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Welcome to the 2020
Friends of the 416th Bomb Group Newsletter

President of France, Emmanuel Macron. In
September of this year, 1Lt. and Bomkardier/
Navigator Robert (Bob) Basnett from the 671st
Squadron was knighted posthumously on behalf of
President Macron. They were preceded by the late
ILt. Dave Andrews also from the 671st Squadron
who was knighted in 2019. We are honored to count
them as heroes.

Why has been 220 such a special year? To start,
it is the only year we are likely to live through where
the first two digits will match the second two. The
next year that follows this pattern is 2121. Aside from
that, this year has been one of profound change. The
COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact our lives as
we adapt to these changes. Some of these changes
may have long-term effects on our society and
economy. Most of us are accustomed to attending the
annual business meetings at reunions and watching
UOPET wxUl Ul OUEUPOOUVUwWEaweEaAOD
had to be canlled because of the pandemic. Our newsletter hag those reports as articles. Wayne Sayles
reunions have been planned consistently and (416th Archivist and a 416th BG Honorary Command

attended for many yearsé w" OPEOQwOOw? 11 fd%é’@%’&l?&%@}ﬂem S'ttar:h’ a Iong-tlme
i pUST 001 416fcaninghsits tollearn about Friend and the annual reunion photographer, and

previous reunions ( https://416th.com/reunions.htl Doris Sayles.(416th Archives Registrar and _
Treasurer) will now team up to keep the Archives

Yet, throughout this year we have been contacted  Facebook page current. We truly thank them for

The Friends of the 416th Bomb Group also
experienced change this year. The annual reunion

by several people desiring to know about their _ donating their time and expertise to maintai n interest
EOPOazUwbOYOOY! O OUwWPDUIT yplre haetk hiat Ficbbddk. @ koFelydu Wit {dke the
Most contacted Wayne at the Archives and Rick time to read them.

Prucha, our webmaster. These newFriends are now
receiving the annual newsletters, beginning with this
one. One of our newest Friends, Roselyne Thomas,
wrote an article in this newsletter about how her
father, James Luther Owens who servedalong with
the 416th Bomb Group, met her mother while at
Melun, France. Our Friends family continues to grow
and we aim to reach even more folks whether
through the 416th website or on the Archives
Facebook page.

61 WETI OP1 YI wOT PUwal EUZUwOI I
more significant as we sought ways to stay connected
with each other during the pandemic. We thank all
who contributed updates and wrote articles for this
newsletter. Previous newsletters have been packed
with updates from Friends, pictures and stories
about reunions and interesting articles written by
many Friends. We were able to piece together this
al EUzZUw-1PpPUOI bitheé Helm@OOa wlUT UO
o .. .. . contributions from Wayne and Doris Sayles, Rick

31 BUwal EUZ UwOI PourQvetdsans U w Uppifehd Skele Rl others who sent in articles,
who received the French Legion of Honor Medal. and those of you, dear Friends, who sent in updates.
Earlier this year, T/Sgt. Roland Dullnig, Crew Chief
from the 668th Squadron and Cpl. Alberie Nadeau,
Operations Clerk were knighted on behalf of the

Our Friends family can look forward to 2021 as the
Friends of the 416th Bomb Group continue to grow.
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

Plans for the 2021 Reunion in Windsor Locks, CT will
continue move ahead. Thetentative dates are
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 through Friday,
October 15, 2021 Please know thesedates are
tentative and are for planning purposes only. We
hope to firm them up early in 2021. The Reunion
Committee will once again pursue hotel
accommodations and a tour of the New England Air
Museum, to include the Reida Rae permanent
exhibit. Keep checking your emails for updates.

Kathe Rensner
Friends of the 416th Bomb Group Coordinator

S OSn— ST — SO ——
SAYING GOODBYE IN 2020
IN MEMORIAM

Another year has come and gone. We sadly bid farewell and God Speed toDan Eastman and Bob Basnett
this year| two of our beloved friends and stalwart reunion pals.

1Lt. Dan Moroni Eastman
December 25, 1919 January 25, 2020

11 EEwOOUI wEEOQUUW#EOZz UwODI |
https://www.416th.com/Obits/6 #EastmanDan_Obit.html

1Lt. Robert J. Basnett
October 18, 1924 June 6, 2020

11 EEwOOUI wEEOUUW! OEz UwODI |
https://www.416th.com/Obits/6 #7BashettRobert_Obit.html
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

Thank You for Coming to Our 2020
?5DUUUEOQW1Il UODBOO-
While the COVID -19 pandemic may have slowed how we stay connected as a family and express our
us down a bit from reuniting in person this year, it love and friendship to one another?
EOQOUOEOz UwUUOXx wOUUWEOOOI E Ub O SdJauddidg possibleOaxpddstre fo O@VIDwL9
uniting us as our 416th family. It is always joy -giving entirely and without actually needing to fly or drive

and heart-filling to see how we keep the memories EGabpli 1 Ul Owldl UzUwUIl EOOOI EVwWE
alive through remembering the accomplishments and remember together some of our best moments . . .
heritage of the 41h and through carrying those virtually. Where have we been together the last 20
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Tulsa, OK New Orleans, LA
2001 2019

Colorado Springs, CO Abilene, TX Hot Springs, A Louisville, KY |l Windsor Locks, CT
2004 2018 10,00} 2006 2011, 2012
Albuquerque, NM Branson, MO Oshkosh, W1 §Topsail Island, NC
2015 2003, 2009, 2010{

]

2007 2008
]
2005

100p) 2013, 2016
Rosslyn, VA

Our 416th Family Gatherings

A Look Back at the Last 20 Years of Reunions

Newsl etter 2020 Pag3




Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

“The Group”

2001 Reunion (above)
Tulsa, OK

2006 Reunion (right)
Louisville, KY
standing, [ tor: Bob Basnett, Al Damico, Carl Weinert, Jim Kerns,

Wayne Downing, Robert Lee, Jack Sittarich
seated, I to r: Dick Wheeler, Bob Kehres, Billy Brewer, Ray Jones,

Don Sorrels, Eldon Kreh

\ 2007 Reunion (left)
\ Oshkosh, WI
\ standing, I tor: Jack Sittarich, Wayne Downing, Don Sorrels, Bob Basnett
l"\ seated, I to r: Carl Weinert, Robert Lee, Dick Wheeler, Billy Brewer

2009 Reunion (right)
Branson, MO
standing, [ tor: Bob Kehres, Billy Brewer, Dick Wheeler,

Wayne Downing, Roland Dullnig,

Jack Sittarich, Bob Basnett
seated, | to r: John Freese, Carl Weinert, Roy Burns

ettt er 2020
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

2010 Reunion (left)
Branson, MO
standing, I tor: Jack Sittarich, Wayne Downing, Ralph Conte,
Roy Burns, Roland Dullnig, Bob Basnett
. seated, 1 to r: Carl Weinert, John Freese, Bob Kehres,
‘ Billy Brewer, Dan Eastman

2011 Reunion (right)
Windsor Locks, CT
standing, [ tor: Ralph Conte, Jack Sittarich, Jim Keefe,
Joe Meagher, Wayne Downing, Gus Ebenstein,

Roland Dullnig
seated, I to r: Vinnie Fair, Carl Weinert, Dan Eastman,
Dave Andrews, Billy Brewer, Bob Basnett

[photo taken at the New England Air Museum (NEAM)
B-29 Hangar]

