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ORGANIZATION CHANGES IN KEY PERSONNEL: >5@

The month of October found an incresse in Combet Persomnel of
the 410th Bomberdment Group (L), sixteen (16) Officers end twenty-
eight (28) Enlicted Men having been assigned per par #1, 5.2. #275,
Headquarters, 70th Replacement Depot (AAF), 1 October 194430, 4
Special Courts-Mertiel was appointed on 12 October 1944 for the
triel of persons properly brought before it37, dajor Robert w.
Peulson was relieved from assignment to Hesdquerters, and transfer-
red to and appointed Commanding Officer of the 64i4th Bomb Sq (L)38,
Relieved as Commanding Officer of the €44th, was well-liked, Mejor
Jack C. Clark, who was returned to the Stetes because of = severe
sinus condition. The loss of ¥ajor clark, subsequently promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel, wes & blow to the €44th in particuler end the
Group in General. A further increasse in personnel took place on
13 October, on which date thirty-one (31) Combat crew members, e-
leven (11) Officers and twenty (20) Enlisted Men, were assigned to

the Group, by Headqusrters, 70th Replscement Depot39, The twenty-
third of October found Captein James . Kelly, relieved from assign-
ment to the 646th Bomb Sq (L), and egsigned to Headquerters and
appointed Group Engineering Officer4l, Mz jor Fritz Bronner wes re-
lieved as Group S-2 on 25 Oc;zger 1944, end Ceptein Henry C. Wiebke

appointed to fill the vecanc . Major Bromner subsequently re-
quested discherge from the service in accordence with the provisions
of the over-38 reguletion.

Asgmt of prin and add duties of Hq personnel. Exhibit #10-1,
Assignment to Squadron. S.0. #128, Exhibit #10-le,

S$.0. #130, Exhibit #10-2,

S.0. #131, Exhibit #10-3,

S.0. #132, Exhibit #10-4,

S.0. #134, Exhibit #10-5,

S.0. #135, Exhibit #10-6.
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HEADQUARTERS
410TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

APO 140, U S Army,
30 October 1944,
GENFRAL ORDERS )
NUMBER 6 )

1. The following principal snd additional duties for officers in this
headguarters sre announced:

BEATY, Sherman E. 0-403695 Colonel 1022 *Croup Commender

HUGHEY, Robert J. 0-22857 Lt. Col 1022 *Deputy Gp Commsnder
Air Inspector (Air Ex,

McKEEVER, Matihew J, Jr. 0-22161 Lt. Col 162 *Operations end Trng
Staff 0 (S-3)

MERCER, Ferl E, 0-394216 Lt. Col *Executive officer

CAVANAGH, John T. 0-421043 Me jor <20 *Training Officer

FREE, Richerd M. 0-312587 Major *CGrow Surgeon
Senitery Inspector
Medical Inspector

JONES, Jarvis P. Msjor *Ass't Operations
Cfficer

WILLEY, Carl K. Mz jor 536 *Tech Inspector
ADLEMAN, Harry R, Capt *Personnel Officer
(s-1)
Group Classificsztion
Officer
ANDREW, James ¥, 0-796273 Capt 1022 *Bomber Pilot T/E -
ASHLEY, Edward S, 0-423876 Capt 103/ *Group Navigator
ATKINS, Ronald S. 0-1697046 Cept (DC) 3170 *Group Dent Officer
DUNN, Douglas S. 0-724158 Capt 1036 *Gp Navigator-Bomdr
FRIEDBERG, Flmer S. 0-436812 Capt 4822 *Gp Arm and Chem O

Armement Inspector
Chemicel Inspector




Adjutsnt

Eq, Vet:chment

~ . o
uor+ 0N

nt Of
*bCombsight Maint. off.

Officer

ESPING, Edward D.

