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Gommanéing Cfficer, 354th Scuberdument Group (i) ATC LiQ, UdS. Aroy.

Tn compliance with letter 314.7, Hesduuarters inth Adr Porce, subjecty
|
&

*Instructions for the Guidance of Histori cwl Sections of Cormanés® dated
1945, the following information is submitted covering the history of the 555rd Bome

Jamuery

bardment Sgusdron for the month of July 194L

8. Organizetion: UNezative.

b. Strengths S Officers and 351 Enlisted llen.

¢. Date cf errival at and of departure from sach station cecupied in

BT0s Negetive.
d. Lecsses in action: 3 Officers and 3 Enlisted l'en (See nission of 28 July).
e. Awards and decorations earned by officers aud anlisted men of this
orzanization durinz July are as follows:
1th Cluster 13th Cluster lzt: Cluster llth Cluster 2nd S
to Al to Aldle 0 Adlle to Addis to Au.-

No. (fficers ;|

earned awerdg 1 5 12 18

Ko. Eo M»

esrued awards O 1 & 8 12
oth Gluster B8th Cluster 7th Cluster 5th Cluster lst SCILC
to }LQI:Q to J"&c:.fl to il.o::c to !I-.:.o to A.‘.E-

Ho. Officers

-:1"‘"6 awardé; ¢ 3 5 0 2

No. Edl.

earned awerd: 11 ¢ L 4 L
Lkth Cluster 3rd Cluster 2ud Cluster 1st Cluster Air ledel
t0 A.ll. to A.ll to Al to Al

Ho. Officers

earned award: 3 L Iy 1 7

Ho. Edl

earned eward: 4 8 4 & 3

*

Awerds end decoraticnes received by officers and anlisted men of this
orgenization per Mg IX BOSER CCOLAD General Orders as follows:

Avards per General Créer :'12}, dated 11 July 1o4d;e

. 2nd SOIC %o A.f. = 1 Officer and 3 E.li.

0th Cak Leaf Gluzter to Adf. - 13 Officers and 9 E.lL
Sth Osk Leaf Cluster to A.lle = 13 Officers snd 12 E.Me

S TR "MTRICTED

-__~




Ltr, Subj: "anit Tistory® dtd 19 Auz 19LL,
Avexrd@ per Generel Order '12L, deted 11 July 1944, (cont'd).

7th Oek leaf Cluster to A« - 17 Officers end © E.ll
&th Oak leef Cluster to A.%. < § Officers end 6 E.ii.
13t SOLC to Adle = 2 Cfficers and & Bl

Lth Oek leef Cluster to AJdle =~ 1 Officer emd § B.l.

Srd k Leaf Cluster to A.Jdl, = 1 Cfficer ané 5 E.H.
2nd Cax leaf Cluster to AJL. = 1 O0ffiger snd E. B

Laint

lst Oek leaf Cluster to A.ls = 1 Officer =nd £ EN,

Air ledal - No Officers and 2 E.ll.
Awerds per General Crder 7128, deted 17 July 1oLl:

12th Qek Leef Clucster to AJdl. = 2 CfF:
1tk Oak lesf Cluster ftoc A0 = 2 foicers azc’. 1 ;5.1.?.
a 2

2né 30IC to A.dl. - 3 Officers an Edia
Oth Ok Lesfl Cluster to AJdls = 1 Officer and 1o Z.lie
T Iuster to Adls = 1 ¢ffie and Yo i

b
{th Cak lesl C
#aa s - .
Sluster to AJdle = 1 Office

oth Oek Lesl
Air Tecdal « Z Cfficers end 170 Edle

0 s e . “ o I Py 2 3 10 T b Hk
Awprds per (Geuersl Order =130, deted 19 July 1SLLs
p e %M P A - Y, E - N | (o - & P -
L5810 CAR epl” Sluster £0 Asile = 1 (fficer anc O Eaala
cmd 20T + 1 PPin i e B
2né 30IC to ft.i o =1 Officer anfl Ro E.lls
- 1 P re . 3 L] - Fa? o020 4 - - " | — . 37
3! Cak Ieal Cluster to Aalls = 1 CiTicer aud 0 Lieiae
M - s - . e - 1 AR TeaMar 8
ARTEYCS 5 er rt Fag W1 rLer 1_11 il PO QS v e & . |
; P A na A ¢ oaE's

. P-| - - !

