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“I get my power from my co-op, so I can put 
my energy into my family. Touchstone Energy 

Cooperatives provide much more than a way 
to the keep the lights on – it’s how you plug 

into the family, friends and neighbors that 
make up your local co-op.”

of Missouri
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Join us as we celebrate a 
Mexican fiesta of flavors 
this month in our recipe 
section. A recipe for Pork 
Chile Verde, a delicious 
and hearty recipe as 
shown here, can be found 
on page 34.
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As difficult as the coronavirus crisis has 
been, imagine being shut up in our homes 
with no electricity. Electricity is something 
we take for granted, using it to literally 

power our everyday lives.
 Early on, employees of electric co-ops across the 
state circled the wagons to ensure the lights stayed 
on for every member, including those facing finan-
cial difficulties. 
 From the day the first line was energized electric 
cooperatives have made plans to keep that elec-
tricity flowing. Those plans provided an excellent 
starting point to navigate the uncharted waters of a 
worldwide crisis. 
 These efforts started with the power plants 
operated by Associated Electric Cooperative and 
the transmission lines from the six transmission 
co-ops that wheel power across the state. So vital 
are these plants and high-voltage lines that there 
are contingencies for anything that can happen.
 This includes isolating employees to avoid the 
risk of infection, closing doors to outsiders and 
bringing in trailers in case the situation worsened 
to the point that employees had to stay on site.
 Meanwhile the distribution co-ops that serve 
you made their own plans, confident there would 

be no hiccups in power supply. These plans varied 
but included increasing levels of concern triggered 
by events such as positive cases of COVID-19 being 
reported nearby. 
 Boards — meeting by conference call to avoid 
exposure — weighed the difficult decision of wheth-
er or not to postpone annual meetings. Managers 
shared solutions to common problems.
 Unprecedented steps were taken to protect the 
health of employees deemed essential. Offices were 
closed to the public. Trucks went home with line-
men. Workers practiced social distancing or per-
formed their duties remotely.
 These are extreme times, and they call for 
extreme solutions. Know that electric co-ops will 
keep the lights on — and will work with any mem-
ber experiencing financial difficulties. 
 We encourage you to reach out to your electric 
co-op to discuss payment options if you are having 
difficulty paying your electric bill. Co-op employees 
also can help you find ways to reduce your energy 
use and lower your monthly bills. Pay as much as 
you can in order to avoid accumulating a large bill 
that will have to be paid when this crisis ends. 
 We are all in this together, but we will get 
through it together — the cooperative way.

Co-ops vs. COVID-19
Cuivre River Electric Cooperative’s Patty Williams was one of many co-op employees who worked remotely during the crisis. 
Electric co-ops took extreme measures to keep employees safe so they could keep the power flowing during the crisis. 

We’ll keep the lights on & help with financial difficulties
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by Caleb Jones
cjones@amec.coop

I was relaxing in my lawn chair 
watching the sun go down when I 
looked over at my son, Max, who 
had a water gun aimed at me. I’m 

sure you can guess what happened.  
Have you ever noticed that when you 
tell a kid not to do something, they 
immediately want to do it more? 

That got me thinking about what 
we have been dealing with the last 
two months. If you are like me, having 
someone tell me I can’t visit with fam-
ily and friends only makes me want 
to do it more. I hope that when I look 
back on these tough times I will re-
member how we all gave up a little for 
the greater good of our community.

One thing is certain: My definition 
of hero has been forever altered. 

We all know about the doctors, 
nurses, law enforcement, emergency 
workers and military who built their 
careers being there for the rest of us. 
I can’t imagine where we would be if 
they were unwilling to step up.

But from this crisis comes a new 
kind of hero. A month ago, they 
were humble grocery-store workers, 
truckers, trash collectors and factory 
workers. They did their jobs and most 
of us didn’t even notice. Today they 
have become the linchpin allowing 
everyday folks to survive.

Who would have thought how 
much we would rely on that 20-year-
old stocking grocery shelves? Or that 
truck driver who has been away from 
family making deliveries? 

Another unspoken hero has been 

our teachers.  Growing up with an 
English teacher for a mother, I know 
firsthand teaching doesn’t stop when 
the teacher leaves the classroom. 
Teachers have come up with amazing 
new ways to share their knowledge. 
They have not let being forced out of 
their classrooms stop their desire to 
teach while letting the kids know they 
are missed.

There are countless others who 
deserve our gratitude. These people 
are so deep in the trenches of this war 
on the coronavirus that their families 
have forgotten what they look like. 
They are taking great risks because 
they know their work is vital.

It doesn’t get any more heroic than 
that in my book.

To this list I will add electric co-
op employees. These are the people 
who put on their gear and leave their 
families to make sure you have un-
interrupted power. You can’t imag-
ine what’s been going on behind the 
scenes to ensure you can flip that 
light switch, check Facebook or turn 
on the air conditioning.  

It’s been humbling watching all of 
these “new” heroes step up during 
these challenging times. That is what 
makes this country great. No matter 
the odds, no matter the obstacles, 
we have always survived and pros-
pered. Hang in there, stay home, stay 
safe and we will all get through this 
together. If you get a chance, thank a 
hero.  

    
Jones is the executive vice president 

and CEO of the Association of Missouri 
Electric Cooperatives.

A new kind of hero

Max gets his daily 
lessons from his 
hero/teacher, Julie 
Widmer.



Rural Residential Real Estate Loans
For more than 100 years, we have helped people finance 
their dream properties from a handful of acres to 
thousands. Our passion for rural Missouri drives us but 
our experience and knowledge of rural financing sets us 
apart from other lenders. 

WWW.MYFCSFINANCIAL.COM
1.800.444.3276

Find an FCS Financial office near you:

Growing Relationships. Creating Opportunities. is a trademark of FCS Financial, ACA.

It’s more than land,
it’s a way of life.

a Small to large acreage sizes

a Competitive variable, adjustable and fixed rates

a Prepay at any time without penalty

a Convert your loan rate when interest rates offer 
savings

a Local team of experts service your account





The class ring of William
Edward Cramsie set a
Gainesville couple on
the path to preserve
the history of the 416th
Bomb Group.
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The class ring of William
Edward Cramsie set a
Gainesville couple on
the path to preserve
the history of the 416th
Bomb Group.
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One couple’s journey to preserve WWII historyOne couple’s journey to preserve WWII history

by Zach Smith  |  zsmith@ruralmissouri.coop 

It all started with a pawn shop ring, a ring which Wayne 
Sayles didn’t even want. “I went to put it back in the 
box and it wouldn’t go from my hand to the box — it 
stopped right there,” Wayne says, mimicking the act. “I 

came back the next day, same thing. I couldn’t do it.”
That was all it took. Little did Wayne know that gold 

ring, with a red stone bearing the words “West Point — 
1943” and sent to him by a friend from California, would 
change the course of his life.

The journey that it started would lead him and his 
wife, Doris, to establish the 416th Bomb Group Archive 
in Gainesville. The nonprofit repository preserves the 
history of the veterans who served in the 416th through 
countless records, letters, artifacts, photographs and video 
interviews of World War II servicemen.

Inscribed inside the band, Wayne found: “William 
Edward Cramsie, Class of 1943.” Intrigued, the art 

historian and retired Air Force captain made a cursory 
search of Cramsie’s name online and found no joy. “You 
don’t get zero hits on Google very often,” Wayne adds.

Still, he could not let go, and Wayne followed his nose 
for ferreting out facts. He and Doris followed clue after 
clue. These eventually led the White River Valley Electric 
Cooperative members to two living 416th veterans, Tulsan 
Ray Jones and Missouri resident Bob Basnett, as well as 
the bomb group’s 2006 reunion in Louisville, Kentucky.

“They stick together because they were the greatest 
generation,” says Doris. “You should have heard those 
men. They picked up right where they left off. They were 
the happiest people you’ve ever seen.”

As Wayne conducted research for a biography on 
Cramsie, “First to Fall: The William Edward Cramsie 
Story,” he and Doris continued to make the annual 
reunion trip. At the 2010 meeting in Branson, one late 
veteran’s wife mentioned she had no family to whom she 
could leave the things her husband had saved from his 

Wayne and Doris Sayles oversee the 416th Bomb Group Archive in downtown Gainesville.  A resource for authors, researchers and school children
alike, the archive preserves a specific piece of World War II history through documents, photographs, exhibits and hours of veteran interviews.
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days in the service. Wayne and Doris offered to 
take them until the group came up with a better 
solution.

“Museums didn’t want it because they are full 
of World War II material. They can’t store it, they 
have so much,” Wayne says. “It’s a problem on a 
broader scale for that group. As the years go by, 
there are more and more people in that boat.”

The solution arrived in the form of the archive 
building — the old Gainesville City Hall, which 
came up for sale later that year. Serendipity 
seemed to be taking care of the 416th's hallowed 
history and appointing the Sayleses as its 
keepers, according to Wayne. “This wasn’t all 
out of curiosity,” he adds. “We were driven by 
something very powerful.”

Finding the veterans, hearing their stories 
and preserving their war-time artifacts was 
only half the battle. In order to create a 
truly useable archive, Wayne and a group of 
dedicated volunteers took on the painstaking 
and monumental task of turning hundreds 
of personnel records, load lists and aerial 
photographs into completely detailed breakdowns 
of each of the bomb group’s 285 missions. All 
of the information is freely available online. The 
husband-and-wife duo are currently at work 
cataloguing all of the items in the archive's 
inventory so that a search of any member of the 
416th will show users all of the artifacts, from 
matchbook covers to medals, associated with 
that particular veteran.

Although it’s not a museum, the archive 
does have a few displays, including West Point 
uniforms, pieces of debris from German flak 
guns and aircraft wreckage, and more than 300 
love letters from the late 1st Lt. Harold “Dave” 
Andrews to his wife-to-be, Jackie. The archive 
has proven to be a hit with researchers and 
authors, as well as younger generations who are 
just beginning to learn the history of the war.

While heavy bombers such as the B-17 and 
B-24 focused on industrial sites, the smaller, 

Top: A collection of more than 300 letters from Lt. Harold
"Dave" Andrews to his future wife Jackie pays tribute 
to love during wartime. Andrews' family also donated a 
pendant — which the officer made for his sweetheart from 
his pilot's wings — to the archive. Bottom: The archive 
and Wall of Honor are hard to miss on a drive through 
downtown. It is located in the former Gainesville City Hall.