ERRAIOLI, Rensto M, Specisl Serv Off.
GHEUNEWALD, John G,

Aircraft Insp Off.
igineering)

Lt(ORD)4532%0rdnance nfficer

Ordnsnce Inspector
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) LT THAD C.
Kenneth N,

722519

Y, Teuteberg Jr 13 07 (61: { ge ¥. Wilson Jr 141903:

WALTER A. WHITEHEAD
t Norbert E. Nissen 691327
i n, Vilucchio 33696696

2D LT KENNETH F. LIND3ERG 079¢ ’ ] ARVER JR 0760568
Cpl John C. Martinez : L (6 Cpl Joseph K, mdwards 37347666 (7423)
Cpl Raymond V. Homan: 656 v Cpl George L. Poyovieh 36752137 (612)

2D LT LANCE R. BELL 07639 D ARTHUR T. DRYDEN 0763973

Cpl Vonald F. Brown 34823104 C; i Ball 3685235 (743)
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EXHIBIT #10-3.
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ORGANIZATION AND CHANGES IN KEY PERSONNEL:

The first Major change to take place in the 410th Bombardment
Group (L) during the month of November occirred onm the second day
of the month, at which time, Major Rolf D. Cape was appointed Com-
manding Officer of the 646th Bombardment Ssuadron (L), vice Lt. Col-
onel Charles M. Parrett, killed in action’’, Major Edwin L, Means,
645th Boubardmgnt Sq (L), was detailed as Summary Court Officer, 10
November 191.1.5 . 1lst Lt. Renato M. Ferraioli appointed Group ipec—
ial Service Officer, vice lst Lt. Alton L, Mollerup, relieved’+,

STRENGTH: 52

The over-all strength of the 410th Bomberdment Group (L) on
1 November 1944 comprised 260 Officers and 1306 Enlisted Men of
whom 39 Officers and 66 Enlisted Men were members of Group Head-
querters. The middle of the month found an over-all increase of
14 Officers end 20 Enlisted Men with Headquarters losing and gain-
ing one Officer and one Enlisted dan, respectively. The last day
of November found the strength of the Group at 1658 men, 303 Of-
ficers and 1355 Enlisted Men with all Squadron strength increasing
but Headquarters strength falling off one Enlisted Man to 38 Of-
ficers and 66 Enlisted Men. The over-all increase of 43 Officers
and 49 Enlisted Men was due mainly to the assigmment of replacement
combat crews, most of whom arrived at this organization from Head-
quarters 70th Replacement Depot’3.

III. LOSSES IN ACTION:

For the first time in many months the 410th Bombardment Group
(L) was fortunate in not losing any men in action end having but
two men, Lt. Howard B. Aines and S/Sgt Robert E. Fvens wounded in
action. These two casualties occurred on a mission into Germany
when the sircraft carrying Aines and Evans and piloted by Captain
Robert F. Valtr of the 644th Bombardment Squedron (L), was hit by
flak end the Bombardier, Lieutenant Aines criticslly wounded.

S.0. #137, Hq 410th Bomb Gp (L). Exhibit #11-1,

5.0. #139, Hq 410th Bomb Gp 2L) Exhibit #11-2,

S.0. #143, Hq 410th Bomb Gp (L). Exhibit #11-3,

Breakdown by Squadrons. Exhibit #11-4,

S.0. #137, Hq 410th Bomb Gp (L). Exhibit #11-5; S.0. #141, Hq 410th
Baab Gp (L). Exhibit #11-6; S.0. #148, Hg 410th Bomb Gp (L). Exhib-
it #1-7.




III.

LOSSES IN ACTION, cont'd:

Forced to fall behind, Captain Valtr and his crew continued over the

rget, dropped their bombs and returned to friendly territory. Im
the meantime fumes from the punctured gas tanks filled the gunners
compartment and only quick thinking by Private Wysowski, turret gun-
ner saved the life of Sergeant Evans. Spotting & field suitebls for
crash-landing, Captain Valtr beiled oat his crew end with the assis-
tence of Wysowski who cleered the field of cattle end "marked" it
with his perachute, he was able to successfully cresh-lend his plane.
For their part in the miseion, the crew members heve been recommended
for the DFC4,