Air kedal -« 1 Of 2 1lCer gl I, Jel.e

K s T pF, ST Yyt mAEa T Y ol
Avarédz rer Genersl Qrder F19%9, dated 28 July 19k

11th Qak lesf Cluster to AJdle = 5 Cificers and 1 E.llL
2nd SOIO to A.ils = 2 Officers and 1 Z.H.

Oth :'.': Ieaf Cluster to AJdL « 5 Gfficers snd I E.lM.
8th Ol Lesf Cluster 4o Adl. = 2 Officers end No Bl
Tth Qek leaf Cluster %0 Addis = 1 Officer and 2 E.ll.
6th Cek Lesf Gluster to Al = 1 Officer and Yo E.db
Ltk Cak leal Cluster 1o Al = iio Officers and 1 '_:.; .
srd Oak lenl Cluster to AJdls = 1 Cfficer and 1 Eels
2nd Cak Iesf Cluster to AJdls = 2 Ufficers and © D.l
lat Cek leaf Cluster to AJdie = 3 Cificers and 5 &.l.

B Importent events which oceurred tlrouzhout the month of July 1644 in this
Scuedrcn are sumErized ss follovsy

4 July 1944

The first of eizht missions to be l:d by FPathfinder cirplenes started
operctions for Jul; today. A8 is usuclly the case there w&s nuo observition

to determine the results aud no rhotozaph to indicate the duze e doune to tle
tarzet - an area strougly defended by enesmy troops necr la Darberie. This
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Ltr, Subjy "Unit Ilistory® dtd 19 &

tarcet, like £ll others borbed b our zirplenes during July is in
(note f‘or other missions in Jul:)e There ws no op osition &nd the bomnb
load wves sixteen 250 lb. Domks plus one l=28flet Doubs The pilots were
Col. ¥elly, Cepts Tipton and Saltsran ard Lts Young, liichcel, Disuukes,
2rizscs, Richardson, Clevelend and Raud
E July 194

A Tuel and amunition dum ¢4 Senonches was scheduled to be boubed this
anfternoon but clouds sent our plenes back with their boibse. :(‘eavy, weal,
accurcte flakk was seen at Chartres.

6 July 1944

The pattern of 250 lb, boubs fro:: both boxes hit in eliost exactl; the saue
spot during the boubing of the fuel durp et Foret de Conches todays The
results are clegsified as good. 7This was borne out later when & ceptured
Ger:man prisoner who observed the boubing from the ground stated that many
versonnel vere killed and consider:ble armmunition and stores were destroyed.
Yo opposition was encountered Ly our planes. The pilots were Col Ilankey,
Capt agel and [ts ‘dchaeel, !arquiss “oung, Richardson, Rauh and Cleveland.

8 July 9Lk

aur planes participsted in tihe aerial borberdment of Germen positiouns near
Caen in preparstion for the attack of Britishk troops. The results of the
bormbing are termed gross to good. Zach planearorred sixteen 250 lbe boubse
lleavy, moderrte, sccurzcte flak over the tergel caused some concern but no
plones were loste The pilots were Lts Harris, Scott, Tuzit, Reuh, Richard-
son, Dismukes, iichael, Crisran and lovell.

g July 194L

nding the prirary terget obscured by clouds, our planes boubed & casual
rret « g highwa) bridge near Orleans at e c“oss"r' of the loire River.
Zenerally the results were zood with 2t least one of the 1200 1lb. boiibs
striking the center of the bridze, causi.g exteunsive danmage and other
hits of lesser irportance. The heavy flak vas noderate end inaccurate in
the vicinity of Cmen and l‘ezidon and presented less of a problem than the
clouds. The pilots were Col Kelly, Capts llazel and liochrein and Lts Dise-
mikes, Fansler, Lytle, .arcuis, Scott, and Youn:.

