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553RD BOMBARDAENT SQUADRON (h) AkF
386TH BOLBARDMENT GROUP () AAF

pps"'m AP0 #1040, UeS. AUY

SUBJECT: Unit History.

19 September 1G4l

b4 t Commending Officer, 286th Romberdwent Group (k) AAF, AFC #1540,
Us 8. Army.

In complience with letter 314.7, beadgquerters Ninth Air Force, subject:
sInstructions for the Cuidence cof Historicel Sections of Commands* dated 4 Jenuery
1944, the following informetion is submitted covering the history of the 5°3rd bom-
berdment Squedron for the month of august 1944:

8. Crgenizetion: Regetive.

b. Strength: 100 Officers and 396 Enlisted Men.

c. Dete of errivel at end of depsrture from eech stetion occupied in
ETO: DNegative.

d. losses in acticns lNone.

e. jwerds end decorstions esrned by officers snd enlisted men of this

orgenization during August ere ss follows:

_3rd SOLC 14th Cluster 13th Cluster 12th Cluster 1lth Cluster

to A.M- to A.kle tc ‘-Hiu to A.dl. to *lll:-
No. Cfficers
eerned ewerds 1 0 2 13 16
lo. E. M,
eerned awerds 0 1 3 7 g WL
2nd SCLC 9th cluster £th Cluster 7th Cluster 6th Cluster lst SOLC
Noe. Officers
eerned ewerd: 10 10 i 4 3 1
No. E. M,
esrned sward: 13 8 - 4 5 3
4th Cluster 3rd Cluster 2nd Cluster lst Cluster  Air hedal
to Aells to Al to Allle to A.M.
No. Oofficers
earned awerd: 2 S 12 13 14
Ibl El u-
earned award: 5 6 17 11 21

f. awerds and decoretions received by officers and enlisted men of this
orgenizetion per Hg IX BOAEER OOLLANU Generesl Orders ea follows:

imerds per General Order #144, deted 3 August 1944

14th Oak Leef Cluster to A« = 1 Officer and 1 E.l.
13th Cek Leaf Cluster to Ak, 2 Officers and 2 E.d
12th Osk leaf Cluster to Aesda - 0 COfficers and 4 E.d&
1llth © t 2
ek leaf Clus ertca.ﬂ. Cfficers sud 5 ﬁ"’iﬂl[l”l(.
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Awards per General Crder #14), dated 3 August 194J, (cont'd)

b Sq (cont'd)

- bk LADSATLEE

2nd SCOLC to AWl = € Officers =nd o Belie

9th Oek Ieef Cluster to Asde = 4 Officers and ) Eeli
8th Qak Leaf Cluster to A. = 1 Cfficer and 7 E.M.
7th Oak leaf Cluster to peMe - 2 Officers end C E.M.
6th Oek Leaf Cluster to Asdle - U Officers and 2 L.,
1st SOLC to pells = C Officers snd 1 E.M.

Lth Oak Leef Cluster to AL - 2 Officers and 3 E.&
3rd Osk leaf Cluster to A«di. = 1 Officer end 1 E.l.
Air Medal = 3 Officers emnd C E.M,

Awards per Generel Order #147, dated 6 pugust 17443
Air Nedal - 0 Officers and 1 E.ld
Awerds per General (Order 7150, deted 10 August 1G4k

1lth Cak Jeef Cluster to A«kly = 1 Officer end O E.M.
2nd SOLC to A.k. - 1 Officer and 2 E.M,

8th Qak leaf Cluster to A.ky - 2 Officers end 1 E.ki.
6th Cak leaf Cluster to A.d. - 0 Officers and 1 E.M.
2nd Oak Ieef cluster to A«dde - O Officers end 3 E.M.
lst Cek leaf gluster to A.l. = 1 Officer end 1 E.lM.

Awards per General Order #1535, dsted 13 pugust 194Js

Lith Qak leaf cluster to AJd., = 2 Officers end 1 E.lM.
3rd Oek leef Cluster to A - 2 Officers and 6 E.M
2nd Cek leaf Cluster to A.de - 1 Officer aund 0 E.li.
1st Oek Leaf Cluster to A.M, = 3 Officers end 6 E.M,.
Air Medal - 1 Officer and 0 E.K.