2011 Reunion (left)
Windsor Locks, CT

standing, [ tor: Joe Meagher, Gus Ebenstein, Ralph Conte,

Bob Basnett, Carl Weinert, Jack Sittarich,

Roland Dullnig, Merle Eastman (cousin to

S/Sgt. Ashton Carter, armorer-gunner 669th BS, KIA, 1945)
seated, | to r: Wayne Downing, Vinnie Fair, Billy Brewer,

Dave Andrews, Dan Eastman

[photo taken at the NEAM Restoration Hangar]

2012 Reunion (right)
Windsor Locks, CT
standing, I tor: Dan Eastman, Jack Sittarich, Ralph Conte,
Bob Basnett, Roland Dullnig, Wayne Downing,
Gus Ebenstein
seated, [ tor: Billy Brewer, Joe Meagher, Carl Weinert,
Jim Keefe, Vinnie Fair, Dave Andrews

[photo taken at the NEAM in the shadow of the newly-
dedicated A-26 "Reida Rae”]
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

2013 Reunion (left)
Gainesville, MO
standing, 1 tor: Bob Basnett, Ralph Conte, Roland Dullnig,
Wayne Downing
seated, [ to r: Carl Weinert, Bob Kehres, Billy Brewer, Dave Andrews

2014 Reunion (right)
Indianapolis, IN
standing, I tor: Joe Meagher, Bob Basnett,
Roland Dullnig
seated, I to r: Bob Kehres, Wayne Downing,
Ralph Conte, Dave Andrews

“The Group”
2014 Reunion (left)
Indianapolis, IN

2015 Reunion (right)
Albuquerque, NM
standing, I tor: Bobbie Kinney, Josie Sittarich,
Roland Dullnig, Bob Basnett, Dave Andrews
seated, | to r: Hilaria Huff, Bob Kehres, {
Wayne Downing, Joe Meagher, Mickie Weinert ;'
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

“The Group — Members of our 416th Family”
2015 Reunion (above))
Albuquerque, NM

2016 Reunion (left)
Gainesville, MO
I tor: Roland Dullnig, Dave Andrews, Bob Kehres
Wayne Downing, Joe Meagher
. [phototakenin front of the 416th Wall of Honor at the
| 416th Archivebuilding in Gainesville]

\

—

2016 Reunion (below)
Gainesville, MO
standing, 1 tor: Mickie Weinert, Josie Sittarich, Hilaria Huff
{ seated, [ to r: Joe Meagher, Bob Kehres, Wayne Downing,
" Dave Andrews, Roland Dullnig

2016 Reunion (left)

Gainesville, MO
Wayne and Doris Sayles (right) receiving the 2016 George Bledsoe
Preservation Award recognizing their “significant contributions to
the preservation of WWII military aviation history.”
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

2017 Reunion (left)
Rosslyn, VA
standing, 1 tor: Bobbie Kinney, Bob Kehres, Josie Sittarich,
Joe Meagher, Hilaria Huff
seated, | to r: Dave Andrews, Roland Dullnig, Wayne Downing

2017 Reunion (right)
Rosslyn, VA
I tor: Wayne Downing, Roland Dullnig,
Joe Meagher, Dave Andrews

[photo taken at the Air Force Memorial in
Washington, D.C.]

2018 Reunion (left)
Abilene, TX
standing at rear: Mickie Weinert
seatedl to r: Roland Dullnig, Dave Andrews, Bob Kehres

2018 Reunion (left)

Abilene, TX
\ Captains Sean Bruce-Rennick and Anthony Bunker
\ of the 28th Bomb Sq. at Dyess AFB—who served as guides for
\ the 416th reunion visit to the base in Abilene—with (I-to-r) Dave
Andrews, Bob Kehres, and Roland Dullnig

“The Group — Members of Our 416th Family”
2018 Reunion (right)
Abilene, TX
[standing in front of a Douglas A-26 Invader at
Dyess AFB —This aircraft typewas flown by the 416th
out of bases in France from the Fall of 1944
to the end of the war in Europe]
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

i ””W

“The Group — Members of our 416th Family”
2015 Reunion (above))
Albuquerque, NM

We hope you have a many happy memories of our family get -togethers as we do!

=SSO OO OO
Due to the COVID pandemic, the year 2020 was
NeWS from the 416 th almost a year lost in time for many Americans.
ArCh ives Surprisingly, the 416th Archive Wltne§s_ed an. .
i unprecedented surge in research activity during this
Wayne and Doris Sayles difficult ime. This was due to several factors, but

foremost among them was a seemingly constant
barrage of questions from 416th family and friends.
Some of these questions came from longtime friends,
but a surprising number of them also came from the
families of 416th veterans that we were hearing from
for the first time. In the process of searching for
answers to a broad range of questions, we often
encountered a thread of discoveries that might be
O1T OUTT OwlOi wEUWEwW?ROUUDI a~» 8
This year, for the first time in my memory, there
was a distinct change in the nature of Archive
research.In the past, many useful and valuable
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

projects were undertaken by individuals. This year, result, the grateful point of view of those that the

those projects were almost always undertaken as a 416th helped to rescue from tyranny has been shared

team effort with more online and telep hone with the world and with our own posterity. When
discussion leading not only to project enhancement we look at the statistics and the Archive web site

but also to a wider understanding of the 416th pages honoring those who served, and many who

mission and personnel. Unveiling certain aspects of EPl EwPOwUT PUwl i 1T OUUOwPI WweED

EOCa wdOOl wYI Ul UEOz Uwi Rx1 UDI @mérical 1| O1 UEOOa wOl EwUOWE w
realization that the same experience was shared by
several others or even by the entire Group. While the
Archive is a non-profit entity staffed and supported
entirely by volunteers, the efforts of those involved
are a considerable benefit to all Americans who have
a yearning to learn more about those who defended
our freedom in the dangerous years of WWII.

We at the Archive are committed to continuing
this journey and honoring those who served in the
416th and its attached units. The 416th Archive Board
of Directors consists of Rick Prucha, whose father
was aPilot in the 668th Bomb Squadron; Tom
Rickels, whose uncle was aPilot (KIA) in the 671st
Squadron; Doris Sayles, the Archive Registrar, whose

In this newsletter, Doris Sayles has mentioned brother was in the Bataan Death March; Wayne
some of the contacts that came through her as the Sayles, Honorary 416th Command Pilot and Jean
Archive Registrar. Others have come through Rick Sittarich, whose father was agunner in the 668th
Prucha, as Webmaster of the 416th.com websiteStill Squadron and POW. The board meets annually at the
others have come through our Archive Facebook 416th reunion and has, to this day, been unanimous

xET 1 wWEOEwWI UOOw1OUUw2UI b E U lngit¥mahagdment)deésionsE OOUEE U wb D UT w
the Archive in his role as Director of the Wethersfield
Museu(rjn N Iprglznd. EOS:' is a valued °°"ea,9“e and launch a several pronged search forall livin g 416th
2_\/66: R ear fren An 00 COl:II‘SAe"mg y qugg}ehs cgﬁng . _veterans. At this time, we can count with certainty
irectla wl OwoUUw U AichivE@attwin E Doﬁy“{l?ree: Roland Dullnig, Alberie Nadeau and

hesitate to try and name all of those who contributed Lucian Syracusa. There are,very likely more and we
0OwO1 DUw [ 1 0V0OwE &G0 wd GUDYL F LR GRTED Wih) Eadenif we O
sure to leave out one or two. You all know w _ o you know of others, please contact us at the Archives.