More content inside
our digital edition
www.ruralmissouri.coop
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faster planes such as the Douglas A-20 Havoc fl own by the 
416th focused on destroying launch sites for Germany’s 
V-1 fl ying bomb — one of the earliest cruise missiles — 
which was wreaking havoc on England. Following the 
Allied Forces’ landing at Normandy, the four squadrons 
were then tasked with attacking German military units 
and bridges. 

On April 10, 1944, less than a year after his 
graduation and less than two months before 
D-Day, Cramsie took his last fl ight. Cloud 
cover over the V-1 launch area at Bois de Huit 
Rues made identifying the bomb site diffi cult, 
and Cramsie’s A-20 was hit by fl ak from German 
88-millimeter cannons during both passes. As 
the squadron returned home across the English 
Channel, other pilots reported seeing Cramsie losing 
altitude before he disappeared down into the clouds. The 
pilot managed to send out a request for rescue, but a 
transposed coordinate meant that help never arrived. To 
this day, the search for Cramsie’s plane in Bradwell Bay 
continues.

Wayne would later determine that Cramsie gave the ring 

to his mother sometime before he shipped out overseas. 
After the war, she gave it to his brother Robert, also a 
WWII veteran. How the ring ended up in a West Coast 
pawn shop and later in Wayne and Doris’ mailbox remains 
a mystery. What it led to, however, is preserved in great 
detail at the Gainesville archive. Only a handful of the 

bomb group’s veterans still make it to the reunions 
and there are fewer every year. That’s where the 

archive can serve as a vehicle for honoring them 
and their brave deeds during a diffi cult time, 
says Wayne.

“The documents themselves, while 
irreplaceable, are not the only purpose for 
the archive’s existence,” Wayne says. “What 
is most meaningful is what those veterans 

did and preserving that memory.”

The 416th Bomb Group Archive is located at 52 Fourth 
St. in Gainesville and is open by appointment. Contact the 
archive at 417-499-9831 or archive@416th.com. You can 
visit the archive online at www.416th.com and follow them 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/416th.

Channel, other pilots reported seeing Cramsie losing 

bomb group’s veterans still make it to the reunions 
and there are fewer every year. That’s where the 

archive can serve as a vehicle for honoring them 
and their brave deeds during a diffi cult time, 
says Wayne.

did and preserving that memory.”

Gainesville

A display at the entrance to the archive puts visitors in the time period of the 416th. Behind the West Point uniform, Wayne points out the Cramsie
family's Service fl ag. The blue star represents William's brother, Robert, who also was on active duty during the war. The gold star recognizes that 
William was killed in battle following the attack on a V-1 launch area at Bois de Huit Rues.
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visit waterfurnace.com

*26% through 2020 and 22% through 2021   •   WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 

Your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy in your own backyard 
to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. Contact your local 
WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure.

California/ 
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Rehagen Htg & A/C
(573) 796-2311
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Rogers Htg & Clg
(816) 675-2244
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Central Htg
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Absolute Comfort
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Perryville
Schumer Brothers
(573) 547-6517

Salem
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(573) 729-4332
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ACR
(660) 827-2322
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Krueger Mechanical
(417) 883-6395

Warrensburg
Air Design
(660) 429-4800
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Never Seal Your Deck Again!

With this Tuscaloosa’s Own promotion. Not valid with other o�ers or prior
service. Must be presented at time of order. Expires 5/31/2020 

25% O�
Deck, Fence or

Concrete Restoration

If our work fails to meet the standard as is in our written statements, we will reapply the sealant without any charge during the warranty period. We will not replace, repair or pay for the e�ected wood, masonry, concrete or related property.
We do not warrant color or concrete. Go to our website at www.seal-smart.com for more warranty information.  

417-429-2999
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See savings through energy effi ciency 
upgrades and Energy Star products

Having your residential HVAC system inspected by a qualifi ed service technician can make your home more energy effi cient this summer.
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by Derrill Holly and Paul Wesslund  |  info@ruralmissouri.coop

If the warmer spring weather has you thinking about 
the sultry summer months ahead, this could be a great 
time to consider energy-saving options for your home 
and making plans to help control your energy costs this 

summer.
There’s a combination of things you can do yourself, like 

making slight modifi cations to your family’s routine, that 
can help identify and achieve opportunities for savings 
while keeping your home more comfortable throughout the 
summer cooling season ahead. According to Scott Blue, 
member energy services specialist for Springfi eld-based As-
sociated Electric Cooperative, cooperative members some-
times focus solely on energy effi ciency as a way to reduce 
their energy use.

“The other — and sometimes more important but over-
looked — area is energy conservation. Understanding your 
energy consumption by the hour and not waiting to get the 
monthly bill in the mail,” Scott says. “What is my kilowatt-
hour price? How many kilowatt-hours am I using? When 
cooperative members see this and react in more real time, 
their energy consumption would fall, saving them money 
through  conserving.”

ENERGY STAR PRODUCTS 

The little blue (and sometimes black) logo with the 
star inside that you see on all sorts of appliances 
and electronics has changed the way we view savings 
through more effi cient products.

The Energy Star program claims credit for saving 
Americans $30 billion in energy costs. Analysts credit 
Energy Star with innovating the energy industry, as 
manufacturers set goals of making more energy ef-
fi cient products than their competitors.

Energy Star makes it easy to know whether a 
product you’re thinking about buying is more energy 
effi cient. Essentially the program looks at the average 
energy use of each type of product and awards the 
Energy Star rating to top performers based on differ-
ent criteria. A refrigerator needs to be 9% more energy 
effi cient than the minimum effi ciency standard; a 
computer needs to use 25% less electricity than con-
ventional models and include a power-saving mode 
option when it’s not being used.

“The Energy Star program is a symbol for energy 
effi ciency; providing simple, credible and unbiased 
information that members can rely on to make well-
informed decisions,” Scott says. “These products are 
tested and meet certain energy effi ciency guidelines 
that will help members save money by using less 
energy.”

So, if the appliance or device you’re purchasing in-
cludes the Energy Star logo, you know it’s among the 
most energy-effi cient products available. That simplic-
ity is the secret to the success of the program.

HVAC CONSIDERATIONS

When it comes to heating, ventilation and air con-
ditioning equipment, spending a few dollars at the 
beginning of the season can add energy savings, help 
avoid expensive surprises and system failures in the 
future and add life to your system.

A qualifi ed service technician with the right skills 
and equipment will check key components like the 
compressor and condenser, clean the coils and 
inspect the ductwork. A technician also may offer 
advice on how to get the most value out of your smart 
thermostat.

According to experts with the Energy Star program, 
sealing and insulating ductwork can improve the ef-
fi ciency of your HVAC by as much as 20%. Making 
sure systems are appropriately sized also can improve 
performance. Once your HVAC system no longer 
meets your needs or doesn’t keep your house comfort-
able, work with a trusted contractor to fi nd a properly 
sized, high-effi ciency system that meets your needs 
with energy effi ciency and future savings in mind.

“Purchase the most economical and realistic equip-
ment you can afford,” Scott says. “I would encourage 
— at a minimum — a heat pump hooked to either an 
electric furnace or even a gas furnace with a 90-plus 
annual fuel utilization effi ciency (AFUE) rating. I 
would also encourage at least a bid and consideration 
of a geothermal unit. This will give you the cost to 
upgrade and the potential return on that investment. 
You can always give your local cooperative a call for 
help and guidance.”

May20_Straight Talk Test.indd   2May20_Straight Talk Test.indd   2 4/9/20   9:19 AM4/9/20   9:19 AM



16  RURAL MISSOURI  |  MAY 2020

GAIN INSIGHTS FROM ENERGY AUDITS 

Sometimes it pays to get the big picture, so when it 
comes to energy efficiency and getting real value for 
your home improvement dollars, professional advice 
is a good place to start. 

Your local electric cooperative may be able to rec-
ommend professionally trained energy advisors who 
can conduct comprehensive assessments and provide 
recommendations that could help you control energy 
costs and improve comfort.

Energy audits include examination of heating, cool-
ing and water heating equipment, as well as interior 
and exterior lighting. Other available services can 
include inspections and assessments of windows, 
crawl spaces and other voids for air leaks, which can 
degrade HVAC performance.

According to the U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration, a professional energy auditor will review 
monthly, seasonal and annual energy bills, consider 
household occupancy patterns and examine condi-
tion, age and use of appliances and other electronics. 

An analysis developed from the collected informa-
tion can help determine a series of recommendations 
that, if accomplished, can produce savings. Home-
owners can then decide which measures fit into their 
budgets or schedules as they consider improvement 
projects.

Scott says he’s done energy audits on homes new 
and old. “The value of understanding your home’s 
performance and characteristics will help you know 
where to spend money to have the greatest return on 
your investment,” Scott says. “Understanding heat 
movement and costs associated with your home are 
so important in making educated decisions that you 
can be happy with.”

Having an energy audit done inside and outside of your home can help you gain valuable insights into any energy deficiencies your home might have.

SMALL CHANGES ADD SAVINGS

When the goal is keeping your house cool and com-
fortable this summer, remember that any activities 
adding heat and humidity to your air-conditioned 
spaces can increase your energy use and in turn your 
energy costs.

Open doors don’t just allow people and pets to 
come and go. They also provide an instant exchange 
of cooler inside air for warm, moist air, much the 
same as the cooling effect you experience when stand-
ing in front of an open refrigerator. Planning a warm 
afternoon in the yard? A cooler stocked with cold 
drinks and chilled snacks and placed outdoors can 
help cut down on household traffic on hot summer 
days.

When cooking, instead of an oven consider using 
smaller appliances in your kitchen like a slow cooker 
— or better yet, take the extra heat from cooking 
outdoors and grill up some hot dogs or hamburgers 
on your patio.

Ceiling fans operating in air-conditioned space can 
make you feel about 4 degrees cooler while you are in 
the room. But the benefits only occur when a room 
is occupied as the temperature of the room doesn’t 
change. Be sure to make it a habit to turn off the ceil-
ing fan and lights when you leave the room for some 
summer savings. 