Awerds per General Crder #15°, dated 15 August 1§44

14th Cak lLeaf Cluster to A.il = 1 Officer snd 0 E.l,
13th Qak leaf Cluster to A.Me - 0 Officers end 1 E.MN.
12th Oak Leaf Cluster to A.M. - 4 Cfficers and 3 E.b,
11th Cek Leaf Cluster to f.M. 2 Officers and 0 E.M,
2nd SOLC to M.k, = 5 Officers end 5 E.id.

9th Qek Leaf Cluster tc A.M. - 0 Officers end 1 E.M.
8th Oak Lesf Cluster to A.ke = 3 Officers end 2 E.M.
7th Oak Ieef Cluster to A.dk - O Officers snd 1 E.bS
fth Oek leef Cluster to Acddie = O Officers end 1 E.M,
lst SOLLC to A, = 3 Officers and 3 Tl

Awards per Generel Crder #161, dated 21 August 1945

13th Cek Leaf Cluster to A.Ms = O Officers end 3 E.ke
12th Oak Leaf Cluster to A.ble - 2 Officers and 2 E.i,
11th Oek Leaf Cluster to A.bie - 9 Officers and & E.l.
2nd S0IC to A.Me = 6 @fficers and 3 E.Me

9th Cek leef cluster to A.ke = 2 Officers end 7 E.lg
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iwerds per General Order #1461, deted 21 August 1944 (cont'd)

8th Osk Leaf Cluster to Aelie = 2 Officers and O E,M.
7th Oek Leaf Cluster to Aelle - 0 Officers and 2 E.l
6th Oek Leaf Cluster to Adde = 2 Officers and 3 E.l.
1lst SOLC to AJdie = O Officers end 1 E.M.

Lth Qak Leaf Cluster to A.d - 1 Officer end 1 E.lL
2nd Qek Leef Cluster to Aele = 4 Officers end 4 E.k.
1st Cak Leaf Cluster to A«M. = 2 Officers end 1 E.M.
Air ledel - 5 Officers and € E.M.

Purple Hearts jwarded per General Crder #146, dated 5 August 19kls
Purple Hearts = 1 Officer and 2 E.b,

Important events which cceurred throuzhout the month of August 1944 in
this Squsdron ere summerized as followss

1 August 1944

A8 during the previcus month only targets in France were bombed during
Auguste A railroad bridge at Chateau du lcir which was an important link
in the German withdrawal from the Normendy Feninsula was bombed cut of
usefulness by ouwr flights tcdaye The hits renged from feir to excellent.
The damage was inflicted by 1000 lb, bombs, There was nc oppositions

The pilots were Capt L. Co Merers and Lts Fugit, Rutt, Marquis, laTowrette,
Henry and Boersamae

2 August 1944

A spectaculsr bombing wee completed today when owr bombé hit &n are& near
Ie Lure containing arproximately 20,000 tons of shells and ammmition.
Oblique pictures teken efter the bombe struck show innumereble secondary
firea and explisions end much smoke., FPriscners whc witnessed the bombing
state that most of the aree was hit., This Group received 2 commendeticn
from Genersl Brerton for the results achieved on this missicne 100 lb.
fregmentation bombs were droppeds There wes no cpposition, The pilots
were Laj Dewhurst and lts Richardson, Crismen, Nelson, Lytle, Goodwin,
Henry, Harris end Younge

6 August 1944

Arcther fuel dump st Foret De Perseigne was left blazing after sncther
outstanding bombing rated as good to excellent, Lte, W.E. Smith of this
Sguedron led a box while Lte heFe Dye navigsted and Lte. Smith released

his bombs well within the designeted aree, 100 lb, fragmentation bombs

were agein dronpeds There was moderaztie to heavy flak near the target ;
causing the lows cof ons plene of the formetione. The pilots were Col XKelly,
and Lts Harris, Richardson, lodge, Rutt, Henry and Adams end Capt Klimoviche