are and | hope you know how much | appreciate

your immeasurable help. For questions, comments, donations or just the urge

For nearly a decade, the Archive has contributed 0 re.ach out, contact Wayne or Doris by email at
data to a number of researchers and authors here and ~Archive@416th.com or telephorTe499-9831 for
abroad. The topics have covered a wide range and Wayne and 41-4991708 for Doris. The 416th Bomb

the correspondents have come from virtually all of Group Archive is a 50&)(3) nonprofit organization.
the countries of Europe involved i n WWII. As a

One of our major projects of 2021 will be to

= e = = e——
416th.com Website Updates
Rick Prucha

In past years during our Annual 416th BG Reunions, Wayne Saylesor Rick Prucha provided a summary of
updates made to the 416th.com website since the prior Reunion.The first presentation slide always notes: ?The
purpose of the 416th Bomb Group Archive is to preserve the memory and honor the accomplishments of this
World War Il combat unit and its personnel through research, education and public interaction. ?
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

The Mission of the Friends of the 416th Bomb Group is ?PKeepingmemories alive by perpetuating the
accomplishments and heritage of the 416th Bomb Group for present and future gererEti®dd 6th.comwebsite
serves as one component of these common goals.

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

w
U WELCOME

Our Mission is:

Keeping memories alive by perpetuating the accomplishments and heritage
of the 416th Bomb Group for present and future generations.

Events
2020 Newsletter Announcement (PDF file)

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group Tour to WWII England, May 26 - June 2, 2021

2020 416th BG Reunion - Cancelled due to COVID-19 Pandemic

2019 Reunion Review (New Orleans, Louisiana. October 8-12. 2019) and 2019 Newsletter (PDF)

Friends and Archive

Shortly after our Wonderful New Orleans Reunion in October, 2019, several members of the Friends of the
416th Bomb Group worked together to put together web pages specifically for the "Friends" organization. The
Welcome page is at URL '416th.com/Friendsand includes links to additional "Friends" related web pages/files.

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

Keeping memories alive by perpetuating the acco
heritage of the 416th Bomb Group for presemt and )

2019 Reunion
New Orleans, Louisiana

October 8-12, 2019
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

The 2019 New Orleans, Louisiana Reunion summary web page from Kathe Rensner and Stephanie
Andrews is at URL : https://416th.com/Reunions/2019Reunion.htinhks are included to Kathe's wonderful
Newsletter; Wayne's Memorial video photo remembrance of Dave Andrews, Bob Kehres, and Joe Meagher;
Reunion Photos and the Archive/Website presentations.

Some of the Friends of the 416th Bomb Group are organizing the "As Time Goes B¢ 64&6th Bomb Group
Tour to WWII England, May 26 ¢ June2, 2021 .Information can be found at URL :
https://416th.com/Friends/2021_416thBG_EnglandTour.html

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

Keeping memories alive by perpetuating the accomplishments and
heritage of the £16th Bomb Group for present and future generations

As Time Goes By...
Tour to WWII England

May 26 through June 2, 2021

The 416th Bomb Group Archive page (https://416th.com/archive.htilvas updated to include links to three
News articles featuring Wayne and Doris and their Archive efforts and accomplishments.

T'he 416th Bomb Group Archive has been fe

Gainesville home to extensive 416th Bomb Group Archive (PDF)
By: Kaitlyn McConnell, December 18, 2017
"Ozarks Alive!"

GES sludx.uls visit 416th Bomb V ;\rchnc. (PDF)
'Ozark C ()unly Tin
The 416th Bomb Group Archive strives to present all information as correctly and historically accurate as possible.

To obtain or share information, comment, or if you are aware of any mistakes on our website,

please Contact the 416th BG Archive.

e

B3PS
Visut the 416th BG Archuve Store

Memorials

During the 2018 Abilene and 2019 New Orleans Reunions, Steve Roy gave updates on his "discovery" of
the American Roll of Honor books at St. Paul's Cathedral, London, England, and his subsequent successful
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

efforts to add the names of the six 416th MIA/KIA veterans not yet listed. Steve's summary is the "St. Paul's
Cathedral American Roll of Honor" webpage t https://416th.com/Memaorials/StPaulsCathedral_RollOfHonor.html

416th Bombardment Group (L)

St. Paul's Cathedral

American Roll of Honor

AMERICAN ROLL OF HONOR
St. Paul's Cathedral. London, England

Steve also assisted Veterans Dave Andrews, Roland Dullnig and Alberie Nadeau in obtaining their French
Legion of Honor Medal Awards ( https://416th.com/PhotoCollections/FrenchLegionOfHonor htiifie National
Order of the Legion of Honor, premier ord er of the French republic, was created by Napoleon Bonaparte on
May 19, 1802 as a general military and civil order of merit conferred without regard to birth or religion
provided that anyone admitted swears to uphold liberty and equality. This prestigious Medal has been
recently awarded by the people of France to American Veterans who fought for the liberation of France during
World War Il. The webpage includes links to the individual Veteran's Awards.

416th Bombardment Group (L)

French Legion Of Honor Medal &
Awards to 416th BG Veterans ﬁ’
-3. L

e J

Wy
¥

French Legion Of Honor Medal

Post-War Obituary pages added this year include Dan M oroni Eastman (https://416th.com/Obits/6 71
EastmanDan_Obit.htn)land Robert J. and Lanola "Puz" Basnett littps://416th.comDbits/67 %
BasnettRobert_Obit.htrinl Also, the Meredith Joy Huff Veteran Photo and Documents pages were expanded
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

with over 550 WWII -Era (https://416th.com/PhotoCollections/66RiffMeredith_Photos.htmland PostWar
(https://416th.com/PhotoCollections/66RiffMeredith_PostWWII_Photos.htm) Photographs and Documents
which were organized, digi tally preserved, and graciously provided to the 416th BG Archive by Arlene and
Roy Hohn.

416th Bombardment Group (L) 416th Bombardment Group (L)

Research

34 Aircraft Accident Report PDF files were acquired and added, so we now have nearly ALL of the
Missing Air Crew (MACR) and Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) o riginal document scans available on the
website. The index page is https://416th.com/MACR_AAR/416th_ MACR_AAR.html

We researched and summarized the early history of the Douglas A-26 "Invader" aircraft and its Combat
Evaluation and Introduction to the European Theater of Operations (ETO) ( https://416th.com/A26-ETO-
CombatEval/A26-ETO-CE_HistoricalSummary.html This research led to updates to the 416th Conversion from
A-20 to A-26 type aircraft page (https://416th.com/416th_history-26conversion.htmland lists of the first 500 A-
26's manufactured at the Douglas Long Beach (DL) and Douglas Tulsa (DT) Plants, including Individual
Aircraft Record Cards (IARC) images for many of the 416th planes (see links available on the A26 "Invader"”
page https://416th.com/a26.htrjl

416th Bombardment Group (L)

ﬁ A-26 ETO Combat Evaluation
Historical Summary

A-26 ETO Combat Evaluation Personnel

t

USA Training
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

The 416th BG Transfer from Lake Charles, LA to Laurel, MSt Special Orders No. 278, Effective 3:Oct-1943
t were transcribed, which includes the complete list of personnel by Squadrons as of that transfer date. Both
the transcription and original images ar e available at URL https://416th.com/416th_history LCAAF_S0O278.html

The 416th Bomb Group and Squadrons received numerous Awards, Honors and Commendations during
their WWII time in the Europea n Theater of Operations. Details are on web page

https://416th.com/416th_history awards.htrificluding links to more information on 416th BG Battle
Participation Credits of their various WWII Cam paigns.