Derrill Holly and Paul Wesslund write for the Nation-
al Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the national 
trade association representing more than 900 local 
electric cooperatives. From growing suburbs to remote 
farming communities, electric co-ops serve as engines 
of economic development for 42 million Americans 
across 56 percent of the nation’s landscape.
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THE ONE-TIME, LIFETIME LAWN SOLUTION 

Stays
lush and 
green in 
summer

– CUTS WATER BILLS AND MOWING BY AS MUCH AS 2/31
– NO GARDENING EXPERIENCE NEEDED – NO DIGGING UP OLD GRASS2
– GROWS IN POOR, ROCKY, SANDY OR CLAY SOIL – IT DOESN’T MATTER3
– FOR SLOPES, PLAY AREAS, BARE SPOTS AND PARTIAL SHADE4
– STAYS GREEN IN SPITE OF HEAT AND DROUGHT5
– STOPS CRABGRASS AND MOST SUMMER WEEDS FROM GERMINATING6
– ENDS COSTLY RE-SEEDING AND NEVER NEEDS REPLACEMENT7

    Ways Our AmazoyTM Zoysia Lawn
Saves You Time, Work and Money!
7

GUARANTEED TO GROW
Or We’ll Replace Plugs FREE!

SAVEOVER50%

1) New Super Plugs come in handy trays, pre-cut as individual 3"x3" 
plugs ready to plant. Enough for 60 sq. ft. from $24.95 + shipping.

2) Freestyle Plugs come in uncut sheets with up to 150 - 1" plugs. Or for 
less cutting and planting, make each plug bigger and plant them farther 
apart – your choice. Enough for 300 sq. ft. from $29.95 + shipping.

3) Amazoy-Approved Seed – As the Zoysia Experts for 60+ years, we 
finally have a Zoysia seed that meets our standards and homeowners’ 
expectations. Available in 2-lb. bags, enough to cover over 1,000 sq. ft.

NOW 3 WAYS TO START YOUR AMAZOY ZOYSIA LAWN!

ORDER YOUR WAY TODAY!

Harvested Daily From Our Farms
And Shipped To You Direct!

www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag

Amazoy is the trademark registered U.S. Patent Office for our Meyer Zoysia grass.
© 2020 Zoysia Farm Nurseries, 3671 Old Taneytown Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787

410-756-2311 Dept. 5596

Zoysia Farm
                                NURSERIES
  Improving Americas Lawns Since 1953

Watering chores,water bills! Sweating behind a roaring mower!
Spraying poison chemicals and digging weeds...

...you can end such lawn drudgery – here’s how!

ZoysiaFarm Rural Missouri halfpg May2020 Dept5596.indd   1 1/25/20   5:47 PM

*Applicable for purchases only. Restocking fee may apply.

READY TO
TAKE YOUR
LIFE BACK?
Enjoy the freedom
of portable oxygen
therapy.

1-800-651-9397

Over 775,000 people in 47 countries have 
taken their lives back with a lightweight 
Inogen One portable oxygen concentrator. 
Dealing with a chronic respiratory disease, 
such as COPD, is burdensome enough 
without having to struggle with heavy 
tanks, constant refi lls, or being tethered to 
a stationary system. For nearly 20 years, 
Inogen has been the global leader in 
portable oxygen concentrators, exclusively 
dedicated to innovative oxygen solutions. 
It’s time to reclaim your freedom and live 
your life in moments, not minutes left in an 
oxygen tank.

Call NOW and speak with an 
Inogen Oxygen Specialist to 
request your free informative 
brochure or to take advantage 
of our 30-Day Risk Free Trial*!

MKT-P0148
©  2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.



Visit:
worldwidebuildings.com

for more information

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS

10 lb. bag treats up to 4,000 sq. ft. $94.00.
50 lb. bag treats up to 20,000 sq. ft.
$345.00.  FREE SHIPPING! Certified
and approved for use by state
agencies State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E.P.A.

800-328-9350
Marble size pellets.  Work at any depth.

KillLakeWeeds.com

AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 55E

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

Order online today, or request free information.

KILL LAKE WEEDS

Our
65th
year

�rewood on site.

MOVING FIREWOOD
TRANSPORTS TREE-KILLING
INSECTS AND DISEASES

How to Help:






Buy locally harvested firewood.

Gather on site where permitted.

Ask a park ranger or campsite host 
about where to get local firewood.

The forest will thank you.

Learn more at
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GeneracSpeedWash.com

Order Today
800-761-9651TOLL

FREE

Up to 3200 PSI for 
FAST, thorough cleaning!

   POWERDIAL™ GUN
puts pressure control 
at your fi ngertips!

CLEANING TOOLS
make washing anything 
FAST and EASY!

GET THE COMPLETE SYSTEM
with FREE Cleaning Tools & FREE Shipping!

SpeedWash models start at JUST $359!

LIMITED-TIME, FACTORY-DIRECT OFFER!

POWER BROOM
cleans decks and driveways up to 4X faster! 

ULTRA-FAST. EASY to USE. 
BUILT to LAST.
A complete pressure washing system from Generac that 
provides ALL the tools you need for every application.

Pressure Washing System

           



Horseshoes is a sport 
for all seasons

CLOSE CLOSE 
COUNTSCOUNTS

Melanie Zerr, the 2019 women's division champion of the Annual State 
Tournament, looks for another ringer during a competition earlier this 
year at the Quail Ridge Horseshoe Club in Wentzville.



XX  RURAL MISSOURI  |  MAY 2020

Known for their devotion to the game, serious pitchers often compete at indoor courts where dirt lanes and sand pits give way to concrete floors 
and clay. Popular in chillier months, the indoor courts also shelter players from rain and can be air conditioned for the dog days of summer.

by Jennifer Johnson  |  info@ruralmissouri.coop
photos by Zach Smith  |  zsmith@ruralmissouri.coop

For two decades, Danny Williams had a dream. A 
competitive horseshoe player since he was 21, 
Danny wanted to build a clubhouse with indoor 
courts where people could pitch horseshoes year-

round. But when he told other people his dream, they 
laughed.
 Danny realized his dream on July 6, 2002, when he 
and wife, Melody, opened the Backyard Horseshoe Club 
in Grassy, five miles west of Glen Allen. It is one of three 
horseshoe clubs in Missouri that were built by couples in 
their own backyard. The name also evokes memories for 
Danny of playing horseshoes at family gatherings when he 
was growing up in southeast Missouri.
 “Every time we would all get together, we would pitch 
horseshoes,” Danny says. “The whole family participated. 
I liked the challenge of hitting the stake and making a 
ringer, and the competition between family members and 
friends.”

“A lot of people don’t know that rural horseshoe clubs 
exist," Melody says, "but competitive pitchers do.”

 At the Backyard Horseshoe Club, Danny and Melody 
host tournaments twice a month, October through March. 
They use two wood stoves to heat the 75-by-125-foot 
clubhouse, which has four regulation courts fenced like a 
batting cage plus a concession stand and restrooms. 
 People also call and ask to pitch horseshoes on 
alternate weekends, Melody says, and can rent the 
building for reunions or parties. Horseshoes are optional.
 “It’s kind of a community club in the country,” she says.
 Anyone can enter a tournament for fun, but competition 
mostly draws members of the Missouri Horseshoe Pitching 

Association. Sanctioned weekend tournaments are 
important because their scores, in terms of percentage of 
ringers per game, are averaged for seeding in state and 
national tournaments. Rankings, along with stats dating 
back to the 1920s for some competitions, appear on the 
state association website. Top-ranked pitchers have a 
ringer average of 70% to 75%.
 Al Mundy, state association Zone 3 director, used 
to have his own indoor courts in his backyard, so he 
understands the desire to practice year-round to improve 
your game.
 “It gets in your blood,” he says.
 Al lives in southwest Missouri, where pitchers gather 
one weekend a month at the Strawberry Shed, six miles 
south of Aurora. An offshoot of the Crane Horseshoe 
Club, the Strawberry Shed was built in 1989 by Frank 
and Ruth Hudson, who named it Hudson Hall. When the 
couple started growing strawberries in the fields around 
the clubhouse, they used their indoor court to store flats of 
fruit awaiting pickup. 
 Frank and Ruth competed in national and world (U.S. 
and Canada) tournaments. They were inducted into the 
Missouri Horseshoe Pitchers Hall of Fame in 2015. Frank 
passed away in 2017, and while the courts no longer host 
tournaments, Ruth says some faithful regulars still like to 
practice there. The Strawberry Shed is a barn, she says, 
but a nice barn.
 “My husband wanted to fix it up nice,” Ruth says. “It 
has a dining area with windows where the women can sit 
and watch and stay warm.”
 South of Fort Leonard Wood, Donra and Virgil McCown 
welcome pitchers to the Good Luck Horseshoe Club, which 
they built on their property six miles outside of Bucyrus in 
2010.  Pitchers come from as far away as the Kansas City 



area, Virgil says, for the St. Pats Open and other all-day 
tournaments. Donra is a championship pitcher and cooks 
food for the competitors.
 “Any age that wants to compete can pitch,” Virgil 
says. “I had one player who was 90 years old and pitched 
holding on to his walker.”
	 Along	with	backyard	clubs,	five	other	horseshoe	clubs	
in Missouri host tournaments on indoor courts. South 
of St. Louis, in Crystal City, Festus Horseshoe Club 
members	play	in	a	dairy-truck	garage	they	converted	into	
a clubhouse. Fred Smetzer, tournament director, says the 
club	has	four	courts	and	75	members,	who	divide	into	
groups	to	practice	during	the	week.	The	sessions	provide	
exercise — pitching horseshoes is better  for burning 
calories than weightlifting, according to some sources — 
and a reason to get out of the house in winter. Weekend 
tournaments	add	the	goal	of	improving	your	game	and	are	
an	inexpensive	way	to	be	involved	in	a	competitive	sport,	
Fred says.
 Near Sunrise Beach, horseshoe pitchers compete 
throughout the winter at The Pits, which Jim Bainter 
created in a warehouse 10 years ago. In addition to the 
Frosted	Pumpkin	Open,	the	Turkey	Stakes	and	five	other	

tournaments, Jim runs three horseshoe leagues at the 
Pits, winter home of the Lake of the Ozarks Horseshoe 
Club, which has 15 courts.