After relogding with 100 lb, fragmentetion bombs this afterncon, the planes
were flown tc & fuel dump end ammuniticn stcrege ares at Foret Dandaine.
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Here ths bombs were drooped on the target area causing numercus fires
end explosionse The aree wea attacked in flights with results varring
from fair to excellent. There was no opposition. Corrections 100 lbe
demolition bombs were dropped during the missions of August 2nd end fth
instead of 10C 1lb. fregmentetion bombse The pilots for the mission this
afternocn were M2 j Dewhurst and Its Worden, Crismen, Rauh, Merquis, Scott,
lytle, Boersem#, and Fensler,

7 August 1944

An ammunition dump south of the enemy lines in Ncrmandy near le Lude wes

the object of the attack todaye Although observations were scmewhat limited,
which hempered observations of the results, photcgrephs indicate thet the
bombing was gocde Each plene drorped the usual loed of twentyweight

100 1b, demolition bombs, There was no oppositione The pilcts were Capt
Kimovieh snd Ita Fugit, Young, Dismukes, Rutt, Royer, ReTs Harris, Scott
and Sentner,

8 August 194k

IX pomber Command cited today's bombing of the railroed bridge at Joigny
Le Roche as an example of precision bombing and cireuleted 2 photograph
of the bombed bridge showing eighteen reilroed cars im various positions
on portions of the bridge left stending., An adjeecent mershalling yard was
also hite. When gmerican troops captured the bridge scmetime later it

wes atill demolisheds The damage wes done by 1000 1lb. bombse There was
no opposition. The pilcts were Col Hankey and Lts Rauh, Scott, Crismen,
Dismukes, Margquis, Boerseme, Lytle and R.T. Herris,

9 August 1944

Transpertation facilitiea behind the enemy linea were further crippled

by owr 1000 1be bombs this morning in the destructicm of the railrcad
bridge across the Oise River at Beaumcnt Sur Cise., The pkotograph shows
smcke rising directly over the bridge indicating ihe accurscy cof the
bombing reted ea good to excellent, A commendstion was received from
General Brerton for the destruction cf the btridge. Lte WeE. Smith scored
direct hits on the tridge. The cpposition was negligible, The pilots were
Ccol Kelly and lts Sectt, Klimovich, Harris, Seantner, Young, L.C. Meyers,
Henry, Richardscn and Wcrden.

Again this afterncon gececd to excellent hombing results were cobteined when
en embenkment supporting & railroad importent to the enemy for supplying
the Paris area, was hit by many of our bombs. Scme days leter when owur
trcops errived et the embaniment it wee still unrepaireds Eack plane
dropped eight 500 lb, demcliticn bombee The railroed embankment is near
Epernon. There wae no opposition during the mission. The pilots were
Mej Dewhurst and Lts lytle, Crismen, Diamukes, Nelson, Fugit, Harris and
Sentners

10 August 1944

Iimited visibility caused one of the two boxes tc turn back without bombin.
the target while the second box completed the bombing with their 2000 1b,

—— . -
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bombs, From all available in) "fiom the results were only pcor to fair.
The target wae the railroed bridge at Fismes, Heavy, accurate flak wes
encountered neer the target infligting damege cn & number of planes,

The pilots were Maj Dewhurst, Cept Klimovich and Ita Nelson, sdams, Sentner,
Rauh, Crismen, Cummings, end Royer end Cols Henkey.