416th Bombardment Group (L)
Awards

Honors and

'

Commendations

'he 416th Bomb Group and Squadrons 2d numerous Awards 1ors and Comn

during their time in ropean Theater of Op:

416TH.COM COUNTS AND STATISTICS FOR 2020
2020 2019
Count Count Increase
Individual Web Pages 946 899 47

Images (Photos/Documents) 8,263 7,011 1,252
PDF files (1,144 AFHRA Mission Files) 2,079 1,930 149
Videos 51 48 3
Total Website Size- GB 22.1 16.5 5.6
Total Website Size- # Files 17,856 15,323 2,533
(Above file counts do not include 311 Carl Sgamboti Website files)

Website File Type

2020 2019

2020 Monthly 2019 Monthly

Website Usage Total Average Total Average
Unique Visitors 13,519 1,127 16,473 1,346
Number of Visits 62,066 5,172 37,891 2,985
Pages 133,507 11,126 109,566 8,639
Hits 342,170 28,514 394,131 32,773
Bandwidth - GB 166 14 200 16
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

Thank You

As always, we wish to Sincerely Thank all those who volunteer and contribute to the 416th.com website,
including but not limited to: Wayne and Doris Sayles, Chris and Mary Adams, Jane Enman, Rich Milhorn,
Kathe and Gary Rensner, Tom Rickels, Jim Roeder, Steve Roy, Carl Sgamboti, Jean SittahicRoss Stewart,and

Rick Prucha.
Revolution, but respectful of equality among citizens.
THE 416™ BG AND To that end, he pursued three visionary objectives:
1 Reconciling the French, exhausted by a
THE FRENCH LEGION OF decade of political instability and military
HONOR conflicts
1 Reuniting them around a common ideal:
The certificate honoring its recipient reads individual honor and national honor
PHonneur et Patrie OwU T | wO @uite Batiandl deU | 1 ¢ yniting the courage of military personnel
OEw+ &1 B O OCautheNationaldrdarsf the with the talents of civilians, as the strong
Legion of Honor ¢ 7' O OEOQE w" OUTGIB U a » symbol of a powerful and unified State.

world -renowned Order is the highest decoration in
France for military and civil merits . For two
centuries, it has been rewarding the outstanding
merits of citizens and designating them as models of
service to France

On July 15, 1804, the firstLégion d'Honneumwere
awarded in the Chapel of The Invalides with the
emperor personally bestowing the awards in a grand
military and religious ceremony. Along the first to be
honored were eighteen marshals, five cardinals and a

A Brief History . Prior to the French Revolution, number of scholars, scientists, writers and
the Order of St. Louis was the most popular honor in composers. By 1812, 1,400 civilians had been
the French kingdom. Louis XIV founded it in 1693 decorated. A few weeks later on, August 16, in a
and it was comprised of various ranks + grand solemn military ceremony held at Boulognesur-Mer,
crosses, commanders and chevalierqor knights) ¢ all the troops who were to embark for England and
of whom were Catholic officers of the royal army. were within sightof 07 1 wi 61 6az OwUi 6UI U
Louis XV instituted the Order of Military Merit for personally bestowed the new honor by Napoleon.

Protestant foreign officers serving in France.

After the Revolution , the royal orders of the
Kings were abolished. The Legion of Honor was
founded on May 19, 1802, by First Consul Napoleon
Bonaparte, in a hostile context. After lengthy
discussions at the Council of State, it was adopted by
56 votes for and 38 against by theTribunat, and 166
votes for and 110 against by theCorps Iégislatif
(legislative body). The new institution was part of the
extensive program to reorganize the State, along with
the Civil Code, the " OO U1 b (@uuificil 6f Btatd),
the Court of Auditors, the prefects and the grandes

écolegspecialized national elite schools). Napoléon Bonaparte, First Consul of the French Republic,
first presentation of theégions d'honneuin the Chapelof Les
Invalides, July 15, 1804.

Napoleon Bonaparte was aware of the nead to
restore a comprehensive system of rewards, inspired
by ancient honorific orders swept away by the
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

To spur the members of the Legion to even
greater efforts in the service of their country he
instituted four ranks in the Legion: knight, officer,
commander, and grand-officer. Later, as Emperor,
Napoleon added a fifth ra nk: ?Grand croix? (grand
cross), called "grand-eagle" during his reign. The
ranks of grand officer and grand cross are known as
dignitésgp? EDT Otbdayp i U2 A w

What the creation of the Légion d'Honneur
heralded was important. Instead of privileges,
exemptions, or remuneration as with the royal
orders, there was now recognition only of individual
merit, acquired by service and not transmitted by
birth. By honoring the different kinds of services
rendered to the country, this new order reflected the
ideals of the revolution.

At the turn of the twentieth century, there were
just under 45,000 French members of theLégion
d'Honneur. But everything changed with World War
I. By the countless sacrifices and ac$ of courage that
it generated, the 19141918 war compelled a change
in the award criteria of the Légion d'Honneur The
awards were further heightened by every new
conflict: World War Il, Indochina war and Algerian
war. By 1962, the Order had 320,000 membes.

In 1962,General Charles de Gaulle, as President
of France,undertook a major reform of the system of
national decorations in order to stop the growth of
the Order. (He thought the rapid growth the Order
undermined the prestige of the Legion of Honor .) He
reestablished the Légion d'honneuias the premiere
award for "eminent merit" ( mérites éminenjsrestoring
the Légion d'Honneurto its original concept as the
highest general military and civil order of merit.

Membership . While membership in the Legion
still is technically restricted to French nationals,
foreign nationals who have served France or the
ideals it upholds may receive the honor. Foreign
nationals who live in France are subject to the same
requirements as the French, but those foreign
nationals who live abroad may be awarded a
distinction of any rank or dignitésin the Legion.
American and British veterans who served in either
World War on French soil, or during at least one of
the 1944 campaigns to liberate France (Normandy,

2020
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Southern France,Northern France, and the
Ardennes), may be eligible for appointment as
Chevalier of the Legion of Honor, provided they
were still living when the honor was approved.

The Insignia . The insignia of the Legion of
Honor is a five -armed Maltese asterisk, topped by an
oak and laurel wreath. The central disc, enameled
white, is surrounded by oak and laurel branches.

On the obverse is depicted the effigy of the
Republic (head of Marianne) with the epigraph
"République francaisewp%U1 OET wll x UEODPE,

Reverse

dbverse

On the reverse, there are two tricolor flags and
OT1 wbOUEUDxUDPOOwGHonnélf et w. UEI
Patri¢' (Honor and Country ), and the date of its
creation, "29 Floreal Year X(19 May 1802).