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Recipient of the prized Silver Ster wes lst Lt. £llen A, Rigdon
= % 2 “ % 2 3 . .2
of the 645th Bombardment Sq (L)55. Eis plene badly crippled and him-

self peinfully wounded, Lt. Rigdon nursed his sirersft over the tar-
get, dropped his bombs snd returned to friendly territcry where he
successfully crash-lended. To Deputy Cormander, Lt. Colonel Hughey,
wert the lst OLC to the Distinguished Flying Cross. Lt. Colonel Eugh-
ey hes been an inspirstional end fighting leeder snd his record in
the ETO is undoubtedly one of the finest in the Bomb Division. As
formetion lesder, Lt. Colonel Eughey is piling up a string of excell-
ents thet is giving the rest of the men something to shoot &t.

zéother awerds during ;fle month included eleven Rronze Star Med-
als’®, two Purple Heerts’’, 126 Seventh OLC, 12 Eighth OLC, 1 Elev-
en‘JKASCm, 1 Twelfth OLC, 1 Thirteenth OLC and 1 Silver Osk Lesf Clus-
ter/°,

STATION LIFE:

The month of November found each Squedron opening it's Enlisted
Kens' Club and Officers' Club. Construction of the Clubs was sccom—
plished by the men themselves, the finished products surpass by far,
enything this Group has had since date of sctivetion. Serving beer,
cognec and the many snd veried other French drinks,the clubs offer a
Place for entertainment in addition to furnishing & place where the
men can, if they desire, "let their hair dowm".

See Unit Eistory, 644th Bomberdment Squedron (L),
G.0, #2€8, Eq IX Air Force, 15 November 1944,
G.0. #26 end 35, Hg IX Bouwbardment Division (M),
G.0. #26, Hq IX Bomberdment Division (M),

G.0. #28, Hq IX Bombardment Division (M).




STATION LIFE, cont'd:

Opening of the club found an up-surge in morsle and everything is
apparently running smoothly. In town, the boys still have their
French-American club but cold and dampness have cut deeply into the
attendance with each passing week finding the number still decreas-

4
1018

The month of November found night flying and transition trein-
ing increasing and all available planes were in the air, weather
permitting. Possessor of three types of attsack bombers - A-20,
A-26, and B-26 - the 410th Bouwbardment Group (L) is perhaps alone
in this respect. Every pilot who has placed his hands on the con-
trols of the Invader has nothing but preise for the airerafi =nd
usually speaks of it in superlative only. Quick to get some A-26
time, Lt. Colonel Hughey, in characteristic Hughey fashion, claims
"she's one hell'uve good airplane™. We'll take his word for it.

The Group Gunnery section under Ceptein Jemez V. Fiilliems,
cerried out a treining progrem which shows muct eccomplished in
gunnery line. The program included clessrogm instruction snd sct-
el experlence with interest unususlly .r.igr_co.

410TH IN THE WAR EFFORT:

The first tsrget of the month wes the rail

rleutern with two boxes atte NE UNSUCCES

he bridge. Set up &s a PPF mission, the fir:

b visuelly under unfavorsble circumstences

n the PPF aircraft failed.

bozbs bursting 1800 feet Southwes S
ssions were flown sgainst Baumholder, chweiler, Durwiss, Zsrn-
hoff, Homburg, Feulquemont, Ahrweiler, Lendau, Aulenbech, Birgel,
Limburg and Erp.

Elind bombing techuique was employed at Baumholder, Homburg,
Ahrweiler, Lendzu snd Limburg. Cloud cover st esch of these tar—
gets was 10/10's and results of the missions were undetermined due
to leck of photographic coversge.

See copy of report. FExhibit #11-8,

e e o - 4 I 2 1 ¢
Chuu;‘.r ieport. Exhibit #11-S.