e |
FJ e

-

11 July 1944

Four 1000 lb. boibs were dropped by eacl of our pltuses on a fuel dusp near
Tleurss Followilg ;—,; thfinder airplones the boubiigz wes coupleted tixrouch
a heav; overcast meking observ:tious i.possible., (o opyosition was obe
servede The pilotz were !aj Devhwrst and Lts Rauh, Pu;it, Jennctt, Lytle
ané Disrnlies. 2

12 July 194L

An intellizence report that a concentration of German 35 troops were at
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*init HDistory® dtd 19 Aug 1S44

Foret de Cingleis, havin- been sen i the front 131

ezulted in & nission for our plenes. Poor visibility continuing from
"e.;terday necessitated following pathfinder a.pa1 today anf bowbing results
zre unknown. Each eirplane dropped sixteen 250 lbe frajcentation boubs,.
There was no cprositions The pilots were Capt llajel aund Lis Ecott, Criasren,
Fansler, lMeyers, Harris, Briggs and Younge

The weather cleered sufficientl; this afternmoou to perait s wvisual boibe
ing of two bridges in France., The first target, a rajlroad bricze &t
Tocent Le Roi suffered little desage froa the 2000 lbe boubs which fell
wide, Ooof results were obteined on enother railroed brid_ e et Booneval
v'Mc“ vas et least terporeril; iucapaciteted. Clouds over ihe Iirset target
sporérily discouraced the second box and caused their diversion to the
sec:m"ar, tar et after beinz largely responsible for the poor rasults of
the first bDoxe Ileavy flak at Dreux was ioderate and accurats. The pilots
were liaj Devhurst and Lts Boerseus, Hodze, Adaens, Dismakes, 21 mel, Harris
Rauh end Lotles

Tuly 1944

)
53

A borbinz rlenned for enewy positions in the St. 1o erea 4id not "P'"“I‘i.al—
ize +od.-a: becouse of poor visibility over France. Over tle A. lderne

Islends Leavy, vea re, accurate flak was seeuns All planes returne, with
their bombs,

One of the most colorful honbings of the month occurred today when ocne of
the lergest fuel dumps neer the figl *.1.u_; front = at Rennes - was hit and
set on fire. Lar e fires were started 'in the target erea sending smoxe
fron three to four thousend feet iuto the sky,  Leter photosrephs showed
that the cesoline stores were sntirely wiped out. Lt. .illieam L. Smith
of this Sguedron led one hoxe The results of the boubing are classified
cood to excellent, Icavy, moderate to inte ce accuratie flak was encouln=
tersd over the target. Sixteen 260 lb. bobs were cerried Ly eacl plane.
The pilots wers Col Haukey axd Lts Lytle, Adaus, leyers, lickael, “ennett,
Dismukes, and Harris,

16 July 1944

4'1en., gtrongpoints five miles east of Caen were hit when our plenes dropped
60 1b, fragmentation bombs withiair to cood resultse Heavy, iniense,
eccurate flak over the tercet which necessitated contimwous evasive ection
together with smoke and dust froa friendly ertillery bo aving which almost
obscured the tm‘get impeded the borbinge The larauder of Lt, Ferkins
(555th Borb Sg.) was shot down over the terget and he na: zed to escape
‘c;.- parachute, Upon recching the ground he was cepiured by the Germans end
later receptured by the British, Our pilots were Lts Young, Levell,
risren, Fansler, Yarris, Briggs, Idchael, Clevelend and Richerdson.