The Legion of Honor and the 416 th Bomb
Group . The members of the 416thBG greatly
distinguished themselves in their 14 months of
combat operations in the European Theate of
Operations (ETO) having fought valiantly in seven
campaigns during 1944-1945:Air O ffensive, Europe;
Normandy; Northern France; Rhineland; Ardennes -
Alsace; Central Europe; and Air Combat European-
African -Middle Eastern (EAME) Theater. Three of
these meet the requirements of membership in the
Legion of Honor (Normandy, Northern France, an d
the Ardennes). Is there any wonder that the 416th
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UUUO0awoObYl EwOUUwWUT T w+1 T BOC T/Sgt. Roland Dullnig, 668th Squadron
"OoOuUoOuUuUa-y Cpl. Alberie Nadeau, 671st Squadron
1Lt. Bob Basnett, 671st Squadron

R Athe f rom SPGVEA ROy ; Please note that 1Lt. Dave Andrews, 671st .
CSBEI Ux U I_ Sl -U0.0U.IZ DASRIR A :Squadron, received his French Legion of Honor whl
you will find later in this newsletter] medal in 20109.
In 2020, | learned about the French Legion of
Honor Medal that our 416th Bomb Group veterans
are eligible to receive from the French Government.

This prestigious medal dates back to Napoleon

To learn more about the 416th Bomb Gioup and
the French Legion of Honor medal please go to:
https://416th.com/PhotoCollections/FrenchLegionOfHonor

Bonaparte and is awarded to WWII veterans that html

served in France i free France from Nazi Germany. If you know of a surviving 416th Bomb Group

It is an honor and privilege to have worked with the veteran, please contat me and | can assist you in
416thY 1 U1 Waini®es during the application applying for French Legion of Honor Medal. To
process to successfully bring about the award of the receive the medal, you must be alive when your
French Legion of Honor Medal for the following application is approved by the French Government.

416th Bomb Group veterans:

OUR 416th BG
LEGION OF HONOR AWARDEES

T/Sgt. Roland E. Dullnig
Crew Chief, 668th BS
[Honor awarded February 8, 202Q

Cpl. Alberie J. "Frenchie" Nadeau
Clerk, 671st BS
[Honor awarded March 6, 2027
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1Lt. Robert J. Basnett
Bombardier/ Navigator, 671st BS
[Honor awarded posthumously
September 29,2020]

hu+ U6 w' EUOOCE wW# 6 w? # 1
Pilot, 671st BS
[Honor awarded posthumously
December 18, 2019

—=OE =L IO

RECOLLECTIONS FROM OUR VETERAN FAMILIES
How My Parents Met

submitted by Roselyn Owens Thomas
daughter of veteran James Luther Owens, 1781st Ordnance Supply and Maintenance Companywho
served with the 416th in Wethersfield, England, and Melun, France

S OYi OET Uwt Owl Y1 Y O twpeidihg O aJlﬁrQeE ke GWEps,fiow Fountain, dNo”rr‘] Carolina,
anniversary, the second they celebrated together, whoweO U wE & W )wassesigned to the 1783t

after a half century apart, in Heaven. | posted their Ordnance Supply and Maintenance Company and

wedding photo, and a short explanation of why their servgd with the 416t from England, across the

wedding took place a day after it was originally Engll_sh Channel to Melun, where he met and

scheduled, on Facebook. A few days later, when back married my mother, to Laon.

OOWUOEPEOwWOI EPEOwW( wOOUDE] E wkhers drdksb tdaystotibaith Elbandd Oug aell U O O
the 41&h Bomb Group, which | began following last stories. Here are two of them.

al EUwNUUOwPI 1T OUWET Ul Uwbda uJOOlrlnI *lrngﬁaya%va)}:sHe%r?m?/lfavoﬁféfgwtglgw

moved to send the group a message about my father 5 WEI EUOPI UOwWadUA] wbOBEdwW U

and my search| aided greatly by my genealogist -her Prince Charming at a dance in a castle on her 20
daughter| UOQwi Ol Ui wOUUwe(gasnmheEUI IbLHth OlUI EOQwODI( L OdaBended 00T 1 |

W88
EEOUUwWI DUW66 ( (WUl UYDET 6 w3 IO'IIl\}&%)(L,Ja é\Jge\HaZs%HslllkJeTyggelébrgsléjﬁ:’ungw

offers of assistance have been amazing and generous The castle was a large home, Chateau Coubert, used
beyond description! We think maybe my father |
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as headquarters for the US military forces assigned to
Melun.

by our to life's As in this story...

5, 1945, was to have been her wedding day. Mclun, France. This beautiful only d
her mother’s blessing to marry her handsome American soldier and to make a new
) ) | in tbe‘Uniled States. Her ﬁanc_é. who was now stationed in Gcrmalfy. did not show at the ex
The dance was elth er th e Fnd ay befo re or th e morg:/:ef:::d word to explain why. Her friends were saying she’d been jilted. Her mother?
Friday after her 20" birthday, which fell on a Sunday

DOWRNKK O

Meanwhile, in Germany...this young American corporal’s unit had been placed on lockdown. No leave.
e story goes, he challenged his unit commander to a game of poker.
(Was it five card draw? Seven card stud? Bla ddy taught me to play all three. And told me the |
story during one or more of our games.) His prize? Leave. So that he might marry the love of his life.

Becluse Dnddy left us too soon, m) parents were never able to celebrate together their 25u or S0m
ies. But—on N ber 6, 2020 they are celebrating their 75w, reunited in Heaven.

”ﬂlppy anniversary, Mommy and Daddy, from your firstborn. Love you. Miss you. Glad you are
ther on this most special of occasions.

| «m&i |

When | was 13, Grandmaman Yvonne sent me
this postcard of the Mairie in Melun where my
parents civil wedding service was held. They were
also married in the rectory of the local Catholic
" OUET wOT EOwEEAS

The beautiful young woman and her Prince
Charming set their wedding date: November 5, 1945.
'UUOWEUwWDbOwOOUUwi EPUaAWUEOI
T OPUET wET I OUT wUOT T w?T ExxDOa

= S < —_—
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RECOLLECTIONS FROM OUR VETERAN FAMILIES

Furlough in Paris

submitted by Rich Milhorn
sonof41@6h Y1 Ul UEOQwhi+ U6 w&i OUUshBS? ! UE?2 w, DOT OUC

,awl EUT T UOwh+ U6 w& be®/edU a w? | TEenext to@hotddlade icons of Paris that most
with the 671st BS from October 1, 1944 through VVE everyone will recognize. Pictured on the left, the
Day. During that time, he piloted 40 combat Eiffel Tower and on the right, the Arc de Triomphe.
missions. The 416h then undertook training for the
Pacific Theatre. In August, 1945 he joined a flight
echelon that ferried fifteen A -26 aircraft home to
Hunter Field, Georgia. While in the air over the
Atlantic Ocean word was received via radio that
Japan had surrendered. The war was over and they
really were going home.

Lt. Milhorn and his buddies liked to furlough in
Paris. In his private photo collection (that | only
discovered in the years since his death in 2000) are

several photos from one of those furloughs in the Below, the photo on the left is a street scene with
Spring of 1945. The two photos below are of Lt. soldiers marching in formation and civilians out and
Milhorn on the left and an unidentified Pilot that about in their Parisian finery. The photo on the right
accompanied him. If any family member , or friend is an unidentifi ed official with an escort of what
recognizes the officer on the right please notify the appears to be a military motorcycle entourage.

newsletter editor. The photo on the left was :
EExUDPOOI EwOOwWUT 1 wEEEOOwW? 31 F1™H
OT T wOUOPT OUOWOO? Owdl UOwWUOOI
naked boy in the sculpture, | suppose. Both of these
photos were taken in the Trocadero Garden with the

Palais de Chaillot in the background.

