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) Pee 1.1/2 M, Vest of Portland, Maine - (2 pae . 11 July 1944 “" ® Time Mm’

Amorarr: (4) Type and model . A=26B " . (8 A. F. No. 43=22253 _ (6) Station Barksdale Fld, louisiena .
— Organization: (3) 3m_ﬂmbﬁl_gg.m L — = o - m..I;-.Bukld(‘lﬂ.B?U._m)---.-...m.‘_-

(Comgaand and Air Foree) {Uroup) —
oRrs G : __;A,,/ s l._Ell:S:Cr_lnll;lnﬂ.—i 7"_ g / /: :
| | |
Do i e il B TR L L g 1
- (lml (1) (12) (13) '*’("L“I “5) (16) arn __as __aw
_} Russell, Philip I, PP 0-623591 | 2ng It' 38 «f " ag 3rd B.Cs Fatal/ Nome
1£{1in, Wallace (IMI) | E | 391&309 S/Szt 3810 | /! Xone

...... Continued on Fage
| ’a&w Bz .‘.”)

; Russell "bili? .......... Nlmmm - (@nH0=683591 . (22).2nd Lt. 23y .18 20._AC .

" (Last name) (Berial number) (Rank) T P class) {Branch)
f  Assigned (38) 3:'d Bomber Commapd. 2¢) ... . . . @n 8gdn T, Barkadale. . (28 B&rkmlg Fld, Le.
? Command and Air Force) (Groupy Qq undros
~ Attached for flying (29) . T e ) s __/
i U ommand and Air lvonm (Group) Nunrcm) ’ It
‘ Original rating (33) _ g (34) . 61'2€'u Present rating (35) ) (36) 5-2.6-43 Instrument rating (37) 3. .m! 1941. ......
: (Rating) (Date) (Rating) (Date)
A Fmst Pivor Hours: iy e
(at the time of this accident) 2

T R e R R O I S S SR SRR €’7’20 (42) Instrument time last 6 months___.______________ .. 5825

(39) This model. . 67320 (43) Instrument time last 30 days..__. ... .. ____ 0100
(40) Last 90 days 67320 44) Night time last 6 months. _______ : 3 i) 57335 -
. (41) Total ____ 9Q5:05 (45) Night time last 30 days.__ 12 ¢

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE [/
- = ]
DAMAGE ! (49) LIST OF DAMAGED PARTS

: (46) Aircraft | : 5 -~ e iyrricy S
i RS S R AR S8 TR N R T SRR SRS SRS
3 (48) Propeller(s) ; e e = 2 ! — !A: = h S “_;'_.p.‘ _— - e S
B (30) Weather at the time of accident _ 500 T 27 Mg ?cxn 2 : (e

‘(ﬂ? Was the pilot ﬂv«mg on instrutuents at'¢he time o accident !ea.

(Bv Cleared from _ 32‘84101 Fld:i Sonnss) To PQM L.a.:l.ne

">
e U e e
:
|

~ 4 PR S A B

(u, Pllntsmlﬂsion MD‘ range trainins. . - . i

F.
(56) \nture o(mcldcm ....Grashed in fog.

v/

(87) Cause of accident .. The _pilot arrived et his deatination to find that a fog bank had rolled
l‘lf and had enveloped the south ..of the airport and, while attem g tc circle the
without losing sight of it at an sltitude of about 200 %o 250 feet, he made 8
_steep turn, subsequently going into the fog bank wherehis tight uing -struck the ground
‘cartwheeling the airplane into a group of bnildingh 5, AR I

(58). Form 54 has not been submitted, L e
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“(Briel narrative of accident.

e

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

Include stetemeni of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent Tepetieony

At approzimately 1€40, 11 July 1944, 4=2€B was abserved epproaching Portland

lunicipal Airport, Portland,

flying parallel to the NS runway.
momentarily in the haze and evidently made & l2ft turn end approach

& second time - this time in

Vaine, -from the south at an altitude of sbout 200.feet,
The ship went off to the north disappearing
the field

a SE direction and “OU’h‘j oerelleling the N SE runway.