11 Auguet 1944

The railrcad bridge at Creil was bombed with gocd results putting it out
of cormisasion for some time, This bridge was important becsuse the raile-
roed carried ccmponent parts for the underground flying bowbk sites near
the French occest, ol Kelly led with Lt. Smith as leed bombardier and Lt.
Dye as navigetor, The load was two 2000 lbe bombe, FHeavy, accurate flak
was encountered near the terget causing the loss of one Marauder, The
pilots were Ccl Kelly end lts Marquis, pismukes, Sentner, Richerdson,

L.Ce Meyers, Rutt, Henry, Fugit and Nelscn,

12 August 1544

Cur Squadron completed its firat mission with the Group of mining roads
from the 2ire. The roads in this instance were the Germen retreat routes
fram the Malaise poclet, snd the mines consisted of bombs with delay
fuses,s Four 1000 lb, derwclition bomhe were dropped by each plane. The
location of the bombing is given as the Flers area. Naturally the results
are unknown, Moderate tc heavy flak over the ares was seen, The pilots
were Maj Dewhurst end Lts Adams, Worden, lMarquis, Rutt, Scott, Heary,
Boersema, and Layne.

13 sugust 1944

Again today the German retreat routes were "mined® from the eir - this
time in the lisieux Bernay &rea. 250 lbs demclition bombs were droppede.
This time, however, results of the tombing were obtained and the rsting
was fair to excellent, There was no oppositions The pilots were Col
Hankey, Maj Hoover and Lts J,H, Meyers, Dismukes, Lytle, Dillon, Cummings,
Richardson and Herris.

14 August 1944

Two targeta were bombed tcday with results varying from very good to
excellents Five of the six flights bombed the railrcad bridge at Esternay
with their 1000 lb. bombe and wrecked & large portion of ite The sixth
flight experienced & bomb rack melfunction over the target and cleering

it laeter they went on to bomb a railroad terminus at Riverccurt. 7This
letter bombing wee cited by IX Bomber Commend for the results cobtaineds
There was no oppositicn, The vilots were Col Kslly and 1ts Marquis, Pugit,
Harris, Hodge, Dillcn, Douglass, Rutt and Adama.

15 August 1944

Tcday's bombing was reted as excellent, The target was a fortress gonsia~-
ting of heavy guns which were firing on the harbor at St, Malo, Bombing
in flights, the planes bombed in tight patterns end direct hits were scored
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on the fortress, The load was sixteen 250 1lb, bombe, There w
oppositione The pilcts were Capt Klimovich and Its Le.Ce Meyers, Curmings,
Harris, Dismukes, lytle, Sentner, J.Hs Meyers and Gocdwine

16 August 1944

The target this afterncon waes the reilrocad bridge at Fismea, but inclement
weather intervened and the formation turned backe

17 August 194L

Poor visibility persisted apgain tocday, but our planes ccmpleted the
borbing of the railrced bridge at Pont puthcue Limited observations
made observations of the results uncertain. 1000 lb, demoliticn bombe
were dropped, There was no oppositions The pilots were Lts Lytle,
Harris end Fenaler,

18 August 1944

An ammunition dump near Beaumont Sur Oise was attacked by cur plenes tcday
with 500 lb, bcmbs, Despite heavy flak over the target the bombs were
dropped with fair to good results, The planes sustained flak damaze and
one plene was lost, The pilots were Col Kelly, Maj Hoover and Lts Marquis,
Dillon, Fugit, R.Te Harris, J.H, leyers and Cummings.

25 kugust 1944

Attacking in flights, cuwr planes bombed & strongroint which was defending
Breat harbor and the Germen rearguard which has heen destroying the

dock fecilitiese Twe of the flights scered direct hits on the guns
while the others inflicted only pertial damege, The results were rated
from poor to excellent. Lt Behrens of this SQuadron led his flight

to an excellent bambinges 100 lb, general purpose bombs were dropreds
Slight, inaccurate flak was seen near the target. The pilots were (ol
Hankey and Lts Dismukes, Douglass, Goodwin, Rutt, Adams, liarris, Swenson
and Sentner,

26 August 19L4

A terget ares near Bois de biont containing & fuel dump wae well covered
by the bombs from c¢'x plenes which attacked in flights. Bombing results
were good tc excellents Cepts WeE. Smith's bomb pattern was especially
g00d dropring directly across its share of the target. The bombing was
cormnendable in view cf the fect thet it wes difficult teo identify im the
trees the locetion of the terget, Numerocus secondary explosions were
seen after the bombinge 100 lbs damclition bombs were drorpeds There
was no cppositione The p ilcts were M j Hoover and Lts Barrias, Ccleveland,
Douglass, SWwenscn, Richardson, Cummings, J.H, leyeras end Cept Fugit.