Shortly after | found these photos, two
interrelated things happened. First, my wife and |
had planned a tour with Road Scholar to visit
Brittany, Normandy, and Paris in th e Fall of 2019.
I i e - O0wOOO0T wEl Ul UOwWPT POT wOUabmO
ey N . military history, | stumbled upon the 416.com
(Note: These photos have been cropped and reduced in size to\fjepsite and emailed a question about how to
the newsletter. For a better view please viith.comand ETEPxT 1 UWEW? +0EEPOT w+HUU> 8w

click on416th Veterans Photo Collections and then navigate  Rick Prucha were quick to respond and | was off to
tohu+ U8 w&l OUUA& w+ 8 wPiloty 674suB.f) +' . 1 4.C

th&Mces in what has become an ongoing research
project with no apparent end in sight! Our trip to
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France actually coincided with the 416th Bomb Gold Beach) and American troops (who had landed
Group reunion. So, we were over there touring the on Omaha Beach) as they converged on the city.
D-Day sites while many of you were gathered in
New Orleans to celebrate & remember the
achievements of the 416th Bomb Group during
WWII. | would now like to share a small bit of what
we saw and learned on our trip in October, 2019.

Normandy D -Day
Sites & Memorials

The first week of our tour was spent in Brittany
visiting several cities and sites that had severe WWII
stories to tell. From Quimper, to Vannes, to St. Malo
and many points in between our group of American
tourists were greeted with thankfulness and praise
for the efforts of the American military to liber ate
them from the Nazis. Upon leaving Brittany we
immediately began to explore WWII battlegrounds
and memorials as described below:

Here we see a big THANK YOU to the
paratroopers that jumped to help save them. And,
below, we see a British fighter plane, paratroopers,
and an American Jeep with two G.l.s standing by.

Port-en-Bessin

As we entered Normandy one of our first stops
was the small village of Port-en-Bessin, located near
Omaha Beach. When we arrived in mid-October,
2019 the store fronts were still decorated as they
were for the 75th D-Day remembrance in June.The
following three photos display their gratitude. |
especially like the first one because it appears to me

that the twin engine airplane is an American A -20,
complete with Invasion Stripes. Longuessur-Mer Battery

Stretched out along the coast of France, Norway,
a system of fortifications constructed by Nazi
Germany to guard against invasion by Great Britain
and its allies. Designed to be impenetrable, these
batteries were massive and the guns had a firing
range of up to 12 miles. There were four of these
long-range weapons at Longues-sur-Mer. Positioned
on a 200foot-high cliff, and located between Omaha
Beach and Gold Beach, they were used to fire on both
beaches during D-Day.

J
sl f/la/ma//(//p l

The next two photos also show the appreciation
of the shop owners and residents of this small fishing
village that was liberated on June 7, 1944 by a
combination of British fo rces (who had landed on
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Py relocated to the Normandy Ame rican Cemetery, just
= a short distance away. (Pardon the image quality,
please. It was photographed through a rain drenched
bus window.)

Shown above is a single batterywith the gun still
in place 75 years after it was last used on DDay. The
photo below shows three of the four gun batteries at
Longues-sur-Mer, a truly formidable sight.

’ e And, now, the infamous Omaha Beach. The first
§ photo is looking right from my vantage point and the
second photo is looking left. Nothing but a pure

sandy beach, nothing like it looked on D -Day with so
many men and so many casualties.

Omaha Beach

Our next stop was Omaha Beach. As we
approached in our tour bus, we passed by an intact
German pillbox (see below) located in the hillside
above a house.

' D] Nearby, overlooking Omaha Beach is a
ST ROOWPT WxEUUT EwEawli | wUBPOUMENS' Gheries Narmapeshay gng of
Ol UPEEOwW" 1 61 U1 Ua wbdwwnU E O EhousapdsiofNgliyerAmerigansgasere e V-5 w

after D-Day. Those buried here have since been Armed Forces. His story is one of bravery and
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heroism of the highest order. The next few
photographs attempt to highlight his
accomplishments. Mr. Shay is still alive. He is
approaching 96 years of age and lives within a few
miles of Omaha Beach. The first photograph is of a
stone monument in his honor that depicts a turtle
which is of special importance to him.

Pictured above are but a few of the thousands of
gravesites at the cemetery.

The Garden of the Missing, below, honors those
missing in action with a wall that lists name, rank,
military unit, and h ome State.

The second photograph is a plaque dedicated to
Mr. Shay adjacent to the Turtle Monument.

The next two images show the memorial &

reflecting pool, followed by a special wreath laying
EIl Ul O00awEOwWUT T wi 660 wWOIi wal i

Ol UPEEOwW8 OUUT wi1pUDOT wi UOGOwW
. people in the center of the photograph were on our
Normandy American Cemetery and tour. Each of their fathers landed on Omaha Beach on
Memorial D-Day, fought, survived, and came home after the
war.

Of all the things we saw and the sites we visited
on our tour through Normandy none was quite so
poignant as walking onto the grounds of the
Normandy American Cemetery that overlooks
Omaha Beach. Here, 9,387 American troops are
buried and another 1,557 listed as missng in action
are honored in the Garden of the Missing.
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5
OOV TELTFELTTE] (88 gy LT 17 TR S TR e aRif

Y

Pointe du Hoc

Next stop, Pointe du Hoc where U.S. Army
Rangers assaulted the Nazi gun battery on D-Day
and took control of it after two days of fighting.

| had asked our tour guide a day or two before
our visit to Pointe du Hoc if he knew about the
involvement of the 416th Bomb Group on D -Day and
beyond. He certainly did. As we were in the bus
headed for our next stop, he told me to look out the

. window. | | ooked out upon an open field of farmland
A monument dedicated to the Rangers stands oto.belo he au ldesa| d that was the
E0Ox wEw- EADWEDOO! Uwe Owoi | JEPATPEIM THE U1

EYEOE-hE wEOED
temporary airfield that was constructed within days
of the D-Day invasion to support Allied aircraft. The
416th B.G. used ths airfield on a limited basis as it
worked its way deeper into France.

The next two photos are of bomb craters created
by intense aerial attacks on Pointe du Hoc by allied
aircraft. The batteries, though damaged somewhat,
still stand today.
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Arromanches and the Mulberry Harbours

On to Arromanches where the British constructed

a temporary, portable harbor within days of the D -
Day invasion. These harbors (code name: Mulberry)
were prefabricated in England, shipped across the
English Channel and installed at a few locations on
the coast of France. They were used to transport
supplies to Allied troops until the permanent French
harbors could be liberated from German control.

The Caen Memorial Museum is packed with
artifacts, dioramas, photographs, and a walk -through
history from WWII to present times. As you enter the
lobby you are greeted by a British Hawker Typhoon
fighter suspended from the ceiling.

Photo of the beach at Arromanches with
remnants of the Mulberry Harbour, both on the
beach and out in the water. Pictured below is the D-
Day Museum at Arromanches.

. < 5 /
B NG ﬁc“’
> Accusll / Tickets (6 e cofis { e Sl § e Jf
U g S mc R

]‘EE' d

As we departed the museum all the flags of the
Allied Forces were flying gloriously in the afternoon
sun. What a great way to end our tour of Normandy.
And, a great way to end this story!