Pitchers in the Kansas City area play at the Don Harris 
Arena in Liberty, home of the Liberty Horseshoe Club 
and the Heart of America (Kansas City) Horseshoe Club. 
Located in Liberty’s Stocksdale Park, it has 10 courts.  
The	largest	indoor	pitching	venue	in	Missouri	is	the	

Quail	Ridge	Horseshoe	Club	in	Wentzville,	west	of	St.	
Louis. The complex also is home to the National Horseshoe 
Pitchers Association Hall of Fame and museum. With 16 
courts	and	a	pit	crew,	it	is	billed	as	the	finest	horseshoe	
facility in the world.
	 “We	are	unique	in	Missouri	because	we	have	so	many	
indoor facilities,” says Donna Bastel, former regional 
director	of	the	MOHPA.	“Many	of	the	states	don’t	have	
tournaments	in	the	winter	because	they	don’t	have	indoor	
courts.”
 According to Ron Highley, state president, the Missouri 
Horseshoe Pitching Association is the largest of 54 
horseshoe pitching associations in the United States and 
Canada. Established in 1921, the Missouri association 
also boasts the largest sanctioned club in the nation.

Virgil McCown, who owns and manages the 
Good Luck Horseshoe Courts in Bucyrus 
with his wife, Donra, demonstrates one of 
many throwing styles. Virgil was the 2019 
world champion runner-up in the men's 
senior division (age 60 and older) and Donra 
has been ranked among the top 20 women 
pitchers in the world.
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Top: 2015 Missouri Men's Division champion Steve Johnson, Jefferson 
City, opens with a high-flying shoe at Quail Ridge. Middle: National 
Horseshoe Pitchers Foundation Treasurer Gary Buehler shows off a 
shoe in the museum of the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association 
Hall of Fame at Quail Ridge. The museum preserves the history of 
the sport's greatest players, including a few displays on presidential 
enthusiasts such as Harry S. Truman. Bottom: Melody Williams pitches 
in the Spring Team Handicap Tournament at Wentzville. Melody and her 
husband, Danny, opened the Backyard Horseshoe Club in Grassy. The 
clubhouse proves a popular space for event rentals when not hosting 
bi›monthly horseshoe tournaments.

Missouri also has a strong junior program, according 
to Jim Bainter, state secretary/treasurer, and sends 
competitors to national and world tournaments. Because 
minors cannot win cash, prize money is put into a fund 
they can access when they turn 18. Melody and Danny's 
son, Martin, now in his 20s, is a state junior champion 
and placed fourth in a world junior championship 
tournament. 

“He started playing when he was 5 and competed in his 
first tournament when he was 9,” Melody says.

When the weather warms up, Lake of the Ozarks 
pitchers move to outdoor courts in Laurie and other 
horseshoe clubs in Missouri. Fourteen outdoor courts 
hold Spring Opens and other tournaments throughout 
the summer. Out-of-staters get in on the fun, too. The 
Lions Park Horseshoe Club in Peculiar holds a Tween the 
States Open, and Independence Horseshoe Club members 
compete in the Missouri/Kansas Border War Open. 
 While the sport provides fun all year long, there's 
something about the clang of a ringer that's right on 
the money which evokes the feel of the backyard in 
summertime. That's when Danny and Melody open up the 
sides of the Backyard Horseshoe Club and turn on the 
fans to keep things cool. In 2010, they hosted the Missouri 
State Horseshoe Pitching championships, with people 
camping on the grounds. 
 Danny remembers the first time he entered a 
tournament with his stepbrother at the Cape Girardeau 
Eagles Club annual picnic. They won.
 “Winning first place hooked me on the sport right away, 
and I have enjoyed the competition and playing the sport 
ever since,” he says.
 It was a sympathetic loan officer at a bank who first 
took Danny’s request for funds to build a backyard 
clubhouse seriously. With the loan and the help of their 
daughter, Melody and Danny started building. Other 
players still doubted they could do it, Danny says, but they 
did. Now their backyard rings summer through winter with 
the sound of horseshoes hitting the stake. 
 “We showed them that dreams do come true,” Danny 
says.

For more information on horseshoe pitching tournaments 
and clubs in Missouri, visit the Missouri Horseshoe 
Pitching Association at www.mohpa.us or follow their 
Facebook group at www.facebook.com/groups/MOHPA. 
The National Horseshoe Pitchers Association Hall of Fame 
museum is located at 100 Bluestem Way in Wentzville 
and is open Saturday and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. For 
more information on NHPA or horseshoe rules visit www.
horseshoepitching.com. 

Jackson is a freelance writer from Clinton.
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20%
OFF

SUPER COUPON

ANY 
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ITEM*

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be used with 
other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, compressors, fl oor 
jacks, power stations, safes, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, welders, Admiral, Ames, 
Atlas, Bauer, Central Machinery, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Diamondback, Earthquake, Fischer, 
Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on 
prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/30/20.

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specified comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was 
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 6/30/20.
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LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  4  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  2  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  1  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

LIMIT  3  - Coupon valid through  6/30/20 *

* 71948366 *
 7 1 9 4 8 3 6 6 

* 71950097 *
 7 1 9 5 0 0 9 7 

* 71953705 *
 7 1 9 5 3 7 0 5 

* 71961702 *
 7 1 9 6 1 7 0 2 

* 71965105 *
 7 1 9 6 5 1 0 5 

* 71951784 *
 7 1 9 5 1 7 8 4 

* 71954928 *
 7 1 9 5 4 9 2 8 

* 71963700 *
 7 1 9 6 3 7 0 0 

* 71966762 *
 7 1 9 6 6 7 6 2 

* 71951134 *
 7 1 9 5 1 1 3 4 

* 71953912 *
 7 1 9 5 3 9 1 2 

* 71963314 *
 7 1 9 6 3 3 1 4 

* 71965666 *
 7 1 9 6 5 6 6 6 

* 71953243 *
 7 1 9 5 3 2 4 3 

* 71960883 *
 7 1 9 6 0 8 8 3 

* 71965067 *
 7 1 9 6 5 0 6 7 

* 71966797 *
 7 1 9 6 6 7 9 7 

* 71948965 *
 7 1 9 4 8 9 6 5 

* 71946310 *
 7 1 9 4 6 3 1 0 
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SAVE  $730 

Customer Rating
 Side 

tray sold 
separately. 

•  12,600 cu. in. of storage
• 580 lb. capacity 

$ 19999 

SUPER COUPON

$ 1 49 99  
NOW

COMPARE TO

$ 880 
MODEL:  KRBC10TBPC 

Snap-on
BLUE-POINT

YOUR CHOICE 
OF 6 COLORS 30", 4 DRAWER TECH CART 

ITEM  64189/64723 / 63922  shown

SAVE  
 60% 

Customer Rating
NOW

$ 1 99  

 200 LUMEN LED SUPER BRIGHT 
FLIP LIGHT 

COMPARE TO

$ 499 
 PROMIER 

MODEL:  SW-SWITCH-12/24 

•  Wireless, tool-free and 
easy installation 

$ 399 

ITEM 
 62523 

SAVE  
 $529 

SUPER COUPON
Customer Rating

SAVE  

NOWNOWNOW

$ 479 99  

$ 49999 
COMPARE TO
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 2000 WATT SUPER QUIET 
INVERTER GENERATOR 
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SAVE 
 50% 

Customer Rating
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$ 3 99  

 10" PNEUMATIC TIRE 

COMPARE TO $ 809 
 FARM & RANCH MODEL:  FR1055 

$ 699 

ITEM  60395
62325/62493 / 61523  shown

SAVE 
 $46 

SUPER COUPON
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NOWNOWNOW

$ 7499  

 300 LB. CAPACITY
ATV/LAWN MOWER LIFT 

•  Fits lawnmowers/ATV/
Quads with wheelbases 
25" to 39" wide 

COMPARE TO $ 12147 
 MAX LOAD MODEL:  38028 

$ 9999 

ITEM  69594/69955/64284 / 42292  shown
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 83% 

SUPER COUPON
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CHARGER 

®
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 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL
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FLOOR JACK 

COMPARE TO

$ 18999 
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MODEL:  T830018Z 

•  Weighs 
78 lbs. 

$ 10999 

 #1 SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA 

Customer Rating

ITEM  69505/62418 / 66537  shown

SAVE  
 70% 

SUPER COUPON
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NOWNOWNOW

$ 5 99  
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MOVING

BLANKET 

COMPARE TO
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 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL:  77280 

$ 899 
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SAVE  66% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating NOW

$ 499  

 MECHANICS GLOVES 

COMPARE TO

$ 1499 
 VALEO 

MODEL:  25521 

$ 549 

 AVAIL. IN SM, MED, 
LG, XL, XXL 

ITEM  63255 / 63254  shown
SAVE  $94 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 79 99  

 1750 PSI ELECTRIC 
PRESSURE WASHER 

COMPARE TO
$ 17444  BRIGGS & 

STRATTON MODEL:  20600 

•  1.3 GPM
• Adjustable 

spray nozzle 

$ 9999 

ITEM  62515 / 66911  shown

SAVE  
 50% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOW
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 18" WORKING PLATFORM 
STEP STOOL 

COMPARE TO $ 3999 NEOCRAFT MODEL: 60635

•  350 lb. 
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$ 2999 

ITEM  56241 / 64857  shown

SAVE 
 $85 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating
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OIL-LUBE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

COMPARE TO

$ 24999 
 PORTER-CABLE 

MODEL:  118903799 

•  Air delivery: 
4.0 SCFM @ 90 PSI 

$ 18999 

ITEM 38970/ 92486/39757/60496/62398 / 61897  shown

SAVE 
 39% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

ITEM 38970/ 92486/39757/60496/62398 / 61897 shown

NOW

$ 1 1 99  

 30" x 18" HARDWOOD DOLLY 

COMPARE TO
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 MILWAUKEE 

MODEL:  33700 

•  1000 lb. capacity 

$ 1599 

ITEM  68998/63248/64080/64263 / 63091  shown

SAVE  
 54% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 29 99  

 130 PIECE TOOL KIT 
WITH CASE 

COMPARE TO $ 6639 
ANVIL MODEL: A137HOS

$ 3999 

ITEM  65570/61884 / 62370  shown

SAVE  
 66% 

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

NOWNOWNOW

$ 1 9 99  

 6AMP VARIABLE SPEED 
RECIPROCATING SAW 

COMPARE TO
 PORTER-CABLE 

MODEL:  PCE360 

$ 5998 

 Blade sold 
separately. 