Yiord that the enem was about to transpart a division over ihe railroad
bridpe at ‘.? orent Le Roi established that bridge as the target for this
afternoon. Attecking it in flights the results varied from pocr to excellent
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The valus
Smy o ".‘nsion wWas
Four 1000 1be

ureey and
and Zochr
ang Yodzee

and photocraphs show thet the bridge wes severeod,

indicated by intellicence repm‘ts which state that the en
delayed & week in reaching the front by having to detours
boibs were éreroed by ench airplane, leavy flak woried in ace
intensit: at Coudebec, Our pilots were laj Perry, Capts Nasel
ané 1ts Doerse:e, Reuh, Adaus, Dimailes, Lytle, llej.rs, Tarris

in

lD

23 Tuly 1944
A fuel dump at tle Foret de Counclies wes grered wien our vlaces turned back
vith tleir boub leed bDecruse of roor visibilitye Teav), soderate, inse=
curete flak wes encountered near Tronvilles

2"1' J-ll: 1(} '::‘i-l
Ite We Ze Sumith of this Scundron led the secoud ‘cux as boubardier wiile
laje Dewhurst nilo ec d'.;ri:;; the destruetion 1 tridze at
3able “ur Sarthe t & RBefore reaching tih es split into

e .

fliglhts and 1t 3 t"s flirht received the onl) ine scorin
direct nits on 't;.L. tarzete The total results 'r"" ed Prom poor o exaellent
™o veek later tie btride wes still observed as dovne The load was o
1002 1b, Lorbs, There was no oppositions The pilets were Cols Kell), IB].

Newhurst and Iis odge, Fsul, Tarris, Boeraei, Youug, Fujit, Seolt 2 o

Digruxese

ot Tl 149
25 July 1%

The Leaviest los ed © our planss = LWERT] 260 1lbe fragmentstio
omhs = was dro eronn Gefended area west of 3t. Lo sa ot o tle
reat rir bo bar receded the me]cr Asericsn Ureartirol » .L
of the Cherbour All the hoDs of the Tirst box fell witlhiu
lesimeated terget erea. The btoud pattern of tie s weond box fell across :"

eizdinrs woint, & secondary roed intersectiom, and hit nunerous other ’cn.ila

and ingtsllationse all sdiccent and south of the neitern of ths fir T SO
e results vere ool to sxsellente There wes o "_‘_::".t‘.;\';. The pllots
ere lts “coit, Oleveland, Ade o, !arris, llelscn, -ejers, Crifuan, 000 iu

- W Vet s L 4
senerpl Thatcher piloti o L‘UWL urstts airplaze led the Tirad box in
antother attack o4 Geruan du._; ok s3itions west of yesterdel's bowbin. end
gny¥s This tice the '1_‘ ;.‘:.‘ “r‘,_;d twenty=eisht 1 0 lbe boobs.
Iuterve..i.q_; elouds obscured tie borbiaz end the result. ere unkuown. There

enemy. The rilots were Genersl Thatcher, end Lts
arris, Fansler, Fugit, Disukes, iiichardson and adanse

wes no cprosition b
Cleveland, Irigcs,

wlsu

28 July 19k

“or the first tine in seny wonthes enewy fighters attocked cur airplenes

near the
The terget wes & reilrocd bridce at Zcouches an
1200 1b. boubs is unknown beesuse it wes o pethfirder ulssion.

the damfze coused by the

B

P G..l A‘_'

ke
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ter;et and planes of t his Squedron suffered the brunt of tne ati: cle
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fro. eloud cover, ihe enery fizh¥ers first iede & pass from ebov
atiacked cur planes from the resr. Cutstandiung shooting wes done by 5/5C%
Parry J. Jecobs and T/3:t Betrend B, Wilkenson of this iyuasdron, tie foruer
bein: credited with iwo plenes shot down cnd tf@ latter with one probeble aud
two derfgzeds An F¥ 190 dove into the foris tion swoking and struck the wing
of Lt. Prises israuder céusing our only loss. The fichters were socn beaten
off« Those of Lt. Brizg's crew nissing are lst Lt Frederick C. Irizgs,
0813311, lst Lt Cloude C. Connedey, 075986L, lst 1t Leoun C. Iigginbothen,
0815478, T/S:t Selwyn C. Denowitz, 12084158, 3/<;t Robert Jo Biruianghaus,
31318690, and 5/3zt Cherlie 1% Johns, 37502498. The pilots were Lte Sriggs,
Hoersert, Disukes, 'enry, Criscan, Rutt, Secott, Nicherdson and “entners