27 August 1944

Dock fecilitiea in Rouen on the sguth bank of the river Seine were bombed
by our planes today to rrevent the enemy from escaping meross the river to
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the north. This bombing was 1n%%%'!ﬁ%§6rt"o‘r'the‘ ground t  espec=
ielly the American VII Army Corpee 260 lbe fragmentation clusters were
dropped in results thet veried from fair to good, There was modereste to
heevy flak end fairly esccurate over the terget,s The pilots were (Capts
Adams and Lytle and 1ts J.He Meyers, Cumomings, Dismukes, Hodge, Sentner,
Harris and Rutt.

28 August 1944

An emmunition dump in the Compiegne Foret was hit by owr planes attacking
in flights, The 500 1b, incendiary clusters were dropped with results
varying from poor to excellent. A8 the airplene piloted by Cept Fugit
neered the target, the right engine ceught fire and the airplane had to
turn backe Witi one engine and the eirplene losing eltitude, Lt, Dye
navigeted the nlane over a secondary target where Lts WeEes Smith with only
three minutes to recompute the bomging dete and reset the bomb sight,
released the bambe squerely on the target, an ammunition dump near Ham,
causing tremendous exnlosions end huge fires., The airplene continued to
lose altitude and south of Amiens it wes hit by light flak necessiteting
a craesh landing which was carried out barely behind the American edvence
lines, The pilots for today's mission were Capt Fugit and Lts Harris,
Dillon, J.H, keyers, Clevelend, Douglass, Dismukes, Hodge and Rutte

30 August 194

155 mem. guns situated cn the Isle de Cezembre and firing cn the shipping
entering end leaving St lMalo were bombed by our plenes today, The
1000 lbe bombs were dopped with gross tc fair results. Pombing wes
difiicult due to inclement weather, There was no cppositicns The pilots
were Ccl liankey, Laj Iicover and Lts Coodwin, Dismukes and Swensohe

liscellanecus

Ti > number of excoellent bombings completed by the Group dwring August al-
most rivalled the excellent bombing record of May when numerous bridges

over the Seine were destrpyed in Ireperation For the invesion., Many of

the bombings were in support of the spectaculer gmerican push across France.
Twelve A=26 airplanes errived during August end were essigned to this
orgenizetion. M&lsc assigned to this SQuadrcn were cne line chief and
seventeen crew chiefr for the A-26's, Ineldition, twenty officers and
fifteen gunners - crews of the A-26 plenes - were &ttache® to this crgen-
izations On auge 17th Cept Justin Bingham wes eppointed Group Nevigator
and 1t Harlan ¥, Dye was arpointed to replace his es Sguedrcn Nevigstor,

Lt Ccle Devid H. Dewhurst left the 553rd Bomd S8q. cn Aug 22nd heving been
trensferred to the zone cf the interior, He was Squsdron Operations Officer
almost since the formetion of the Squadron snd essumed commend of the
Squedron on July 19 19L4e He is succeeded by Major Cherles W, Hocver. On
August 24th this crganizetion was glerted for movement tc France, Besides
the necessary reports, showdown inspections were ccmpleted for all enlisted
men, Three aews were transferred to the zone of the interior during

hizust = namely those of Ccl. Dewhurst and Lts Doersems and Rauh. M
replacements, the crewe of Lt, Edward H, Winklemen and Lt. John Ee Hiekman
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joined us on August 19 end Augue reapectively. One airp
lended during August (see mission or Aug 28) but there were no personnel
losges, 3Rombs drorped by our planes during August ere as follows:

Noe Weight
Dropped of Bomb (1lbs)
18 2000 GePe
192 1000 GePe
8 500 (incendiary clusters)
128 500 GoPe
172 260 (fregmentation)
287 250 GoP,
1541 100 GeP»

Te LI

Capts, Air Corps,
Executive Officer
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