$ 2899 

SAVE 93%
SUPER C

OUPON

WOW!
SAVE 65%

$399

HEAVY DUTY BATTERIES
AA, AAA - 24 PACK

Item 61675 shown

Customer Rating

$139
WOW!
YOUR CHOICE

LIMIT 3
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by Jim McCarty  |  jmccarty@ruralmissouri.coop

According to Laclede Electric Cooperative Manager 
Marc Roecker, you can’t separate an electric co-op 
from its community. “We are joined at the hip,” he 
says of the relationship between Laclede Electric 

and the many communities in its six-county service area. 
“We are connected for life to our communities and that’s 
why we have to help each other.” 

For longer than anyone at the Lebanon-based electric 
cooperative can remember, employees have been digging 
deep to support less fortunate members and the nonprofi t 
organizations that offer them help. They do this in many 
ways, including donating money through payroll deduc-
tions and fundraisers with the money earmarked for wor-
thy causes. 

One of the latter is a chili cook-off that was held in Feb-
ruary. Employees competed for prizes while paying $5 each 
to eat lunch prepared by the contestants. All of the money 
collected — $460 this year — was donated to Project 360 
and its Sound House in Lebanon, which provides support 
for homeless teens. 

“We hold it on safety meeting day,” says Lisa Cromer, 
who serves as president of the Laclede Electric Employee 
Organization. “That way all the area offi ce linemen are 
there. We raise more money if all the employees are in-
cluded.” 

She says Project 360 is something the employees are 
happy to help. “Project 360 assists with schoolwork, tutor-
ing, and provides a hot meal. The Sound House is open 
from 3 to 7 in the evening. They have activities for the kids  
and need donations to keep the facility going for these  
kids.” 

One of the major activities for the Employee Organi-
zation is the Caring and Sharing for Education project. 
Money donated by employees is used to buy toiletries and 
other items for needy students in the 40-plus schools 
where Laclede Electric serves. 

“I’m not sure how many years we’ve been doing that, 
but it’s been at least 10,” says Lisa, a 25-year employee of 

the cooperative. “That’s our biggest project.” 
Over the years more than $200,000 has been funneled 

into the program from the generosity of the cooperative’s 
employees. In 2019, 4,000 items were sent to area schools 
at a cost of $15,000. In just two months in 2020, $3,374 
was collected for Caring and Sharing, with $1,200 coming 
from donations made for dress-down days at the offi ce. 
A fi shing tournament held in the fall also raises money 
for Caring and Sharing. Every penny comes from Laclede 
Electric’s 120 employees. 

It takes a lot of money to meet the constant needs of the 
program, Lisa says, but the generous employees always 
step up. In one recent month seven schools made requests 
for 226 items that cost $1,234 to purchase. 

“Throughout the year, certain months have three 
paychecks since we get paid every two weeks,” Lisa says. 
“When we have the extra paycheck and are low on some of 
the items, we will ask employees if they want to make an-
other payroll deduction so we can replenish the inventory.”

Schools send requests for items to the cooperative, and 
employees shop and fi ll bags with the items. For those 
schools in outlying areas, the bags are sent to the nearest 
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by Jim McCarty  |  jmccarty@ruralmissouri.coop the cooperative. “That’s our biggest project.” 

Laclede Electric employees dig deep for communities
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of Laclede’s offi ces in Camdenton, Hartville or Waynesville 
for pickup. Typically, school nurses or counselors stock 
the items and students can request what they might need. 

And that need is high in the Missouri Ozarks. “I think 
the need is greater than what you realize until 
you get involved in something like this,” Lisa 
says. “I remember when I was in school and 
you could tell there were kids that didn’t have 
much. They got made fun of and unfortunately 
there wasn’t anything like this to help them.”  

The program is making a difference, she says. 
Students send thank-you notes, and school nurses 
have written the co-op to relate the impact the 
program is making. “They can concentrate more on 
learning because they feel better about themselves,” Lisa 
says. “It is kind of a self-esteem builder too.” 

“There’s a big need because of the number of commu-
nities in our six-county area, no doubt about that,” Marc 
adds. “But there are a number of wonderful organizations 
that are helping.” 

One of these is Lebanon’s Community Cares program, 
which funds worthy organizations that help the communi-
ty similar to the United Way. Laclede Electric’s employees 
typically contribute $3,000 to $4,000 annually to the fund. 
“We really like that fundraiser because Community Cares 
makes those decisions about who gets funded,” Marc says. 
“It can be a literacy organization, a food bank or a camp 
like Camp Wonderland for disabled children. We know 
those funds are going to the right places.” 

Laclede Electric’s employees give back to their com-
munities in other ways. For example, employees pick up 
trash along a stretch of Route 66 near the Lebanon offi ce. 
At Christmastime a mitten tree — made from copper by a 
retired employee — goes up in the lobby. Employees bring 
gloves, hats and scarves to hang on the tree and then    

donate the items collected locally. 
New in 2019 was a holiday food drive to ensure no one 

in the community went hungry. At the Camdenton offi ce 
a “Coats for Kids” drive is held, with donations going to 

Dogwood Elementary School. 
Off the clock, the cooperative’s employees can be 

found volunteering for all kinds of community activi-
ties. These efforts were recognized by Touchstone 

Energy, which presented its Power and Hope 
Award to one of the cooperative’s employees. 

“Everyone enjoys helping,” says Lisa. “They 
might pick one thing they contribute to or they 
might help with all things. It’s rewarding when 
you get to hear the stories about where it has 

helped people. It’s always a good thing.” 
Adds the manager: “I am proud of our employees. They 

have for many years pitched in and helped out in so many 
ways with the community. The seventh Cooperative Prin-
ciple is Concern for Community and I think that has been 
ingrained in our employees’ DNA. They really do pitch in.”

Students send thank-you notes, and school nurses 

program is making. “They can concentrate more on 

Off the clock, the cooperative’s employees can be 
found volunteering for all kinds of community activi-

ties. These efforts were recognized by Touchstone 
Energy, which presented its Power and Hope 

Award to one of the cooperative’s employees. 

Lebanon

Left: The results of a Laclede Electric food drive are boxed and ready 
for delivery to a local food pantry. Below: Proceeds from an employee  
chili contest were donated to Project 360. The money will help fund 
The Sound House where homeless teens can fi nd support. Right:
Among the many ways the cooperative gives back to the community 
is by picking up trash along a stretch of Route 66 through MoDOT’s 
Adopt-A-Highway program.

photos courtesy Laclede Electric Cooperative
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This painting by Pearl Van Arsdale, Sam’s wife, shows Jim in all his glory. It now hangs in a veterinary office in Marshall. Jim was a Llewellyn English 
setter, a breed known for its bird-hunting ability. Jim’s pedigree included some of the greatest field trial dogs of his era. One newspaper account says 
more than 5,000 birds were shot over Jim in his 12 years of life.
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A dog named Jim
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Jim the Wonder Dog Jim the Wonder Dog 

bow-wowed skeptics bow-wowed skeptics 

with astounding intelligencewith astounding intelligence

 Editor's note: This story, one of the most popular with our readers, is reprinted from the May 2014 edition of Rural Missouri. 
Sadly, Mary Burge passed away in 2017.

by Jim McCarty  |  jmccarty@ruralmissouri.coop 

You won’t believe this story. There’s no way a scruffy looking setter could be smart enough to read. How could a 
dog know a foreign language, you will say, much less Morse code? 

Yet once upon a time, there was such a dog. His name was Jim, but these days he’s better known as Jim the 
Wonder Dog.

 So compelling is Jim’s story that the town of Marshall — where Jim spent most of his 12 years — pays respect to him 
in its slogan: “Smart dog, Nice folks.” More than 2,000 people per year visit the garden devoted to the humble setter and 
a Jim the Wonder Dog Museum welcomes visitors to Marshall. In 2017, Missouri's governor signed a bill that designated 
Jim "Missouri's Wonder Dog." Marshall even hosts Wonder Dog Day annualy.
 “I think it’s such an amazing story,” says Larry Arrowood, president of the Friends of Jim the Wonder Dog group. “Peo-
ple are amazed at how it could be possible. There’s so many people who actually saw the dog and people who have fol-
lowed the story for many years.”
 Larry, a relative newcomer to Marshall, admits being skeptical when he fi rst heard the story of Jim. “But then I read 
the book,” he says, speaking of Clarence Dewey Mitchell’s “dogography” written in 1942. “When you have read the book, 
you are more likely to believe it because there is so much information in there about Jim and the things he did.”
 Mary Burge was no skeptic when it came to the Wonder Dog. She was one of the eyewitnesses to the psychic setter’s 
feats. 
 “I was just old enough to remember those things. I loved the dog so much,” said the Co-Mo Electric Cooperative mem-
ber. “There was something about Jim. When he put his paw on you and looked up at you, he had these eyes that were just 
wonderful. It wasn’t just dog eyes. They were eyes of wisdom. They made you realize there was something special about 
him.”
 Mary grew up on a farm near Arrow Rock, just 20 miles from Marshall. Once a month, her family would head to Mar-
shall to buy the few things they couldn’t grow themselves.

illustration by Dusty Weter



 Her mother would take Mary and her brother, Kirby, 
shopping. Meanwhile, her dad would head to the Ruff 
Hotel to visit with his friend and Jim’s master, Sam Van 
Arsdale. “That’s where I first met Jim,” Mary recalled.
 She said Jim always had a crowd gathered around him, 
which included locals and the many salesmen who stayed 
at the hotel Sam owned. 
 “Jim would do most anything they asked him to do,” 
said Mary, who was 5 years old when she first met Jim. 
“They would ask him to go pick out a certain license plate 
number, or go over to a certain person that maybe had a 
brown suit on. He might ask him what was two times four 
and he would mark it out with his foot.”
 On several occasions, Mary was part of Jim’s show. 
Once Sam asked Jim to pick out the little girl in a sailor 

dress. The dog came over and stood in front of Mary. Jim 
also picked her out when Sam asked him to find the girl 
with a red dress and a bow in her hair — Mary never got 
rid of this dress.
 Once, Mary was in town carrying a purse. “He said, ‘Go 
bring me the purse of someone that has 10 pennies in it.’ 
He walked around, came over to me and put my strap in 
his mouth and carried it off to Sam. I started crying and 
Mr. Sam said, ‘What’s wrong honey?’ He had my 10 cents. 
I was going to buy 20 pieces of candy.”
 Sam told Jim to return the purse and he did.
 Another time, Mary and her brother were playing out-
side the store when her parents were ready to leave and 
couldn’t find them. Hearing them say this, Jim headed 
outside, found the missing kids and herded them back to 