Caen Memorial Museum

Our last stop of the tour was the Caen Memorial
Museum. As we traveled away from the beaches on
our way to Caen,we encountered a roundabout with
a familiar name and face, the Rond-Point Eisenhower
(see below). General Dwight D. Eisenhower was
Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces. He is still
revered in France to this day.

COE=OEE CO=SXOTCD P ———
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CONNECTIONS AND A SHARED MISSION

submitted by Kathe Rensner in Collaboration with Joseph Wilds
Kathe is the niece of veteran 1Lt. Francis W De Mand,Pilot in the 671st BS (KIA 1944)
Joseph is the grandson of $Sgt Harley J Wilds Sr., Gunner, 671st BS, (MIA, POW, RMC, RTD)

31 PUwal EUzZUwxEQE]I OPEwWOEEI
tech-savvy as we relied on our cellphones and emails
to keep us connected with our families and friends. |
Ol YI UwU0T OUT T OwUOT E0w( z EWET E
in texting and emailing people! Such was the case
though, when | received an email from Joseph Wilds
with pictures of his grandfather, S/Sgt.Harley J.
Wilds , who served with the 671st BS.Joseph is one of
our newer members of the Friends of the 416th Bomb
Group; in fact, he had first received a newsletter from
the Friends in 2019. Joseph sent his first email to me
earlier this year and the first set of photos he shared
were of his grandfather and his grandmother,
Josephine.

S/Sgt. Wilds, Patriot, Gunner, and POW. One
photo of S/Sgt.Wilds, who enlisted in 1942, shows a
proud American in his Army Air Corps uniform .

1Lt. Robert York(middle}s/Sgt.Lewis Ashton(left), and
S/Sgt.Harley Wilds(right)

Included among those first photos, were pictures
of the German POW camp Stalag Luft IV where |
learned S/Sgt.Wilds was imprisoned during the war.

A Very Brief German Language Lesson

Dulag -Luft ¢ in German, Dulag is a contraction of

the word durchgangslage U w? UUEOUDP U WE E O x
translation is Durchgang= passage(way) andLager=
German, Luft D U w? E B U2 A wit2vésGhe: tradsd E 1
camp for captured Air For ce personnel. Dulag-Luft

had 3 sections: a hospital at Hohemark, an

interrogation center at Oberursel, and a transit camp

at Wetzlar.

Fe

J Wilds Stalag ¢ in German, Stalag is a shortened form of the
He spent many months training and serving in word Stammlagerwhich itself is another, shorter

the 411th BG, a Replacement Training Unit based in Word for Krie.gsg.ednggneri\/lannschaftsstammIag¢a

South Carolina, before transferring to the 416 BG, literal translation is Krieg= war, gefangener

671st BS in May, 1944along with Pilot 1Lt. Robert ~ Captured/prisoner, Mannschaft crew, Stamm= cadre,
York and gunner S/Sgt.Lewis Ashton. and Lagera WEE Ox QwUOwW? xUBUOOI UUwc

StalagLuft & wUT | WEEOYI wi OUw?20EOQE
Combining the words togeti 1 UwOl EQUw? x UP U

war camp for captured Air Force personnel ? 0

Harley and Josephine Harley
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When Luft occurs in the titles, as in Dulag-Luft and
Stalag Luft IV, the camps are run exclusively by
Luftwaffepersonnel [Luft = air, Waffe= weapon, so

PEPUwWPI Ex 002 wOU untast,Bhe 8i&eQ E |

were run by the German Army for captured Allied
personnel who were not Air Force.

Joseph sent me a copy of the DulagLuft POW
record card for his grandfather. The Dulag -Luft were
transit points located throughout Germany that were
the first to receive and process captured Allied Air
Force personnel

l I l l l I | l |1olnllzl|3h4|xs|1eln||slmlzo|21l22l \24l l

Befdifeung bex Eeleanungimgale

‘Ber]‘onalkaﬂe II: Wirtjdaftlide Angaben b o7 b
ﬁnegsgefmgmmluger Dulag=Luft | StalagIXC
Same: ... ¥ L1 a8 Dieagrad: e SLOB SRS L L

Borname: Harley. Jﬂres Qivilberj: . Benfedr: .

Gcbn!ﬁhxgunb o MAAb Columbics..... | Gubd bex Aeteiifisinteit e L2594 D
~USA S eingeliefert ins Dulag am: . 2,20 3924

a) Private Seldmittel
Dem friegrgeiamgenen | yofetungen SR oies, | e, tnertennungéverinest
s InBatais Ak B & \A| Aa 1R vex Qeblacifer tet Re-Oef

Des
Striegsgefangenen

i

b) Ab Tertgegenitiinde
Dahu Rihere Beyeidymung

Hujbemabrente Ctelle it Datunt der Sablimeifterei | bed ReoGief

R R Wenden!

Dulag-Luft whereS/Sgt.Wilds was processed as a
Prisoner of War.

From the Dulag-Luft, S/Sgt.Wilds was
transferred to Stalag IX-C located near the town of
Bad Sulza in central Germany, between Erfurt and
Leipzig. Under the administration of Stalag IX -C was
a large hospital called Reservd.azaret 1XC(a)in the
town of Obermalf¥feld southwest of Erf urt, where
S/Sgt.Wilds may have beentreated for his injuries.
He was interrogated by the German Luftwaffe
officers and eventually transferred to Stalag Luft IV
where he remained until he was liberated in May,
1944. The map below shows the locations on hs
POW journey.

2020
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Map of Germany during the Washowing Wilds POW
journey from when he was captured (nddich, where
6 DPOEUZ wx OE Ol fartef) tbustalagd GHUNE(fArD
right)

The stark black and white photos | saw of the
prison camp showed prisoners existing in horrific
conditions. In fact, when | searched for more
information on Stalag Luft IV on the Internet, |
discovered that conditions were indeed very poor ;
open latrines, no wash-up facilities, scarce blankets,
unheated wooden barracks, and poor food were
among an ever-growing list of complaints. The camp
opened in 1939 and was one of the largest Stalags in
Germany. In May, 1944, the camp was opened for
American POWSs. The International Red Cross
inspected the camp in October, 1944 noting the
general condition of the camp was bad and citing it
held 8,255 prisonerst of which 7,089 were American
t more than twice too many inmates as it could hold .

Pa g2e8



Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

Stalag Luft i
1944 $ 1945

MAP OF STALAG LUFT IV
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Another View ofStalag Luft IV. (notice Guard Tower, right)
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A STLAG LUFT

Shis drawing ie fros besk Barded Boredos by Chas. Janis and tae 4
12 you Lart surs over the yenra,and ALl iAfo 40 Znd hasd, Leonard ©. Ros

811 barracks in Lager 3-C-D vere 3 feot off thu grownd and leger A were built on & crav space.

STALAG LUFT IV

(Enlisted Airmen )

Location; Pin Point 54% N, by 16 % E on the globe. The camp is between
Grosstychow, Pomerania and the railroad station of Kiefheide, 20 kilometers
southeast of Bergard.

Description; Camp opened to Americans on may 12, 1944, this new camp was
one quarter completed with capacity to house 6,400 pows, by January, 1945 there

were 10,000+, These were wooden barracks and the ventilation system was Coming into the Vorlager at Stalag Luft IV

Coming into the Vorlager at Stalag Luft IV.
area for such things as the infirmary, food and clothing storeroo
guard quarters, anddministration buildings.
[Notice the German Shepherd dogs.]
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After the war, S/Sgt.Wilds enlisted in the Air

Force where he remained until his retirement in 1964.
He passed away in 1969, leaving boxes of his military

records for his family to keep. He received the
Prisoner of War Medal posthumously in 2013.