The ship was last seen entering a fog bank et the SE end of the field in a tizht

vnrtical turn to the right.

vwas seen rising through-the fog,

it was heard to crash and smoke
The marks on the _round indicate that the ship hit

Immediatelv thereafte. »

on the right wing =nd cartwheeled inte a trailer camp demolishing a number of the

structures in the resultant explosion and fire.

Subsequent investigztion disclosed

that the pilot of the ship, Lt Philip I, Russell, whose parents and wife end baby

were awaiting his arrival at

and requested landing instructions,.

surface wind znd recommended

the airport, contacted the Portland Radio Range Station
The operator on duty advised the pilot of the
a runway for landing., It is ths understanding of this

office that such action was clearly out of the scope of this operator's authority
inasmuch gs the Portland Radio Range Station hed no authority 4o issue landing
instructions to this aircraft when the field had been declared closed.

It is the findings of this board that the res ponsibility for the accident is

contributeble to a number of

1,
Be

factors:

Lack of Training on the Part of Pilot:

Records show that in the last 90 days the pilot had flown 47 hours
and 20 minutes 211 of which time was on the A4-26B type alrcraft, and instrument time
for the last 6 months - 5 hours and 25 minutes, during the last 30 days - none, which

is an indication that the pilot lacked exporience in flying this type aircraft on

instruments,

b. Further,

testimony of witnesses indicates that the pilot started a

steep turn just before disappearing into the fog bank at the edze of the field which

is definitely poor technique

for instrument flying.

e
Qe

Improper Clearances
The pilot requested a CFR cleurance and the

Yieather Officer, after

putting the weather on the Form 23, advised the pi.ot to chenge his clearance from

CFR to IFR which advice he aisre~1rded.

In addition, this flight was cleared -in

direct violauion of AAF Letter 121-22,"

B, The Operetion:

3+

|

when the conditions,
for an IFR Clearance.

3e

Qo

8 shown by the

Clearance
fieather Officer, clearly indicated the nece

Officer signed the Form 23 as a Contact

ey |
£84

ty

Unauthorized Landing Instructions:
Excerpts from the daily communication report of the Portland Range

a regqueat for llnding

Station show "Field Closed at 1635", %ﬁ;lﬁal_ihg_gpa:axazraqxut
instrvctions from the pilot, gave him wind direction and suvgzgested a runway instead

0f advising him to return-imnediately to CFR conditions.

e

i

It is the recomtendations of this bomrd thatr —

g TR,

Due to the exce:sive number of deatls of pilots aﬁ‘tttgrtS‘tc—trctr-homc~————

town that the current program of publicizing such accidents 1n poater form be continu-4 -

—ally stressed by the Office of Flying Safety.

It is further recomnended that befare'a

pilot is cleared on an extended cross country f1izht to his home that the Cperations:
Officer ascertain that the pilot has qualified I‘or aninstrument rating on the type of

ship to be flown,

Signature __. i o e
. (Investigaiing OfMcer

V. b COVERNEINT FRINTING OFFICE 10287571

Continued on ‘age 3.
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et ettt bttt %' T ADAVATH
1st Lt, Air Corps,

E!fé 14 - A-288 brgshea at Portland,'ll Julv 1944, {Cont!d)

Description of Accident {Cont'd)

- 2. Operations Officers be impressed with the importence of carefully
considering all factors of the AAF Form 23 before signing a clearance.

3, The next revision of AAF Form 23 contain a space wherein the pilot
will show his instrument time on the type aireraft involved in the last three-
month period,

;Zuaﬁ.

/bn‘.éu' IS, 21D,

Mejor, Air Corps,
President, Aircraft Accident BEd.

ofut 7. u; ,w:;
ROBERT L. ASHENFELTER,

1st Lt, Air Corps,
Hember, Alrcraft Accident Bd,

S

Recorder, Aircraft Accident Bd,
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Form 14 - 4-26B trashed at Portlafd, 11 July 1944, (Cont'd)’ .