410TH IN THE WAR EFFORT, cont'c:

Visusl bombirg missions were flown sgainst Eschweiler, Faulguemont,
Durwiss, Zernhoff and Birgel. The attzck on Eschweiler strong points
took place on 4 November 1944, with results renging frorm poor to ex-
cellent. 100% of the totsl weight of more then 32 tons of GP bombs
burst inside the target sres end results were determined by higher
comeend as highly satisfectory. During the two weeks following the
atteck on Eschweiler, the 410th could fly no visusl bombing missions
but on 18 November 1944, the Growp wes assigned the job of hitting
the defended villege of Durwiss. Tsking over from the PPF aireraft
the formetion lesder decided to attsck visuslly with the result thot
85% of the bombs of the first box and 95% of the bombs of the second
box burst within a 1000 feet radius of the siming point. Bursts
blanketed buildings, streets end defended positiuns in the target
eree end results were excellent.

The day followiig, 19 November 1944, 52 sircraft were dispetched
by the 410th against the enemy werehouse site at Zarnhoff. Of four
flights rzted, three had excellent snd one had feir results. Seventy-
five tons of bombs were dropped on the terget by the A-20 reiders
and the bursts blanketed most of the wzrehouse area. Last visusl
bombing target of the month was the defended village of Birgel a-
gainst which the Group dispestched thirty-seven girersft. Of the six
flights attacking the terget, four hed excellent results, with one
flight misidentifying and attacking the wrong terget znd e sixth
flight bad no photo coverage. The mission bad been requested by the
Ground forces and immedistely following its completion, the commsend-
ing Generel sent his congratulations on & job well-dome.

Looking back the Group can justifisbly feel proud of its work
during the month of November - looking zheed it hopes for more such
missions as that at Birgel. Part of e grest team, the Group enjoys
leading interference for their buddies on the ground.




HEADQUAR
410TH BOMBARDUENT GRO

APO 140, U S Army,
2 November 1944.

f=X-T-R-A-C-T

6. Mgjor Rolf D. Cape, 0-417248, 646th Bomb sq (L)
Comnanding Officer of the 646th Bamb Sq (L) vice LT COL.
0-399549 KIA.

By order of Colonel B

B. NORTHROP, JR.,
1in Air Corps
’ roy

Adjutant,

Air Corps,
Adjutant.

EXHIBIT #11-1.
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EXHIBIT #11-4.




S0 #137, dated 2 November 1944, Hg 410th Bomb Gp (L), #PO 140, US Army, CONT'D

ROSS B. HCRTHROP, JR.,
Ceptedin, Air Corps,
Adjutent.

OFFICIAL:

/e/ Ross B, Morthrop, Jr.,
/t/ ROSS B. MORTHROP, JR.,
Ceptein, Air Corps.,

Ad jutent.




HE

(10TH B

APO 140 U S Army,
2 Nov. 1944.

SrECIAL ORDERS

)
)

NUMBER 1 3¢ E-X-T-R-4~C-T
1. Heving been asgd to this group per par 1 507296, Hq 70th Kepl Depot

(LAF), dtd 22-10-44, the fol nemed Officers end EM are esgd to orgns ird:

645TH BOKB SQ (L)

2D LT CARL N. STINSON 0765342
D LT CHARLES E. MEADOWS 0722518
pl Doneld R. Van Ness 42014017 (612)

Pl Howard F. Yantis 33627115 (7.8)

646TH EOLB SC (L)

2D LT RONALD G. BILLINGS 0718828 20 LT JACK A. TECRP 0718951

2D LT ROBFRT M. NUSHAWG 072252 2D LT MARTON H. ANDERSEN 0722455
Cpl Ellis W. McLean 37661405 (612) Cpl Williem Schenkmen 42031600 (612)
Cpl Richard W. Smith 42000562 (748) Cpl Kurth S. Smith 39570752 (7.8)

647TH 30MB SQ (L)

2D LT JESSE B. LITTLE 0773176 2D LT HAROLD M. REARDALL II 0769375

<D LT ORVAL G. SIMONS JR. 0722761 2D LT ALBERT MAYOR 0759876 (Hosp)

