhr

Wm. B, WRIGHT,
Colonel, &ir Coprps,
Commanding.

Incl.
Form 14 (with inclosures
attached) A-26B=5-DT air=-
plane No. 43-22254



ME 60 V WSAL 361 NR 16
FROM PRICE HQ AAF WINSTON SALEM NCAR 2008262
TO HQS SAFETY REGION THREE OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY
MEMPHIS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT MEMPHIS 2 TENN
GRNC
FOLLOWING MES I RELAYED TO YOU FOR YOUR INFORMATION QUOT
FROM ANDERSON CO BARKSDALE RTU MB BARKSDALEFIELD LA 1501537
TO HQ AAF OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY VINSTON SALEM NCAR
GRNC
BKRTU E197 PD CITE CLEARANCE NO AAF DAH FS DASH T4 PD CITE AAF
RECULATION 62 DASH 14A THE FOLLOWING ACCIDENT REPORT IS SUBMITTED COLON
A/ 1€ JULY 1944 AT OS47 CMA BARKSDALE FIELD CMA LOUISIANA PD
B/ NON PILO INVOLVED PD
C/ ARVAMENT PERSONNEL WAS IN COCKPIT OF THE AIRPLANE PARKED ON RAMP CMA
OPENING BOMB BAY DOORS WITH THE HAND PUMP PD WHILE PUMPING THE LANDING
GEAR RETRACTED CATCHING ONE MAN UNDER THE OPEN BOMBAYS IN THE PLANE PD
D/ ARMA ENT GROUND MAINTENANCE PW/// PERSONHEL CMA CECIL L ROBERTS CMA SGT
CMA AUS CMA 3AF CMA SQUADRON T CMA BACKSDAE FIELD RTU PAREN MB
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PAREN CMA BARKSDALE FIELD CMA LOUISIANA CMA MULITIPLE LACERATIONS OF
FACG CMA FRACTURE OF NOSE CMA POLLIBLE FRACTURE OF SKULL BMA FRACTURE
OF RIGHT ANKLE CMA POSSIBLE FRACTURE OF RIGHT HIP PD
£/ PREFLI
E/ PREFLIGHT OF AIRPLANE PD
F/ NO CLOUDS CMA VISIBILITY 2 MILES IN SMOKE AND HAZE CMA YWIND N
VERY SLIGHT PD
G/ CMA AIRPLANE NUMBER 43 DASH 22254 PD

“H/ BARKSDALE FIELD CMA LOUISIAINA PD
1/ BARKSDALE FIELD CMA LOUISANA PD
17 PD STRUTS CMA NACELLE DOORS CMA FUSELAGE CMA AND PROPS DAMAGED
J/ NONE PD
K/ TURNED OVER TO DIRECTOR OF MAINTENANCE SUPLY CMA 3316T
AAF BAS UINIT PAREN RTU B// MB PAREN CMA BARKSDALE FIELD CMA
LOUISIANA PD
L/ NONE PD
M/ COMMANDING GENERAL AAF NOTIFIED
N/ GROUP 1 END ¥ S

UNAUOTE
2834 1504387
08322

cs ‘/‘!/"//

. T———— . —

e

ls

38 14

(/

“\“\\




c.

C

/ A " il " - i
al - e ’ 4/ if
/ f <
. > s »
Y ":
.
- va".u.
W VOV uHRIN P

FROM ANDERSON CO BARKSCALZ RTU B BDARKSDALEFIELD LA w1337
TO W3 AAF OFFICE OF FLYIUG SAFETY WINSTOMSALEM HCAR
Gane
MRTU C197 PO CITE CLEARANCE WO AAT DASH FS DASH T4 PD CITE AAF
HEQULATION €< DASH 144 THE FOLLONUING ACCIDENT REPORT 1S SUBMITTED COLON

A 15 JULY 1944 AT 0745 CHA DARKSPALE FIELD CiaA LOUISIANA PD

B NO PILOT INVOLVED PD

€ ARMAIENT PERSOMNEL WAS IN COCKPIT OF THE AIRPLANZ PARKED ON RANP CHA
QPENING DOMD DAY DOORS VITH THE HAND PUNMP PD WMILE PUMPING THE LANDING
GEAGR RETRACTED CATCHING OHE MAN UNDER THE OPEN BOMBAYS IN TIE PLANE PO
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BARKSDALZ FIELD CiA LOUISIANA CMA MULTIPLE LACERATIONS OF FACE €A
FRACTURE OF HOSE CiA POLLISLE FRAGQTURE OF SKULL CmMA FRACTURE OF RIGHT
MKLE CnA POSSIBLE FRACTURE OF RIGHT HIP PO
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... K PREFLIGHT OF AIGPLANE PD
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7 WO CLOUDS Cia VISIBILITY < NILES IN SMOKE AND HAZZ Cid wIND B VERY
SLIGHT PO
G fefv‘r ca AIRPLANE NUMDTR 43 DAGH <<e34 PD
i DARKSDALE FITLD CnA LOUISIANA PP
1 PD STRUTS CnA NACELLE DOORS CiA PUSTLAGE CuA AMD PROPS DAMAZES
J BONE PD
K TURNED OVERT TO DIRECTOR OF NAINTEMANCT OFXXXAND SUPPLY Cia 33137
AAF DAST UMIT PARZN RTU 15 PARDY CMA BARKSDALE FIZLD CMA OXXZLOUSIANA PD
L NOWE PD
M CONMANIDING GENERAL AAF NOTIFLEZD
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