List of Civilian Personnel Involved in Crash

SRR L

m——

Result To
Zame Addrecs Personnel
Gerrish, Albert E. 57 Trailer C-15, 310 Westdrook St, Portland, Me. Fatal,
Gerrish, Virginiz ¥, s Trailer C-15, 310 Westbrook 5t, Portland, Ve, Fatal.”
1% Gerrish, Rose «! Trailer C=15, 310 YWestbrock St, Portland, Me, Fatal, "
13 Gerrish, Roberta 84 Trailer C-15, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, ke, Fatal."”
13 Robertson, George J. &° Trailer C-13, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, le. Fatal.”
/3 Robertson; Rita M. ¢ % Trailer C=13, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, lic, Fatal.”
‘Allzn, Annie R, +i Trailer C=16, 310 Westbrock St, Tortland, Ve, Fatal.,
“Warren, Virginia 3¢ Trajler C-16, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, lie, Fatal.
|  Hume, Clarence F. i {Trailer C=17, 310 Westbrook 3t, Portland, le. Fatal.’
' Hume, Edna M. ¢% Trailer C-17, 310 Westbrock St, Portland, lle, Fatal,’
Hume, John ¥4 Trailer C=17, 310 Westbrook 3t, Portland, lle, Fatel,”
¢ Gorham, Gordon T, 84 Trailer 0=-18, 310 VWestbroock St, Portland, le, Fatal.
, 3Gorham, Florence "3 Trailer C-18, 310 Westbrock St, Portland, !e,. Fatal.
2Little, Hazel V., 7 Trailer C-20, 310 Westbrock St, Portland, !le. Fatal,
Little, James €#Trailer C=20, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, ile, Fatal.
H1little, Mancy 53 Trailer C-20, 310 Westbrookx St, Portland, lle, Fatel.
73Gervrish, llarion £ Trailer C-15, 310 Westbrook St, Ecrtland, e, Injured.s
{ Bassett, Jennie #3 Trailer Ce=14, 310 ilestbrook St, Portland, Me. Injured.’
: Brown, Shirley 3 Trailer C-12, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, !'e, Injured. i
Honnan, Vina __ 23 Treiler C=-20, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, lfe, Injured.J
- Gerrish, John “¥7Trailer C-15, 210 Westbrook St, Portland, e, Injured.’
Lilley, Donald ?3 Trailer C=24, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, e, Injured.’
/* Ramsey, Roger f4Trailes B=12, 310 V/estbrook St, Portlsnd, Ye, Injured.’
‘ Robertson, Ann ¥ Trailer C-13, 310 ¥Westbrook St, Portland, lle, Injured.
Shedrick, Alta iTrailer C-14, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, e, Injured.”
~Conrad, Gladys ¥ mimown Injured. ”
Brown, alenys w Trailer C=12, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, Me, =Injured.
Gurney, Karen Trailer C-11, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, Me, Injured.
Gurney, Walter “ Trailer C~11, 310 Westbrook 3t, Portland, Ve, Injured.
Sewtelle, Gerald * Trailer C-6, 310 Westbrock 3t, Fortland, e, Injured, ¢
Shedrick, Florence i3 Trailer C-14, 310 Westbrook St, Portland, Me, Injured. ’
: 1



Portland “unicipal Afrport
Portland, Maine
12 July 1944

The following is an account of my observetions in connection with the crash
of the Douglas A=20-B bomber near the Portland I"unicipal Lirport yesterdasy,
July 11, 1944,

4

I was standing &t the workbench in the shop on the south side of the hangar
when I heard zn sirplare approaching from the south. I looked out the window

Just in time to cateh a glimpse of 1t as 1% went by, It was flyirg very low,

I would say not over 200 ft, in & northerly direction and Just about over the
highway that borders the west side of the airport. As the ceiling was low and

the fog.wes coming in rapidly from the south, I was concerned about the success

of the lending so I went to the doors in the front of the hangar (on the east

gide) to watch, The ship was out of sight northwesterly of the fleld, Trees and
buildings obstruct the view in that direction. I could tell by followingz the =sound
of the engines that 1t was making a left turn and approaching to the southeast,

The ceiling was variatle but I would zay not over 400 ft. over the field end

lower to the south, The pilot did not sttempt to land but flew across the field
about over the northwest - southeast runway to the southemst at an altitude of

250 to 300 ft. The lznding gear was still retrac*ed. At the end of the field

he started &« steep right turn and almost imnediately disappeared into the fog.

