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553RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (M) AAF
386TH BOMEARDMENT GROUP (M) AAF
AP0 #1140, U.S. ARMY A-4

19 November 1944 .

SUBJECT: Unit History.

TC t Commending Cfficer, 386th Bombardment Group (M), APO #140, U.S. Army.
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In complisnce with letter 314.7, Heedquarters Ninth Air Force, subject: .
*Instructions for the Guidence of Historicel Sections of Commends® dated 4 Jenuary ~{
1944, the following information is submitted covering the history of the 553rd Bomb-
erdment Squadron for the month of October 194k i

a. Orgenization: Negativa. \-l‘
. Strength: 93 Officers and 362 Enlisted Men. .
- Date of arrivel et end of departure from each stetion occupied in

ETO: Deperted AAF Station #164, Dunmow, Essex, England, 0900 hours,

1 October 194L; arrived AAF Station #A-60, Beaumontesur-Oise, France.

1100 hours, 1 October 194L.

Iosses in action: 1 Enlisted Man, (see mission of 7 October 19.4l).

Awards and decoreations earned by officers and enlisted men of this
organizetion during October 194) are as follows:
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12th Cluster 11th Cluster 2nd SOLC 8th Cluster 1lst SOLC

to A.M. to A.M. to A.M. to AWM. to A.M.
No. Officers
eerned award: 1 2 2 0 3
No. E. M.
earned award: 1 1 3 1 1
4th Cluster 3rd Cluster 2nd Cluster 1st Cluster Air Medel
to A.M. to A.M. to A.M. to A.M.
No. Officers
earned award: 1 1 3 2 5
No. E. M.
earned award: - 5 2 1 3

L. Awards end decoraticns received by officers end enlisted men of this
orgenization per Hq, Ninth Air Force General Order #242, deted 12 Oct 194l:

Distinguished Flying Cross - 2 Officers end 0 E. M.
lst Oek Leaf to DFC - 2 Officers end 0 E. M.

K+ Awerds and decorations received by officers and enlisted men of this
organization per Hq IX Bomber Division Genersl Crders as follows:

Awerds per Generel Order #12, dated S Oct 19LL:
12th Oek Leaf Cluster to A.M. - 1 Officer end 0 E. M.

11th Oek leaf Cluster to A.M. - 3 Officers and 1 E. I
2nd SOIC to A.Me - 4 Cfficers end 3 E. M.

mofm 9th Cek Leaf Cluster to A.M. = 3 Officers and 23 E.M.
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Ltr, subjs "Unit History', dtd 19 Nov 44, 553rd Bomb 2q, (cont'd).
Awerds per General Order #12, dated 9 Oct 1944, (cont'd).

8th Oak Leaf Cluster to A.M., - 1 Officer eand 1 E. M.
7th Oak Leef Cluster to A.M. = 1 Officer end 4 E.K.
£th Oek Leaf Cluster to A.M. - 1 Officer end 1 E. M.
1st SOIC to A.M. - 0 Officers and 4 E.M.
Lth Oek Leaf Cluster to A.M. - 6 Officers and 3 E. M.
3rd Oek Leef Cluster to A.M., - 7 Officers and 7 E. M.
2nd Oak Leaf Cluster to A.M.~- 7 Cfficers =nd 5 E. M.
1st Cek Leaf Cluster to A.M. = 5 Officers and 7 E. M.
Air Medel - 10 Officers end 6 E. M.

h. Importent evente which occurred throughout the month of October 1944
in this squedron ere summarized ess follows:

& October 1944

Todey our plenes bombed the Duren Bsrracks eres, dropping 100C 1b. bombs
with excellent results. Heavy flek wes encountered at the target. The
pilots were Ve jor Hoover, end Lts Winkleman, Quigley, Royer, Henry, Doug-
lass, Fensler, Hickman end Dismukes.