30 July 1Sk

Another potlfinder mission w s directed £t an enemy sirong point south of
ceuront and the borbing wes comletef with good to feir results. Fhotographs

which mnaged to be telen revealed that the boubs were dropped in two
petterns, one to twe thoustnd Teet from the ciudng point. The plenes
dropped enother larre loed of twenty 250 1lb, fragentetion bo 1= esch,

G st

Yeavy flal: over the trrret was =light and insccwrete. The pilots were Lts
Menry, 3utt, Boerse:s, Scott, Crismen, Aarris, Fucit, Cleveland and _arguis,

31 July 194L

ixtensive damaze vas inflicted on & railroed bricge at Tours/La Rich

by our planes which atticked i. flightse. 2né Lt Jeck Sskenszi, boubardier
who joined this Squedron this month recieved en excellent reting Dby dropping
his borbs scusrely on the center of the bridse as photogrephs indicete.

ifter tle borting large gocps vere seen in the center of the bricge end &t the
souti: end. Four 1000 lb, borbs wes the boub loed. Overall results of the
borbing veried frowo poor to excellent. leavy, mwoderate, accurete flak was
encountered over the target. The bridze hit today had been rebuilt efter
serious devage frou a previous bombing and construction equip..nt wes hit
with the bridze. Alsc this wes the longest uission to dete. The pilots

were Col. 'Enkey &nd Lts idans, Richerdson, !odge, Secott, Rutt, Ljtle, _larris

end Clevelsnd,
Idiscellaneous

Tnelerent wecther impedins observe tions decreased the number of aissions
flown this month and necessitcted the use of patifinfer c¢irplanes freguently.
All the targets were in I'rance &nd directly or irdirectly in support of

or assist nee to our troops. An unusually lerge number of fregmentation
borbs were dro-ped on eneny defended creas. Cne of our plenes vas lost
furing the enemy fighter atteck on July 28th and another of our rirplaues

wes foreed to lend in Treunce for repeirs but crashed in landing. Generel
Anferson rresented Bronze Siar lledel ribbons to the following crew chiefs
whoze 2irplenae's copleted 50 missions without an abortions T/Szts He Duges,
7 3i-sburg, G eiselimn, Vele levy, Je. dller, 1,V. _uhl, K. %o Heiuders,
and 5/3-t To . Deker. Presentction vas sede on July 25th. Cn July 1Cth,
copt Albert Z. Eill who did such outstcuding work in this Squedron was tronse

4

“erred to Group Fge. &3 Group Borbardier ¢od he is succeeded by lst Lt Williem
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E., Smithe ©On July 18th Lt. Cole Frenklin W, larris, heving returned efter
spending over two montus in the zone of the interior on detached service,

wes transferred iron this Squsdron of whicli he vEs comending officer since
jts formetion il sent to the 99th Bomberdaeat Ling o -@aj. David He Devie
Hurst asswaed commnf of this orjeénization. 2Znd Lt Teiler Centu, intelli ence
officer rnd 208 1t Bcb D. Fox, armaceunt officer, joined us during Julye

53ix coubet crews were trensferred fro. this orgeniz: tion to the Zoue of

the interior end four new crews joined us during July &lso. Haviog start=-

ed opercztions on 31 July 19.3, this Group ccopleted its first yecr of

o eretions this monthe. Dewlition boubs dropped by our plrnes during

July &re es follow=3

oe jeizht

Dropped of Pomb (1lbs.)

18 2200

239 1000

750 260 frag-entstion bombs
Li6 250
254 100

2 leaflet boitbs

Ceptes ~ir Corps,
Zxecutive Gf'ficer
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