When I last saw the plane it wes 4in a steep bank and headed in nesrly a westerly
direction. A4is it disappeared I turned tc speak to someone ahout the seriousress

: of the situation when I heard one of my mechanics, who was on the south side of

| the hangar, say, "He has crashed." I stepped out of the door and eould see a —
- ———aFge—oloud--of--emokerivinfroma potnt T THOTYt AiTtarce west of where T saw
ﬂ the plane enter the fog, I called to my mechanics and we boarded my beachwagon,
which stood close by the front of the hangar, and rushed to the scene.

\

Upon arrivzl we found thet it Rad crached a2t *he edge of a trailer camp
and was completely demolished and burning vizorously and had set fire to several
trailers,

Ey the marks in the ground it appeared to me that it struck the ground with
the right wing low. The mark started at & point end widened out at about a 20°
angle, There were marks where the propeller and then the engine struck the ground,
A fuel tank must have burst within a very short distance of where the wing first
hit the gromnd &s gasoline was burning on the zround when I arrived,

The plane struck the zround travelin; in about a southerly directio % i e
~north side and about 50 to 60 ft. from a sully about & ft. deep and 30.ft, across, ;

—_ There wore propsller blades, an inta¥s valve and guide, a fuel pump, a piece
of steel armor plate, a plece of aluminum plate about_}/B' thick by 18" wide by
4 or 5 ft. long and other small pleces on the ground on the north side of the
gully. The right wing was in the gully, There were no indications that the
landing gear was down when the plane struck the ground, The remainder of the
plane was demolished and scattered over = large srea throughout the ecamp colony,

CERTIFIED TRUE COFY .
S - > . ol £ =
) 255 /f L /s/ ierritt E. Roskes

WILLIAY V. ELLIS, 2mD, ggiz}‘ﬁeﬁgaﬁggkes

iajo Air Corp ' i
BAIOTyA1F LOTPS, ’ ‘orthesst ivietion Co.
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- ————was 2 great Wiz puff of flame down helow the Trade School, - e R

- 11 July 1944

STATEMENT

I was gittine et my desk., Operator Hill was on the radio watching.
I heard the ship call in. He had asked Portland to give him landing
instructions, Hill turned to me and said, "This field is closed now,
what will-I do?" T told him to zive him what he asked for. I went over
to the mike and 1i=2%tened to Kill give theze instructions as written.

"Hill advised the pilot that surface wind was now E/;é. He
suzgested he use the Eii runway landing to the East".

Suddenly the aircraft was seen heading south net in line with the runway
but apparently over the grass about 300 feet. 1 saw him enter the
overcast at the edge of the southern boundry. I toock the miecrophone

from the operator and immediately broadcasted to him to cl?hb-immediately
to 1500 feet, The minimun safe altitude for Tortland is 1500 feet. 1
repeated that abont four times., The next thing I knew I saw some

CAP piolnts and mechaniesz out there and suddenly made a dash to the
southern end of the field, A party came up stairs snd said that there

I say the plane less than a minute before the crash and it
definitely was not on fire at the time I saw it, The motors sounded
OK. .

I v - .
John J, ]

< lT ."{‘: !T . V(":.‘J‘\THY
4 Bulkeley Road

feCarthy

South Portland, Maine

< il CERTIFI®N TRUS COPY

WILLIAM V. ELLIS, 28D,
Major, Alr Corps.
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STATEVENT.

¥r, Yilton V. Smith, Président, Northeast Aviation Company

My opinion in the matter is that at that .particuler time the ceiling
was between 300 and 400 feet with visibility to the east approximetely
one-half mile. I feel that thes pilot tried to keep sight of the airpert
and before he realized it, he had flown into a‘Jarge fog bank that seemed
to cover pretty much the south side of the ailrport, Instead of climbing to
net on top of the fog or to an airport that was clear, he tried apperently
tc make a steep turn to come back directly over the eirport., Unquestionably
in this turn his wingz tip struck the ground. That is all 1 ¥now.