7 Cctober 1944

Henglo mershelling yards was the objective for today. 250 1b. G.P. bombs
were dropped with excellent results, Flek wes from light ineccurate to
intense accurate. Technicel Sergeent Ferri, flying es Redic-Gunner on
Ceptain Robert T. Harris' crew wes seriously injured when hit by flek.
The pilots were Capts Brockhouse end Harris end Lts Rutt, Dillen, Pesarre,
Sentner, Archbold and Bledsoe. Ceptain Meyers flew one of our plenes on
this mission.

8 Cectober 144

With Ceptein Fugit leeding, owr plenes sttecked the Badmunster Reilway
Bridge, dropping 1000 1b. G.P. bombs with excellent results. The pilots
were Cept Fugit end Lts Henry, Fansler, Hickmen, Dismukes, Winkleman,
Douglase, Royer &nd Quigley.

12 October 1944

The Aldenhoven Highwey Intersection was attecked end bombed with excel-
lent results. 250 1lb. G.P. bombs were used. Accurate flak was encount-
ered at the target area. The pilots were Cspt Brockhouse end Lis Dillon,
Rutt, Meyers, J.H., Pearre, Sentner, Bledsce, Archbold end Clevelend.

13 October 1944

With Mejor Hoover leading e box, our planes bombed the Dillingen Reilroad
Bridge. Results were unobserved due to clouds. 1000 1lb. bombs were
dropped. Flak wes from moderste to intense end eccurate in target erea.
The pilots were Msjor Hoover leeding a box, Capt Marquis leading a flight
end Lts Docugless, Herris, R. T., Winklemen, Christienson, Quigley, Fensler

and Hickman.
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Ltr, subjs *"Unit History*, dtd 19 Nov 4k, 553rd Bomb Sq. (cont'd)

14 October 1944

Venlo Reilrosd Bridge was the objective to bomb for today, but due
to clcuds obscuring the terget, our planes were uneble to drop their
bombs. All planes returned without dropping their bombs. No enemy
opposition was encountered. The pilots were Capts Fugit and Brock-
house and Lts Heary, Bledsoe, Rutt, Archbold, Meyers, J.H., Pearre
and Royer.

Kiscellsneocus

Preveiling inclement weether after the first pert of the month kept
our eireraft grounded the greater part of the time. Missions carried
out during the month were directed at enemy communications and per-
sonnel in support of our ground troops. During this month, our move
to Frence wes completed. The Rear Echelon consisting of 74 officers
end 203 enlisted men departed from AAF Station #1€j, Englend on 1
October 1544 end errived at AAF Station #A-60, Frence the seme day.
Travel was by B-26 and C~47 type sircraft. This left the rear Ve-
hicle Echelon which departed from AAF Stetion #164, 2 October 15LL,
end arrived on 8 October 1944 et AAF Stetion #A-60. It wes composed
of 1 officer, Lt Luawig, (in charge), and 32 enlisted men. Upon the
errivel of the Resr Vehicle Echelon, our squadron was intact end it's
new location wes at AAF Station #A-60, Frence. However, before de-
perting from England, the following officers and crews were trans-
ferred to the Zone of the Interior: Capt Adams, Capt Heber, Capt
¥limovich and Capt Lytle. Also, the A=26 personnel end aircraft
were transferred to the 416th Bombardment Group (L). They hed com=
pleted six (6) bomberdment missions with this squadron. T/Sgt

Frank L. Ferri died on 10 October 1944 as a result of injuries sus-
teined on 8 October 15L4. (See mission of & October 19L4). Capt
louis T. Little was transferred to the Zone of the Interior. He
had served ss Squedron Executive Officer end bed beem with the
squadron since it's activation in 1942. The following officers
were trensferred to the Zone of the Interior: Cept Giles, Lt Fen-
sler, 1t ILudwig, R.J., and Lt Hinchee.

Bombs dropped by our plenes during Octcber 1544 ere as follows,

No. Dropped Weight of Bombs (1lbs)
9€ 1000 GeP.
304 250 G.P.

Labwet ¥ Sttty
WALLACE P.. Z0ELLIGR,

Gap:tlin. Air Corps,
Executive Officer.
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