The Ruff Hotel 
in Marshall was 
owned by Jim’s 
master, Sam Van 
Arsdale, and 
was the location 
for many of his 
extraordinary 
performances. The 
hotel has been torn 
down. In its place is 
a garden dedicated 
to Jim. The Van 
Dyke Building 
shown to the left is 
now home to the 
Jim the Wonder 
Dog Museum. 

photo courtesy of the Friends of Jim the Wonder Dog

photo courtesy of the 
Friends of Jim the 

Wonder Dog

Left: Larry Arrowood, president of Friends of Jim the Wonder Dog, holds a sign with Marshall’s slogan outside Marshall's Jim the Wonder Dog 
Museum. The museum was dedicated in 2017 before the town’s annual Wonder Dog Day festival. Right: This garden devoted to Jim, located on the 
site of the Ruff Hotel where he once lived, brings thousands of visitors a year from all over the world to Marshall.
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their parents.
 There was nothing in Jim’s early days that pointed to 
his future greatness. In fact, he appeared to be the least 
likely of the litter born to a Louisiana breeder on March 
10, 1925.
 Jim is described as an ungainly dog, with feet and a 
forehead that were too big for his body. Unlike the six oth-
er pups, which chased each other around the pen, Jim 
spent most of his time with his head on his paws, as if 
deep in thought.
 He was given as a joke to Sam Van Arsdale, 
an avid bird hunter who at the time was manag-
ing the Arcade Hotel in West Plains. Sam turned 
him over to a trainer, who quickly saw the pup was 
hopeless. Try as he might, he couldn’t get Jim to 
hunt like the other dogs under his direction.
 Rather than give up on him, Sam took Jim hunt-
ing and learned the dog was a natural that needed 
no training. On the hunt, Jim wouldn’t track back and 
forth trying to pick up the scent. Instead, he went straight 
to the covey as if he knew exactly where the birds would 
be. If there were no quail in the fi eld, Jim would refuse to 
hunt.
 These early signs only suggested Jim’s prowess as a 
hunter — not his supernatural skills. But one hot day, 
Sam spoke out loud to Jim. He suggested they stop hunt-
ing and go sit under a hickory tree to cool off. Jim trotted 
straight to the hickory, even though there were many trees 
from which to choose.

Intrigued, Sam directed him to fi nd a black oak. Jim 
did it. Astonished, Sam asked him to fi nd all sorts of trees, 
and fi nally a stump and a tin can. Jim never failed.

Jim’s fame spread. Sam moved to Sedalia, where he 
managed the LaMoore Hotel. Here, Jim was put to the 
test. Despite the belief that dogs are color blind, Jim eas-
ily picked out different colored clothes on command from 
Sam. 

  He could point to the gentleman from Blackwater or 
the car a certain salesman drove. Asked on what you 
would listen to Amos and Andy, Jim pointed to a radio.

Sam liked a certain cigar. Jim could point out the 
box these cigars came in, even when the clerk tried 

to fool him by rearranging the display case.
As word got around — spread by the many 

traveling salesmen who saw him perform and the 
hundreds of newspaper stories written about him 

— people fl ocked to Marshall to see for themselves. 
They left believers.
 “I have never asked Jim a question he could not 
answer,” Sam once told a newspaper reporter. “Jim could 
do any mental trick that a human could do. He understood 
every language, written or spoken. I mean by that he could 
actually read. I could write a command in any language, 
show it to him, and he would obey. In fact, Jim knew 
everything.”
 Jim could even predict the future. He predicted that 
Franklin Roosevelt would win the 1936 presidential elec-
tion and that the Yankees would win the World Series 

the car a certain salesman drove. Asked on what you 
would listen to Amos and Andy, Jim pointed to a radio.

box these cigars came in, even when the clerk tried Marshall
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Jim, shown here with Sam Van Arsdale, had 
an uncanny ability to fi nd birds and refused 
to hunt when there were none present.

"Jim c� ld do any mental � ick 

that a human c� ld do. He 

und� st� d ev� y language, 

wri� en �  spoken. I mean by 

that he c� ld actually read." 

— Sam Van Arsdale



that year. On seven occasions, Sam put the names of the 
Kentucky Derby horses in envelopes and asked Jim which 
horse would win. Then he put the envelope in his vault, 
opening it only after the race was over. Jim never failed to 
pick the winner.
 Sam refused to exploit the dog, turning down a small 
fortune offered if Jim would appear in movies. He even 
passed on an invitation to visit the president in 
Washington, D.C.
 Jim showed his skills before a joint session of 
the state legislature. During this demonstration, 
he was asked — in Morse code — who spon-
sored horse racing in St. Louis. Without hesi-
tation, Jim walked off the rostrum, down the 
aisle and put his foot on the correct man. 
 It should be noted that Sam did not know 
any foreign languages, nor did he understand 
Morse code.
 In an effort to explain how a dog could have such 
apparent superhuman intelligence, Sam took Jim to be 
examined at the University of Missouri veterinary school. 
Thousands turned out to see Jim respond to questions put 
to him in Greek, Spanish, French, German and Italian.
 Those examining Jim — including psychiatrists from 
Washington University in St. Louis — judged him to be an 
otherwise normal dog. Mizzou's Dr. A.J. Durant declared, 
“I am convinced that Jim possessed some occult power 
that may never come again to a dog in many, many gener-
ations.”

 While on a fi shing trip to Warsaw with Sam on March 
18, 1937, Jim suffered a seizure. He was rushed to Sedalia 
where he died of an apparent heart attack, his master by 
his side. 
 Sam wanted Jim buried in the family plot at Marshall’s 
Ridge Park Cemetery, but that was not allowed. Instead, 

he was buried just outside the cemetery. In time, 
the cemetery expanded to surround Jim’s grave. 

His fi nal resting place is now the most visited 
plot in the cemetery. Those who come to pay 

their respects often leave little mementoes 
behind.

No one ever fi gured out how Jim 
acquired his skills. Theories abounded. 
One was that he was the reincarnated 
King Solomon. “Hundreds of persons 

have tried to explain Jim,” Sam told a Kansas 
City Star reporter, “and I have agreed with all of them. 

Some say it is mental telepathy. Perhaps it was.”
 Mary Burge had her own idea. “The only theory I have is 
God made everything and everybody, and somehow he just 
gave him that knowledge. I don’t know, unless it was a gift 
from God. He was defi nitely a one-in-a-million dog.”

 For more about the Friends of Jim the Wonder Dog, the 
museum and the garden, call 660-886-8300, visit www.
jimthewonderdog.org or fi nd him on Facebook. The garden 
and museum are located at 101 N. Lafayette St. in Marshall. 
You can visit his fi nal resting place at 804 E. Yerby St. 
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When Jim the Wonder Dog died on March 18, 1937, his owners weren’t allowed to bury him in the family plot at Marshall’s Ridge Park Cemetery. 
However, the cemetery later expanded to include his grave, which is now the most-visited site in the cemetery. Often those coming to pay their 
respects to Jim leave behind offerings such as fl owers, coins and toys.
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The Fiesta 
starts here!

Spice it up for Cinco De Mayo
by Heather Berry  |  hberry@ruralmissouri.coop
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SOUTH-OF-THE-
BORDER PIZZA
1 1/4 cups flour
3/4 cup cornmeal
1/4 cup sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 teaspoon chili powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup milk
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 egg
6 ounces cheddar cheese, shredded
6 ounces Monterey Jack cheese, shredded

Topping:
1 1/2 pounds ground beef
2/3 cup water
2 envelopes taco seasoning, divided
16 ounces sour cream
10 ounces cheddar cheese, shredded
10 ounces Monterey Jack cheese, shredded
15 1/4-ounce can whole kernel corn, drained
15-ounce can black beans, drained and rinsed
1 cup salsa

Heat oven to 400 degrees. In a large bowl, combine flour, cornmeal, sugar, baking powder, cayenne, 
chili powder and salt. In another bowl, combine milk, oil and egg until just combined. Add wet 
ingredients to dry and combine. Stir in cheeses. Spread into a greased 15-by-10-inch pan and bake 
for 10 to 12 minutes or until a toothpick inserted comes out clean.

In a large skillet, cook beef over medium heat until no longer pink; drain well. Stir in water and 
one envelope of taco seasoning. Bring to a boil; reduce heat and simmer, uncovered for 5 minutes. 
Set aside.

In a small bowl, combine the sour cream and remaining packet of taco seasoning. Spread over 
crust. Sprinkle with the beef mixture and half of the cheeses. Combine the corn, beans and salsa; 
spoon over the cheese. Sprinkle with remaining cheese. Broil until cheese is melted.
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MEXICAN  WEDDING 
COOKIES
1 cup butter, softened
1/4 cup powdered sugar
2 teaspoons almond extract
2 cups flour
1/4 cup walnuts, finely chopped
Extra powdered sugar in which to roll cookies

Beat butter, powdered sugar and almond extract until 
creamy. Stir in flour and nuts. Chill for at least 2 hours.  
 Heat oven to 375 degrees. Roll into small balls and 
bake for 15 to 17 minutes. Cool thoroughly, then roll in 
extra powdered sugar.

Pork Chile Verde
1 pound pork tenderloin, cubed
1 large onion, chopped
1 large yellow bell pepper, chopped
1 large red bell pepper, chopped
4 cloves garlic, minced
4 large carrots, peeled and chopped
1 1/2 tablespoons ground cumin
2 teaspoons dried oregano
2 bay leaves
Two 10-ounce cans mild green enchilada sauce
4 cups chicken broth
1 cup water
1 to 2 teaspoons Kosher salt
Two 16-ounce cans great Northern beans, drained
1/2 cup long grain rice, uncooked

In a large pot, brown pork. Add onion, bell peppers, gar-
lic and carrots. Cook and stir until onion softens slightly.  
 Add remaining ingredients. Bring to a boil. Reduce 
heat, cover and simmer 20 to 30 minutes, or until car-
rots and rice are tender.  Ladle chile into bowls.
 Garnish as desired. Serve with tortilla chips or warm 
tortillas. 

