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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

A flight of A=20 airplanes were being run up for the purpose of
0il dilution during hours of darkness, upor receipt of a warning which
indicated a suddel drop in temperature. The airplanes were lined up, and
tie-down ropss and choocks were being utilized at the time. T/Sgt. Leo G.

Robbins, a qualified combat crewman, after stating that he acheoked the
parking brakes whi ey were fully applied, started the

right engine of A-20, AC serial #R86-624. The airplane either jumped or
skidded past the chocks and commenced a forward movement. The right tie-
down rope broke almost simultaneously and caused the plane to rotate on
the ground in a left semi-circular movement, as the left tie-down rope
held and served as an axis. .

The crewman cut the switch but did not have sufficient brake
application to prevert the right wing tip of the plane from coming into
a collision with the forward part of the cockpit of A=-20, AC serial
#286-582, which was parked to its left. Combat Crewman Ferjes was oo=
cupying the cockpit of the plane which was struck for the purpose of
running up the engines to accomplish oil dilution. He had his head dowm
in the darkened cockpit and did not see the wing tip of the runawsy plane
which caused the bullet=-proof glass to dislodge and strike him on the
scalp causing lacerations (minor injuries).

Due to the noise from the other airplane engines in the immediate
vieinity, it was impossible to warn the man who was injured of the im-
pending collision by verbal means. The accident took place during hours
of darknsss in a remots section of the airdrome in which the planes were
parked, in order to make room for several large formation flights which
were scheduled to arrive ara which would occcupy the lighted portion of
the apron during their refueling operations.

FINDINGS: The Aircraft Accident Investigating Officer finds
thet the direct cause of the accident was a result of a collision
between the moving A-20, AC serial #286-624, and A=20, AC serial
#286-582, which was in a parked position. The Airoraft Accident
Investigating Officer is of the opinion that the underlying cause of
the accident was due to darkness which prevented the crewman who started
the engine from definitely determining the smount of throttle setting
when starting his engine and to apply his toe brakss and cut the switch
promptly when the plane jumped or forced the wheel chocks. The tie-
down ropes which parted showed signs of being old and frayed.

RECOMMENDATIONSs None.
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(Brief narrative of accident, Inelude statement of responsibility and reoommmdﬂ.hm for action to prevent repetition)

A flight of A=20 airplanes were being run up for the purpose of oil
dilution during hours of darkness, upon receipt of a warning which indi-
ceted a sudden drop in temperature. The airplanes were lined up, and tie-
down ropes and chocks were being utilized at the time. I'/Sgt. Leo G.
Robbing, a-qualified combat crewman, after stating that he checked the
parking brakes which indicated that they were fully epplied, started the
right engine of A-20, AC serial #§286-624. The airplane either jumped or
skidded past the chocks and commenced a forward movement. The right tie-
down rope broke almost simltuuuuy and caused the plane to rotate on
the ground in a left semi-circular movement, as the left tie~down rope held
and served as an axis.

The crewman cut the switch but did not-have sufficient brake appli=-
cation to prevent the right wing tip of the plane from coming into a colli-
sion with the forward part of the cockpit of A-20, AC serial §286-582,
which was parked to its left. Combat Crewman Ferjes was ocoupying the
cockpit of the plane which was struck for the purpose of running up the
engines to accomplish o0il dilution. He had his head down in the darkened
cockpit and did not see the wing tip of the runaway plane which caused the
bullet-proof zlass to dislodge and strike him on the scalp cauging lacere—-
tions (minor injuries).

Due to the noise from the other sirplane engines in the immediate
vicinity, it was impossible to warn the man who was injured of the impending
collision by verbal means.. The accident took place during hours of dark-
ness in a rW lanes ked
in order to room arge formation rné% :f& were
scheduled to arrive and which would ocoupy the lighted portim of the spron
during their refueling operations. ——

FINDINGS: The Aircraft Accident Investigating Officer finds that
the direot cause of the accident was a result of a collision between the
| moving A=20, AC serial §286-624, and A-20, AC serial #286=582, which was

in a parked position. The Aircraft Accideat Investigating Officer is of
the opinion that the underlying cause of the accident was due to darkness

; which prevented the crewman-whe started the engime fr hs.m-%?
| mining the amount of throttle setting when starting his engine and to
| his toe-brakes and cut the switch promptly when the plane jumped or

the wheel chocks, The tie-down ropn ﬁlc‘h parted showed signs of being

old and frayed. T —

RECOMMENDATIONS: None.
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27 November 1943

STATEMENT

About 1900 CWT on 26 November 1943 I was running up A-20G=-20
airplans, Serial number 286-624, for the purpose of diluting eil. This
plane was parked adjacent to A=20G-20, Serial number 286-582.

Upon entering the cockpit, I locked the brakes. When I started
my right engine, the plane immediately jumped both chocks and broke
loose from the right mooring rope. It spun to the left and whem I
applied the brakes, it continued its turn. Immediately I cut my right
engine, but the plane turned into A-20C-20, #296-582. 8/Sgt. John
Fejes was slightly injured and both planes slightly damaged.

7 Upon investigation, the right mooring rope was found to be
rotten.

The accident was witnessed by Lt. Richard T. McBriem, Lt.
Richard D. Poindexter, and Lt. Everett T. Platter.
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HEADQUARTERS
TECHNICAL SCHOOL AND BASIC TRAINING CENTER NO. 2 35-1
ARMY AIR FORCES TECHNICAL TRAINING COMMARD
Keesler Field, Mississippi

2 December 1943
SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal.

TO i Headquarters, Office of Flying Safety, Army Air Forces,
Winston=Salem, North Carolinas.

1. Transmitted herewith in accordance with Army Air Forces Regula~
tion 62-14B, Part Eight, Section V, paragraph la, Army Air Force Form #14
involving mirplane A=-20G-20, AC serial #286624, ard Army Air Foroe Form
#14 involving airplane A-20G-20, AC serial #286582, and related papers of
collision on 26 November 1943. !

7 Incls:
Incl 1 = WD AAF Form #14 re A-200=20, AC serial #e86624.

Incl 2 - WD AAF Form #14 re A-20G-20, AC serial #286582.
Indl 3 - Statement of Crewman charged with accident.
Inecl 4 =~ Close-up of wing panel and nose section.

Inel 5 = Close~-up of two damaged airplenes.

Incls6 & 7 - Interior views of two cockpits,.
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