/s/ kilton ¥. Smith
Milton V. Smith

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

WILLIAY V. EILIS, 2§D,

¥ajor, Alr Corps.
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RESTRICTED SAVE
HEADQUARTERS GRENIER FIELD
STATION 16, Mawnoadx NVAD, ATC
MANCHESTER, N. H. CO/JTil/ngb

360.33 25 July 1944.

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Report of Aireraft Accident, AAF Form No. 14.

TO : Commanding General, Flight Control Command, Winston-Salenm 1,
North Carolina.

1. Transmitted herewith is Report of Aircraft Accident, AAF Form
No. 14, with allied papers as listed below, on A-26B type aircraft, AF
No. 43-22253, piloted by 2nd Lt. PHILIP? I. RUSSELL, 0-683591, of Squad-
ron T, Berksdale Field, Louisiana, which accident occurred at South
Portland, Maine, on 11 July 1944.

2., Pindings and recommendations of Aircraft Accident Board are
—eoneurred-in.

‘5@;‘_. S TYNSeAg

JOHN I. HOORE,
Colonel, Air Corps,
7 Incls: Sommanding.

#1 -AAF Porm 14 (3 pgs) .

w/4 Photos.
#2 =Stmt, M R Roakes, Chf

Mech, NE Awn Co.
#3 -Stmt, J J McCarthy.
44, -Stmt, M V Smith, Pres,

NE Awn Co,
#5 =Exeerpts fr Daily
——Gommunication Rpt.
#6 -WD AAF Form 23,

Acft Clearance,
#7 -Sketch of Runmways:

o o
e s, ST e
R‘TD \ r;’ r\;
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+NCOMWING MESSAGOGE

HEATOUARTERS ARIY AIR FORCES FOR ACTION_AlIU

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO,
VINSTON=SALEN, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE

INTELL

paTE 12 JULY 44

T.WeX. X! TELZGRAM | ADYM NET
WU 103/98 GOVT COLLECT g Vé
tu;i /é2§‘
PORTL AND ME 12 1215A LG NO e

CHIEF FLYI G SAFFTY ARMY AIR FORCE

Il JULY 1944 APPROX 1630 EWT ONFMILE WEST PORTLAND MAINE
PILOT SEC LT PHIL IR | RUSSELL 0-683591 335 BOMBARDEMENT
GROUP (M) BARKSDALE FIFLD LOU CRASHED INTO POPULATED AREA
IN.AREAAND FOG PILOT SSEC LT PHILIP | RUSSELL 0683591 FATAL

ENGINEER STAFF SGT WALLACE (NM1) MIFFLIN 39184309 FATAL

MISSTON TRAINING WEATHER 500 FEET TwO MILES FOG A-26B

SERIAL NUMBER 4322253 BARKSDALE FIELD LOU COMPLETE

WRECK FAILURE OF MATERIAL UNKNOWN DISPOSITION OF

AIRCRAFT 333RD SURB DFPOT CRENIER FIELD NEW HAMPSHIRF

BAMAGE TO PROVATE PROPERTY TWENTY FIVE TRAILER HOMES
BURNED NINE CIVILIANS KILLED TWENTY FIVE INJURED CG

AAF NOTIFIED SIGNED ELLIS

__MOORE CO GRENIER FIELD

1628/13 362/AD

L8N

pa— = 4 32053644 OFs
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. WEADUARTERS ARMY AR FORCES
3 3 OFFICE OF FLYING SAFEWY

WINSTON«SALEM |, N, C,

.

THIS CIRCULATION SLIP WILL REMAIN WITH AND BECOME A PALT 8F THE PELMANENT RECOWLD
INFOLMAL KEPLY MAY BE MADS UNDE~ REMARKS, ALSO ON nEVERSE SIDE, TURNING BOTTOM EDGE UP
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1
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' A DRIFF OF AIPORAPT ACCIDSNT RFSORT
SUBSITTTD BY MAJOR DGR R, OEN, R, 8, 0,

DATE: 11 July 144 = TR 1642 FOT
LOCATIONS } mile south of Portlamd Municips) Alrport, Portlnnd, Me,