Mexican Lasagna
1 box lasagna noodles, uncooked 
1 pound lean ground beef
1 can refried beans
2 teaspoons dried oregano
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cumin
3/4 teaspoon garlic powder
2 1/2 cups lukewarm water
2 1/2 cups medium salsa
2 cups sour cream
3/4 cup green onions, finely sliced
1 can sliced black olives
2 plus cups mozzarella cheese, shredded

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Combine beef, refried beans, 
oregano, cumin and garlic powder. Put noodles in a single 
layer across the bottom of a 9-by-13-inch casserole dish. 
Spread half of the beef mixture over noodles. Top with 
another layer of noodles and remaining beef mixture. Top 
with another layer of noodles.

Combine water and salsa. Pour over the noodle/beef 
layers. Cover tightly with foil and bake for 1 1/2 hours. 

Mix sour cream, onions, olives and cheese and spread 
over top of hot casserole. Return to oven and bake for 10 
minutes longer or until cheese is melted.

(Recipe shown on cover)
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Taco Guacamole
4 avocados, pitted and peeled
1 1/2 tablespoons of fresh lime juice
1/4 cup red onion, diced
1 clove garlic, minced
1 1/2 tablespoons taco seasoning
1 teaspoon kosher salt

In a large bowl, cut avocados into small chunks. Stir in 
lime juice, onion, garlic, taco seasoning and stir well to 
combine, gently mashing the avocados. Season with salt; 
stir well again to mix as desired. Serve immediately.

Sassy Salsa
14 1/2-ounce can diced tomatoes with zesty green chiles 
4 pickled jalapeno pepper slices 
1/4 cup fresh cilantro, firmly packed
1/2 cup onion, chopped 
1 tablespoon fresh lime juice 
1/4 teaspoon cumin 
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/4 teaspoon crushed red pepper 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
Several jalapeno pepper slices
Fresh cilantro for garnish, optional
Tortilla chips 

Drain the juice from the tomatoes, reserving 1 tablespoon 
of juice; discard remaining liquid. Place tablespoon of 
juice, tomatoes and the remaining ingredients in a food 
processor or blender. Pulse 5 to 6 times or until finely 
chopped.

Cover and chill several hours. Serve with tortilla chips.

Chicken Taquito 
Burritos 
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 garlic clove, crushed
1 medium onion, finely chopped
2 teaspoons ground cumin
1 cup cooked chicken, finely diced
1 cup cooked red or black beans
1 cup shredded Mexican-blend cheese
1 tablespoon jalapeno pepper sauce
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup butter
1 teaspoon Tabasco sauce
12 sheets frozen phyllo dough, thawed

Heat oven to 425 degrees. Heat oil in 2-quart saucepan 
over medium heat. Add garlic and onion; cook 5 minutes. 
Stir in cumin; cook for 1 minute.

Combine chicken, beans, cheese, jalapeno sauce, salt 
and onion mixture in large bowl; mix well.

Melt butter in small bowl; stir in Tabasco sauce. Set 
aside half of butter mixture; keep mixture warm.

Assemble the 12 sheets of phyllo dough in three sets 
of four layered sheets as follows: place one sheet of 
phyllo on work surface; brush with butter mixture. Place 
second sheet of phyllo dough on top of first sheet; brush 
with butter mixture. Repeat with two more sheets of 
phyllo, brushing each sheet with butter mixture, to make 
four layers. Repeat this process with the other two sets 
of four sheets. Cut each set of phyllo sheets (horizontally 
and vertically) into four equal pieces making 12 cut piec-
es of layered dough.

Place 1 heaping tablespoonful of chicken mixture in 
lengthwise strip on each cut piece. Fold in short sides 
about 1 inch to enclose filling; roll lengthwise to form a 
4-inch-long tube. Place on cookie sheet; brush with but-
ter mixture. Bake 12 to 15 minutes or until golden. Serve 
with reserved warm butter mixture for dipping.
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Moving is the best medicine. Keeping active and losing 
weight are just two of the ways that you can fight
osteoarthritis pain. In fact, for every pound you lose, 
that’s four pounds less pressure on each knee. For 
information on managing pain, go to fightarthritispain.org. 

Moving is the best medicine. Keeping active and losing 
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by Zach Smith  |  zsmith@ruralmissouri.coop 

It’s diffi cult to overstate the benefi ts of an outdoor 
adventure. Something as simple as a walk in the 
woods carries the health benefi ts of physical exercise,  
from reducing risk associated with certain diseases 

to helping you sleep. But the outdoors also recharges our 
batteries in another way. According to the American Heart 
Association, studies have shown spending time in nature 
has a positive effect on mental health including alleviating 
stress, anxiety, fatigue and depression while at the same 
time boosting our feelings of joy and well-being. 
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The Outdoors Are 
Sti�  Open
Enjoying Missouri’s natural 
beauty good for the heart, 

head and soul

R M  | O U T D O O R S

From the 
prairies to the 
woods to the 
waters, Missouri’s 
conservation 
areas and other 
public lands o� er 
opportunities for 
all tastes.



 That’s especially true in these trying times.
“Nature helps you relax, and the outdoors isn’t closed,” says Lucas 

Bond, communications manager for the Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion. “Just keep in mind your social distancing and other health measures. 
Usually when you’re out hiking, you’re not doing it with a big group of peo-
ple anyway.”

While it may not be the right time for a group fl oat trip or camp out, 
there are plenty of activities you can do on your own or with those in your 
household. Spring is a good time to dust off those binoculars and search 
the skies for migratory birds, or bust your fi eld guide out of the glove 
box and identify plants. For parents with school-age kids now at home or 
for educators and students learning remotely, MDC’s free, nature-based 
curriculum program “Discover Nature Schools,” is available online. The 
programs are for pre-kindergarten through high school students.

For some more outdoor fun, clean the cobwebs off that fi shing pole in your 
garage and see if you can entice a bluegill in the stocked farm pond. In late 
March, MDC announced it would waive fi shing permits and trout tags through 
April 15. The waiver applied to all Missouri residents and nonresidents whose 
fi shing privileges were not otherwise suspended. Even after valid permits and tags 
were once again required, a day of fi shing in the Show-Me State is hard to beat.

“The current public-health emergency caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) has 
many Missourians and others looking for safe ways to get outside in nature,” says 
MDC Director Sara Parker Pauley. “Missouri’s rivers and streams offer high-quality 
fi shing as a way for people to connect with nature while still complying with all health 
and safety recommendations. Fishing is also a great way to get some much-needed 
physical and mental health benefi ts during this stressful time.”

The closure of MDC offi ces, staffed shooting ranges and visitor, nature and educa-
tion centers were to be effective through April 30, when the situation was scheduled 
to be reassessed.

Hunting, including the spring turkey season and the youth, mentored and man-
aged hunts associated with it, also continued as usual. A twilight walk through Mis-
souri’s turkey woods is the perfect opportunity to hear the natural world 
awaken around you. A morning spent in this solitude offers both time for 
refl ection and the chance at a gobbler.

“When you’re hunting — especially turkey hunting — it’s not in a 
group setting,” Lucas says. “Hunters can even get their permits online or 
through the MO Hunting app.”

If all else fails, there’s the trusty piece of gear most people have, even 
if they don’t birdwatch, fi sh or hunt: a comfortable pair of shoes. Check 
online to make sure other trails and parks are open before making a trip, 
as offi ce sites, playgrounds and recreation and camping areas are temporar-
ily closed, and many public events have been cancelled. Even though MDC 
buildings are temporarily closed to the public, Lucas says the trails at visitor 
centers and conservation areas are still open to foot traffi c. With more than 
1,000 conservation areas across the state, there’s bound to be a springtime 
slice of natural beauty blooming in your neck of the woods.

“Just be sure not to travel across the state to do this,” Lucas adds. “There 
should be a conservation area near you, and you can use the MO Outdoors 
app to fi nd them.”

If possible, make it a point to get out and enjoy some fresh air — even if it’s 
just some time in the backyard. Whatever type of adventure you choose, fol-
low your federal, state and local health and safety guidelines, practice social 
distancing, wash your hands and avoid touching your face. Whether it’s a 
walk down the driveway, around the block or a trek on your favorite trail, 
enjoy the outdoors. It might be just what the doctor ordered.

For more information about the Missouri Department of Conservation 
areas, learning programs, regulations and closures, visit www.mdc.mo.gov. 
To fi nd other public lands and accessibility information near you, visit www.
mostateparks.com, www.fs.usda.gov/mtnf, www.fws.gov, www.nps.gov/
state/mo and bit.ly/2Jfi rxX. For more information on COVID-19 safety from 
the Missouri Department of Health, visit bit.ly/2UmMF7b.
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Cooperative organizations 
double down on safety

by Derrill Holly  |  info@ruralmissouri.coop

Optimism bias is the belief that bad things won’t 
happen to you. “We come to work every day and 
ask everyone to follow proper work procedures all 
the time,” says Rob Land, vice president of risk 

management and training for the Association of Missouri 
Electric Cooperatives. “It’s something we stress daily.”

And it’s one of the key things that the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association and Federated Rural 
Electric Insurance Exchange were targeting when they 
launched their ambitious program, Commitment to Zero 
Contacts, two years ago.

“If we can get all cooperative employees to follow proper 
work procedures at all times and realize the impact not 
doing so can have on themselves and their families, that is 
one of the most important shared goals we could achieve,” 
Rob says.

Since launching Commitment to Zero Contacts at the 
NRECA Safety Leadership Summit in April 2018, more 
than 570 managers of electric co-ops and public power 
districts — including a majority in Missouri — have for-
mally endorsed the program. AMEC has made it a major 
focus of their safety education work.

The program’s creators say the response from co-ops 
has been extremely positive and that it’s beginning to 
show on-the-ground results.

“We’ve seen the average number of contacts reduced 
more than 25% annually and serious injury numbers 
reduced signifi cantly,” says Corey Parr, Federated’s vice 
president for safety and loss prevention. “The results to 
this point are good, but we have to be focused on zero 
contacts year after year.”

FOCUSED
ON

SAFETY

May20_Safety.indd   1May20_Safety.indd   1 4/9/20   9:10 AM4/9/20   9:10 AM
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NRECA and Federated, which insures many of the na-
tion’s electric cooperatives, worked closely with statewide 
associations in designing the program and developing its 
suite of tools and materials.

Allan Branstetter, AMEC’s director of risk management 
and training, says the statewide training staff has incor-
porated Commitment to Zero Contacts into their presenta-
tions with a goal of promoting candid and open dialogue 
about safety concerns.