Sgt Frencis D. Aspell 32298014 Cpl Williem J, Taylor III 203233498 (612)
Cpl Gerald M. Bingen 1600827/ (7.48) Cpl #illiem F. Wiesner 33681751 (7.8)

2. Having been asgd to this Group per par 2 S0#35, Hq, 9th Bomb Div (X),
dtd 31 October 1944, the fol named Officers and EM are asgd to 644th Bomb Sq (L):
2D LT CLARENCE E. BENSON 0O 170295, »C,
2D LT ROBERT C. CHAMBERS, O 764609, AC,
S5/Sgt Rey N. Eindmen, 17146503, AC
Cpl Villiem W, Cook, 327:5194, LAC,

* * *

By order of Colonel BEATY:




APO 140, U S Army,
13 Nov. 1944.

SPECIAL ORDERS )

NUKMSER i E-X-T-K-A-C-T

2. Having |

PDivision (),

G
to the 646th Bomb

FRANCIS S.
LEVIIS

EXHIBIT #11-6.
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/s/ Ross B. Northrop, J

/t/ ROSS B. MORTHRO?, JE

Captein, Air Corps
Adjutent.
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EXHIBIT #11-7.




HEADQUAR

410TH BOMBAKDMENT

140,

November

HECTOR

0805725

0721245

A~y
U/7<4LU0D

BOLAND, 072

Re #icIENI:

0656707 B

15T LT W:iKREN R WEBSTER, 08 45 I <D LT FOWLAND D WOLFE, 0816388 CP

1ST LT RALPH F BUMK, 074698l B 1ST LT WILLIAK C HENLEY, 0665918 N

T/Sgt Joseph T Russell, 33477709 S/Sgt John E Anglim, 23310508 EG




APO #140, US Army,
20 Dec. 1944.

TRAINING TIME

November 1944

Totel —  S44th

Doy Flving 899355
Transition 104355
Nevigation 319:10
Formstion 348:10
Bombing 41325
P. D. 1. 31:35
Gee 27:10
Gunnery

Instrument 27:30

Night Flyipng 107305 32325
Transition 99:10 24345
Navigetion 7240 7:40
Formation
Gee
Instrument :15
Synthetic Trainers

586230

Link Treiner

Boab Trainer 38:30
Bomb Teacher

Gunnery Trainer 548:00
Ground School 8739:00
Skeet Shooting




Ltr: (Cont'd)

e. A-26 Mobile Training Unit Training.
252 man hours.

/8/ James V. Williams, Jr,
/t/ JAMES V. WILLIAMS, JR,
Captain, Air Corps

Group Gunnery Officer.

EXHIBIT #11-9.




HEADQUARTERS
4L10TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L)

Office of the Gumnery Officer

APC #140, US Army,
17 December 1944.

SUBJECT: Monthly Cunnery Report.
TO ¢ Whom It Hay Concern.

I, Pursuant verbel instructions 9tk Bombardment Division Gunnery Officer, the
following report is submitted.

II. The period covered by this report is from 1 November 1944, through 30
November 1944.

A. This grouwp hes experienced no enemy fighter opposition during the period
covered by this report.

B. Dwring the month of November, six gunnery discussions have been held with
all gunners attending. The subjects discussed were enemy fighter tactics, sighting
methods, end genersl gunnery problems.

C. HNo new developments have been made by this growp during this period.

D, Activities of the Group and Squedron Gunnery Sections for this period were:

(1) Growp Treining Accomplished:

a. E-14 Trainer:
546 men hours training time.
145 machine hours operating time.
b. Martin 250 CE-10 Turret:
119 men hours instruction time.
42 machine hours operating time.
Weapons Checks:
88 man hours spent checking proficiency of newly assigned gunners.

d. Classroom Ipstruction:
208 man howrs instruction.

Squedron Training Accomplished.

2. Armament Maintensnce snd Instruction:
1016 man hours.
b. Engineering Maintenance and Instruction.
340 man hours.
Weapons blindfold checks:
546 man hours.
Aireraft Recognition:
720 man hours.
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