ATRCRATT: Type: A-26B, ASK 43-22257, Wo ~niine nusbers svailable,
Orgenizetion: 335 Boub Orou-, Barkadsle Field, Ls,
Result: Dewollished

PITOTY Pussell,Philip 1., 2nd Lt
Pesults to crew: PFatal (2 aboard)

HARPATION OF FVYNT®: The pilot left Barksdale Field the morning of 11 July 1944,

for purpose of routine navigatioral trsining flight, The pilot lended at Newoastle,
Del., to refuel snd then ook off for Bredley Fleld, Conn, The airplsne was not
servieed at Bredley as the pilot filled out Form 23 vwith the motation that thers
romalned 74 hours fucl, The teke—off at Bradloy Field wes accomplished st 1516 F'T
or a CFR flight plendirect to Portland, Me, At the time tho Form 23 wes sccompli h-
-4 by weather officer at Bradley Field, the westher wia comtact st Portland, but
forecastod that {nstrucent comditions would be encounteresd emroute beciuse of low
visibility and scattered thunder showers, The pilot estimated one hour plus thirty
almites to cower 150 miles at & true airsseed of 240 milea per howr,

At 3635 EOT the Portland Munmicipal Airport sent out & telatype #t:ving that
Portland was closed becsuse of & measured ceiling of 300 feet :nd 17 miles visibility
with 1igzht fog. At 1641 the pilot of the alrplan in questiion eallrd the Portland
radio range retuesting landing instructions, At this point the sirplane was flving
approzimetely 200 to 300 feet sbove the sirport in & mortherly direetion. The radio
range onerstor adviged the pilot that the suffuce wind was now Fast 12 milcs per
hour snd gusregted thet he use the Fast-Tost rummy, 1 pdi g to the Fart, The
airplans turned to the left and hesded in a Southerly direction end wes lasgt seen
saking = steep right turn approxismetely 4 to /4 of a mile South of the airport.

At that time there wes s thick fog Tenk st thie locations At 1642 the sirplame
crashed about 3/4 of a mile South of the airport, immedistely bursting imto flimes,
Atthpiﬁofthm&tbwousnmut*aﬂn'mpmfertluuuof
_shisyard smplovees, The mirplane struck a diich approrim-tely 15-20 feet in the
rear of this camp with such force and spocd tnst the plane Twrst into lises “nd

___flew to pleces, “the following damere: 15 civiliams killedj 2 AAF persomnel
killed; 72 other ei were taken to th- hospital, moat of whom were bedi~
l.hlr-s (4 >f the 22 wore treatad at the hospital —nd rriersed, lesving a total of

1
18 stil? conrined to the hospitals)

The following is r list of propsrty dmage, sxcluding loss of the airpi-ner —
17 troilers and one tollet were completely burned, Ome truiler 90% demaged; 5
trailers may be repaired and are badly deneged, 18 sre in meed of ripairs due o
flying parts of the airplane breaking 1 dows, scorched by fire, etc,

INVESTIGATION DISCLOSFD: This accident, cus to ite seriousmess becsuse of the
nusher of eiviliame killed and property damage, w=e iovestigated from every poss'ble
engle, and the following diserepaveics wvere mf_.edt
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8, As per statement inclosed, the radlo range operstor st Portland uni ciml Airport
wag avsre of the faot that tho field was closed at the time of arrivel = airplku in
question snd did not advise pllot that the fleld was below minimum lsualng corditions,
ﬂe -\As;ga stod us’ne the Faprt-Fest rumwey, landing to the Fa:-t, Attenti n is invited