“We can’t stress enough the importance of job briefings 
that promote safety conversations and training opportuni-
ties, especially with our newer crew members. We’re seeing 
that across the state,” Allan says. “The practice is reinforc-
ing our overall safety commitment, and it gives seasoned 
lineworkers opportunities to promote safety and provide 
leadership.”

Corey said one facet of the Commitment to Zero Con-
tacts initiative that’s been a particular success is the Stop 
and Focus Every Day (S.A.F.E.) app, a smartphone/tablet 
program that walks crews through job-site briefings and 
safety reporting.

“There are more than 250 electric co-op and public 
power district systems using the S.A.F.E. app, submitting 
an average of 15,500 job briefings and 500 job site obser-
vations each,” he says. “This will definitely help mitigate 
future risk.”

Another popular tool of the Commitment to Zero Con-
tacts program is challenge coins, which co-ops can cus-

tomize with safety messages and hand 
out to crews.

AMEC ordered about 1,800 
coins and has distributed them 
widely among operations per-
sonnel at its 47 member co-ops. 

“One side says, ‘Committed 
to Zero Contacts,’ and the other 

side says, ‘Committed for the 
ones I love most!’ ” says Allan.
“Everybody wants to go home at 

night, but this kind of shows you why 
you want to take the extra time to be safe,” says AMEC 
safety instructor Bruce Stumpe. “And the coins are con-
stant reminders. When you reach in your pocket, you feel 
that.”

For Bud Branham, NRECA’s director of safety programs, 
the ultimate goal of the program is for co-op employees to 
adopt safe practices not just on the job but throughout 
their lives.

“When people make a voluntary commitment to consis-
tently apply life-saving rules, they begin to take personal 
ownership,” he says. “When you get folks to talk about 
safety on the job, at home and in life, that means the mes-
sage is getting through.”

Left: AMEC’s Tim Pirtle leads by example during an international 
mission in Guatemala. Lineworkers strive to work safely wherever they 
are. Top right: AMEC’s Johnie Hendrix works with lineworkers during 
a training course. Second from top: Lineworkers from SEMO Electric 
all sign off on the course of action for an upcoming job, ensuring 
everyone is on the same page. Above right: AMEC’s Allan Branstetter 
stresses safety during a conference in Jefferson City. Right: AMEC’s 
Craig Moeller conducts a training session for lineworkers.
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Due to recommendations 
from local, state and na-
tional offi cials as well as 

the Centers for Disease Control, 
Rural Missouri will temporar-
ily suspend publishing of the 
“Events” section. The Rural Mis-
souri staff assembles the mag-
azine weeks and even months 
before it’s dropped off in your 
mailbox, and with COVID-19 
turning our lives upside down 
this spring, it is our preference 
to err on the side of caution at 
all times.

Normally in May, this section 
features multiple pages full of 
entries of your favorite Memorial 
Day festivals, gatherings and pa-
rades as well as annual Missouri 
traditions such as Mayfest in 
Perryville and Wonder Dog Day 
in Marshall, both of which have 
been moved back until later in 
the year. We are sad not to share 
these opportunities with you 
this month, but rest assured we 
will resume publishing events 
once health concerns have been 
alleviated.

As of the production of this 
magazine, Missouri is under a 
statewide stay-at-home order to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
The phrase “social distancing” 
has become part of our vocabu-
lary, our big events have moved 
into our homes and backyards 
and we’ve never been better at 
washing our hands, thoroughly 
and often.

Once these health orders have 
been lifted, we will continue to 
do what Rural Missouri has done 
since 1948: Promote the strong 
people, vibrant communities and 
resilient small businesses that 
are so vital to the economy and 
way of life of rural Missouri. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
everyone as we work through 
this unprecedented crisis. Stay 
safe and be well.

R M  | E V E N T S

Rural Missouri Events section temporarily suspended 
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How one missed step
changed a couple's

lives forever 

K� ping
Your
Focus
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Bruce and Darla Stumpe view 
every day as a gift. In 2009, Bruce 
received a severe electrical burn 
from a high-voltage power line. 
Now he helps educate others 
about complacency on the job.

photo courtesy of the Stumpe family 



by Heather Berry  |  hberry@ruralmissouri.coop

Bruce Stumpe won’t forget Monday, Dec. 14, 2009. 
It was a day that would forever change his life and 
lead him to a new career ensuring others don’t 
repeat his mistake.

 It was cold and windy, so windy he had to place his work 
orders under a rock on the worktable. He also was irritated 
because he’d forgotten to bring a warmer coat. 
 As a relay meter technician, much of Bruce’s job was 
wiring, calibrating and testing substation equipment for 
Central Electric Power Cooperative which provides power 
to eight mid-Missouri electric cooperatives.
 Bruce wrapped up a job in Sedalia that morning when 
his supervisor asked him to head north to Hughesville and 
run a test on some equipment at the substation.
 “I was testing reclosers,” says the 55-year-old. “That’s 
the last device before the power goes to the end user. It’s a 
protection device that monitors lines for faults.”
 For Bruce, stops like these were fairly routine, some-
thing he’d done thousands of times during his career. He 
set up the necessary testing equipment and proceeded 
with the seven-step process. The last part of the testing 
required Bruce to climb a ladder to check the fault level 
current on the equipment.
 “As my wrist passed by the exposed line, I recall a 
massive jolt to my chest and being slammed down to the 
ground and pinned against the passenger tire of my truck 
and the ground," says the Three Rivers Electric Coopera-
tive member. "I remember it happened around 1:11 p.m. 
because of the time I had noted on my paperwork.”
 Bruce looked around, still in shock, then held his right 
arm up to assess any damage. He’d received a shock from 
a 7,200-volt line and was still alive.
 “There wasn’t any blood, only a hole the size of my index 
fi nger going into the outside of my wrist,” Bruce says. 
 Electricity always takes the path of least resistance to 
the ground. If a person gets in its path, it may exit through 
the hands or feet. More often than not, the heart and lungs 
are damaged by the current. There's also a possibility of 
thermal burns, severe muscle contractions or death.
 “I remember looking and thinking ‘What the heck just 
happened?’ I later realized I'd left a switch 
closed that should have been open as part of 
the switching process. That moment of com-
placency changed my life forever,” says Bruce.
 He called his boss, reporting he had come in 
contact with a high-voltage line. The supervisor 
told him an ambulance was on the way. Next, he 
tried to call his wife, Darla, but got no answer.
 When the ambulance arrived the medics 
quickly moved Bruce onto a stretcher, removing  
his boots and clothing, looking for exit wounds. “I heard 
them call in, ‘ The victim has a third degree burn on his 
right arm and left leg,’ ” Bruce says.
 He later realized the leg burn was where his keys were 
in his pants pocket, where he had leaned against the steel.
 As the ambulance rushed to the University Hospital in 
Columbia, Bruce laid there, his right arm now swollen and 
curled behind his head, his face swollen three times the 
normal size due to the electrical burn.
 The burn unit doctor told Bruce they were going to cut 

his arm from the middle of his right palm all the way down 
to his elbow in an emergency effort to save his arm.
 Miraculously, all the tests on his heart and lungs 
showed the organs were OK. Severe chest pain proved to 
be deep tissue bruising, something he’d feel for months.
 As the days progressed, the entrance wound continued 
to worsen due to internal damage and the fact electrical 
burns continue burning for several days. The exit wound 
that started out the size of a quarter ended up being the 
size of a volleyball.
 “Within 48 hours, the doctors told me I would be able to 
keep my arm, but have limited use,” says Bruce, who’s un-
dergone a dozen surgeries in the past 11 years. One par-
ticular surgery involved transferring nerves from the back 
of his legs into his arm. Another surgery moved tendons 
and tissue from one arm to the other. After all the surger-
ies, Bruce says he only has around 35% arm mobility.
 Unable to use his hand for months after the surgery, 
the mental fi ght for his life began.
 Totally dependent on Darla and his kids, Caitlin and 
Austin, Bruce says depression hit hard. He was unable to 
bathe, drive, cut food or even write.
    While friends and family helped raise his spirits during 
these dark times, it was talks with his priest, and a dream 
Bruce had, that began turning things around.
    “Father Greg kept saying, ‘ There’s a reason you went 
through this, something you’re going to do in life because 
of all this,’ ” says Bruce. “He was right.”
    The dream involved Bruce’s father, who had passed 
away, telling him it was going to be OK — encouraging 
words in dark times which gave Bruce hope.
     By the next summer, Bruce was back at work part time 
with Central Electric Power Cooperative and eventually, he 
returned to work in the substations. Then one afternoon 
on his way back to the offi ce, he realized he needed to 
make a career change and move forward.
    “I knew my future job was going to involve bringing 
awareness of complacency to others,” Bruce says.  
     A year later, a job for a safety training instructor 
opened with the Association of Missouri Electric Coop-
eratives. Now Bruce educates utility workers and co-op 
employees about hazard awareness and job safety.
     “No matter what topic I'm teaching I talk about being 
complacent on the job and in daily life,” Bruce says. “The 
electrical fi eld can be a dangerous occupation. You can't 

have the attitude ‘it won't happen to me.’ ”
      Darla works for MoDOT where she examines 

crash data and understands how complacency af-
fects everyone's lives, whether at work or while 
driving. The couple now speaks on the topic at 
conferences across the nation. 

    “Complacency is in everyone’s lives,” she says. 
“Safety is everyone's responsibility. We all need to 

take it seriously and practice safe work habits and driving 
behaviors."
 Tears well up in Bruce's eyes.
  “If your head isn’t in the game, you could change your 
life forever like I did," Bruce says. "I’m one of the lucky 
ones.”

You may reach Bruce at 573-680-6009 or bstumpe@
amec.coop.
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Our monthly reader
contest is currently on
hold but we promise
to announce the latest
winners as soon as
possible.
 Until then, try some of
these fun activities with
your family:

• See who can build
the tallest temporary
structure out of things
found around the house
(stacked paper towels,
cans, boxes).

• Check out the website
GoNoodle.com for videos,
activities and more.

• Keep learning at 
BrainPop.com. Parents 
can help kids study while 
the teachers also can 
learn how to help kids 
learn in the “For Grown 
Ups” news section.

SAFETY

TORNADO 
WATCH

Tornadoes are possible in 
your area. Stay tuned to the 
radio or television news.
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path. 

TORNADO 
WARNING

A tornado is either on 
the ground or has been 
detected by Doppler radar.
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