HMemorandun 55-18 which stztes in parsgrsph 1, Seetion ' that pilots ~hen in
flizht vill not ‘e told that they commot land at such =sirport due tc the feet that the
airport hes been classified as "cloged® beciuse of 'rather, bdut ¥ill be told that
prevailing veathe- 1z belovw ilnstrument minimums,

be The wezther officer «t Bradley Field, after filling out the Torm 23, sdvised the
pilot to heve the opersti 12 officer file his clearance onm an IFF Tlight plan, The
ope~ tions officer did not change the clearsnce regerdless of the fsct that the
weather which was resorted helow flicht limitations for CFR was underlined in red,

ce The operastions officer at Predley did not questi n the fact that Portland was
only 150 miles distance and that at a true airspeed of 240 miles per hour it should
not take on houwr and thirty mimutes to cover the route, ¢ peclslly as the 1lot strnted
he ma= flying direct,

de The operctions officer st Bradlcy ghoue 'ot heve cleared this type sirplane,

dus to its eclassification, to Portland Munici{ al Alrport becsuse this fi<1d is mot
en Aray-Ravy field, nor lezased to the Army, mor sre there any facilities for guards,
100 octene ga.solina’, or maimenance, =

e, The pilot had only 5:25 totel ingtrument time in the past six months and none
in the past °0 doys, which would indiecate tict he hed no instrument ¢r ining in thig

—W - e

fo The pilot consumed 1:76 of his estim ted 13130 hen the airspeed I'ils? on Form 23
showed 240 wmilep per hour, vhich if met would have had him over Portlemd in 177. This
would mern that the pilot would have resched his destimatlon at 1553 F'T, nd the
veather at 1600 was still contact, It could not te deternined vhere ‘he ~ilot "lu
to "uge up® the other 157, as mo report of low flying wes received In thet vielnit
even though the home torn of the pilot wns Portlend,

L

TOSIENTSt There appears to be 7o engine nor structursl failure on thig sirplone as

samal “itness s steted that everythling soumied ockey as the airplane “lew over the

airport, The fer remaiiing parts o” both sirplsne =nd enginee rere ex-mined by

representativea of the Dou lis Aireraft Corp. and the Prx..t. & 'h‘tnvv Co., vho vere
Mu their own 1mm.1n‘t.iﬁm

PRORABLE C~U3El lot andesvored to ‘msde steep rit'ht. hend t.urn, o going from
contact to instrument condi®i ns, —_—

"T‘I'RI!!UTT’!: mwmm onrrt——of—«r&m for mot having more
instrusent time on thil typo u.—plan-.

PRCOMITNDATIONS O RSO3 1, Purther investiration be wade by higher authorities g
to why this airplane wna cleared from Bradley with the af reaentioned diserepencics
mted, Also 23 to vhy the rudio operstor advised the pilot to use the Fast-Fest
TUNwAY,

That the Fora 22 heve & spece alloented for the puroose of the ~ilot filling in



the musber of hours of instrument time that he has obtained ofi the type of alrplane
for which he is filing a clearsnce. (This nesd only be for IFR Tiight Plans),

3, That some provizion or repulation be mede thet all pilote holdire vhite
instrusent eards obtsin & minimua of 5 hours in ¢ monthas, either in the Link Tr:iner,
urder the hood, or actual ‘netrusent comditions,

covHTS OF THP INVESTIGATION BRANCHi A copy of this report is being sent 1o

Treining and Operati-ne Division, Tlying Safety, ¥inston-Selem, M. Cey for their
tnfornetion and action, = el »

ERIEFED BY

CHARLES W, FLTTCHER, CAPT, AC

DATE BRIFFFD: 2 August 1944

\”("s



BN |27 S

| ' \\.\\Q . P -
i 1y %\ 2 _§§

[ \\ -

h b7/ Pl A
NI | 1nO 0L 0398VHO | NI | 4MO 0L 039uvHO | NI | LnO |, To [daehD
- \Wj ~— \iw\ndw\ Pr——
-~ . 4 \\. 2 .\ ,& \

G N A EH

438WNN 1N3QI00V

1

INVd ..j IdAL

.r.o..__n_ 40 3WVN
ek ‘.._.,..,rs.&.mh.,i%.&..;17£



riv © & I

LASSIFIED MESSAGE

)

CKY PTOGRAPHIC SECUKITY REQUIKES ADDIYIQN
CF LETTERS IVI T0 CLASSIFICATION OF KEPLY ,
TO THIS MESSAGE ELAF

i i
o RESTRICTE =
fJEEK
From: CO Grenier Field Menchester, ! H, 5 "
! ]
To War Depasrtment
Headquarters ATC Gravelly Point i‘ & D

Office of Flying Safety Winston Salem N.C.
CO North Atlentic Winz ATC Manchester, U, H.
CO Berksdale Field, Louisiana

Nr GFM 825 12 July 194&

________TO CG AAF, CG ATC, Chief o Flylnz Safety, CG NAW !
ATC, CO Barksdale Field atteniian (o¢] le base unit from
Sendow signed Moore

Creshed 11 July 1944 at 204227 1 mile north west of
airport at Portland Maine Pilot Phillip T Russell
end Lieutenant ﬁb ASH unitnown 331 Base Unit Barks-

dale Field Loulsliana claas 1 _sccident csuse unknown,
Engineer Staff uer~er“t Jpllace Mifflin ASN unknosn
organization unknowvn extent of injury of both pilot

and enzineer not definitely known believed to be

) fatal, mission novagetlonal training. VYeather in-

struments estimated €00 feet hi:h broken lower
& broken visability 2 piles ond fog, serial number not
= completely known 2255 only numbers availsble type
" © A261> home station Barksdnle Fileld La extent of dam-
sge believed to be complete wreck failure of matericl
unknown despcsition of aircraft unknown damage to
privete property unknown aircraft cleared from Bradley
Field, Conn to Portlend Me this is preliminary repcrt
further informetion will be forwarded &s scon as
avaeilable, AFACG notified.
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End
ACTION: CQG AAF
INFO : ASF
CM-IN-Q438 (12 Jul k) 1134" RESTRI
CTED
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MUMTERS ARMY AIR FORCES =l
{ i Office -of Flying Safety
) W'mton Salcm I, North Carolma

+ SRS —

© CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

RECEIVED IN CONFIDENTIAL CODE —=E S DATE RECD: 117
; ~2%7  MSG CEN NR: 1 84

o2 o
FROM: [ H: 70 1y 1. He ,N',L'e' /_" e
0 v!
£

TO: S i1 IALYSTS DIVISION

IN REPLY CITE: .Fi1u . >

CRASH r T TH0 r BHA DUE
LE HNOR] T | i PORTL I 14t 3 r R
Th GIILE OF FLYING SFETY Cup IELD ATTENTY
T 3 & 3 g = —r—
k L i i 1T
' | L A !
‘— v | | T
F o \ F Iy | | L L =3
FATALC | | | AL | TS EXT
Fe———Stx JEriorh T s £8 LSy Tud dHEFS \‘ F9
v ST T e T . i U s Plue T v
- AYAILABLE TVSE A Ti0 SIX A HO | KSDALE FIELD LA EXT F

— 2 P ic - g - B & [ 5y -
o =011 L T ESK -FARLURE Dt PoL URRKEEH . 1

ALRCHAFT UNKNOWN DAMAGE TO RIVATE PROPERTY _UNKHOWN AIRCRAFT
., ., -~ CONFDENTAt—RESTRICTED

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED EXCEPT AS PRESCRIBED BY AR3ISO-S
S0D. REPLIES TO CLASSIFIED MESSAGES SHOULD BE REFERRED TO CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER PHONE 143

COPY NR: |
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~—HEADQUARTERS -ARMY AIR FORCES — e — i
( -Office of- Flying Safety
" " Winston- Salem I, North Carolina

CLASSIFIEB MESSAGE CENTER

“INCOMING MESSAGE ==

~—— RECEIVED IN CONFIDENTIAL CODE - e ; RECD: -

_ DATE RECD:
MSG CE” NR:
FROM:
TO: ;
N REPLY CITE e ' PAGE NR: »
! Y 3 ‘
- __RESTRICTED
L: ARED FROM BRADLEY FIELD CUA CONL TO PORTLAND JE THIS 1S o=aLiAlNany
ORT FURT | HFORWAT I ON ‘% ILL BF FORyARDEL n0M ILAsL
AF T TIF :

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS STRICTLY PHONIIIYED EXCEPT AS PRESCRIBED BY AR300-9
30D. REPLIES TO CLASSIFIED MESSAGES S“OUI.D BE REFERAED TO CLASSIFIED MESSAGE- -CENTER PHONE 145

COPY NR:_{ !
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