Connection ¢ A SharedHistory and Mission . |

S/Sgt.Wilds was in Box2/Flight Ill/Plane 2 with
Pilot 1Lt. Robert York and fellow gunner S/Sgt.Lewis
Ashton. Their plane was seen at the target, diving
and losing altitude. The third plane, Box 2/Flight
lll/Plane 4 Piloted by 1Lt. R.C. Morehouse with S/Sgt.
L.A. Ziegel and S/Sgt.A.J. Burgess as gunners, did

the same maneuver, diving and losing altitude over

the target. No parachutes were seen coming from

Planes 2 and 4 however, it appears S/Sgt.Wilds was

able to land safely on the ground only to be captured
becoming a POW, the same as happened t&/Sqt.

, PEEOT UOOwWPOwOawUOEOI zUwWEUI

made the first of several immediate connections with
Joseph and his grandfather. | discovered that we had
a significant date in common: September 29, 1944. On
that day, the 671st BS flewtwo missions out of

Melun, France, targeting marshalling yards located in
Germany. Mission 148 flew in the morning and

targeted the Bitburg Warehouse and Marshalling
Yards; Mission 149 flew in afternoon targeting the
Julich Marshalling Yards to destroy the stockpile of

The 416th flew in 16 missions during the month
of September, 1944 Mission 149 was the last mission
of the month and the end of aday in which five

equipment and materiel meant to shore up the

L X A A 2N

crews were lost. In his book, Attack Bombers We Need

family and mine share Mission 149 in common.

A a2 s oA £

Both S/Sgt.Wilds and my uncle, 1Lt. Francis W.

De Mand, flew in Mission 149. The Loading List for crews were lost? 6

that mission shows two Boxes with three Flight e e R,
Groups of six planes each. My uncle was the Flight —iF 2
Leader for Box 2/Flight Ill and flew in Plane 1 His L o4 4 19 o
. . II;F:!IJ g.mg.?m LT a.i:.'amum
crew included two gunners, S/Sgt.Clyde Middleton ﬁﬁ;n::_lrzgm T
and S/Sgt.Rueben Troyer, and Bombardier/ ] : g nome o R
. . 2, 1EB DLW, s
Navigator, 1LE. A|V\‘III‘A1 B\urps. UAnfor_t_u‘nater, hggvy o '-‘kﬁ?if';ﬁ’;'"ﬂu v L L1, TAIAE
flak overthe UEUI | UWOEEIl wEwEDBUI EU el g 6. M o
i i illi i B A Lap /s, TR, NELOROI
!olane and its gasoline tank exploded killing him ﬂ‘&"“’ KT 4, L1 XmomlK
instantly. Burns and Troyer were MIA and declared e T
dead. S/Sgt.Middleton parachuted safely to the S iy 4oL
ground, but was captured shortly thereafter and g b oy By s
%. dod. KIEPkA
became a POW. A L
; G T ‘ oY ; LT AE NEMUN - ”&. ALK, bOHODH
Aotls . 16000 amgds B/60%, AD, OANRLTT o+ RoM, LU
! R RS B80T 7.0, IOUNG bl T
. e s.ome W ' LT DL, NITHINOTON
: R, Avagit 2 Fa ¥, AN EEREOR war, O,F, Hisd
o o : . BT, RN, GRISWOLD #97. LD, NOEHATTAN
s1e + R 3 .F 50 - :’fm; F.E. COULOMBE Lo I
l ) @Z”WQ 1. 784 A 4 B [
> - - DEMAN, R, G, REHUUBE
’_,_/.—w—’/ﬁ i i i L MiNEs &t l}‘ Y pYor A
T : ; 80T, M.J, TROYER q{'ﬁ AJ, BURGESS
] "‘—M : A %m. C.W. WIDCLETON
{ 2 185 K 5. 961 o’
} LT R.W, YDEE L? A, AEMIBZGwaKI
| e g g (et Tl e, ] Pt & iy oA
mSi SpRisr = gRR. el - e 5 iy 4 3
' e $AR 0. Miius Lt 1.0, sama
| “ T ) . [ GFL R.d. JOHNSOR
; x Tl g . WERLEY E. R CFL-A.B. EATOR
2 S s ] v ol
: l ot e o TR LT J?Es!ﬁ’
- X - Mosing m . r
etk { o ¥ e : L. LEAHTOR

Route Map of Mission 149 Showin§eparation oBoxesl and : 416th BG Mission 149 Loading List, Box 2
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Incidentally and as a side note, 1Lt. Dave Francis preventing me from learning more about my
Andrews, who passed away in July 2019, Piloted Box  uncle, who died before | was born. | owe a great debt
2/Flight Ill, Plane 3 on the same Mission and of gratitude to the late Mr. Conte because he taught

returned safely to base. | got to know Dave Andrews me about the 416th BG, showed me records of my
through the 416th reunions. More about him and our UOEOI zUwUIT UYPET wbOws$ 61 OECE w

encounter later. introduced me to the 416th website to learn even
As another side note, 1Lt. Dan Eastman, who more.
passed away this past January (see outn Memoriam He also introduced me to Dave Andrews who
section at the end of this newsletter), pilot ed Box was thePilot DO w! OB wl ¥ %ODT T Uw( ( ( ¥/
2/Flight lll/Plane 6 on that same Mission also. He, wingmanon , PUUDOOwWhKNS w' | wbbDUOI
too, returned safely to base. | was able to connect plane exploding, seeing my uncle cover his face with
with his family earlier this year as well. It seems Box his arms just seconds before the plane engulfed in
2/Flight Ill and | have a lot in common. flames while losing altitude. His tender recalling of

my uncle slumping over as his plane was taking a
w girect hit h as forged a strong bond and friendship
between my family and the Andrews family.

Connections ¢ On the Home Front. At home, both
) OUI xT z Uwl U E Oikebdddivied tHe sané® E
tragic news at nearly the same time. According to _ _
Joseph, he remenbers his grandmother (Josephine) Ama;mgly, Dave Andrews.had Wltne§sed the
telling him she thought S/Sgt.Wilds had been kiled ~ démise of all three planes in Box 2/Flight Ill on
POWEEDDOOS W) OUI xi wUEDE ow? VYA {2 SPEHRYT A I PSS B w
great grandparents were at home when the military fateful day + a remarkable co.nnecior?.lndeed _
car drove up. My grandmother said that she passed between the Andrews and Wilds families and mine.

out, and my great grandparents were attending to Connections ¢ The Friends of the 416th BG

her as the Chaplain and military driver stepped up to Family . When he contacted me earlier this year,

the door. They saw what was happening and began Joseph hadbegun searching out more of his

assisting, too? Blonths later, the family found out TUEOET EUIT 1 Uz Uw@rbsebdidds ofa wUIl UY
that S/Sgt.Wilds had been captured and taken military recor ds he left behind when he passed away
prisoner. in 1969, including information about his time with

Formyi EODPOaowll Ei YD 6T woi MGEPH USRI BAHE HEYT LD
passing was an exceedingly painful day and a hard tfe\caAm(\e aNpart, Of the\F”e[‘qS of“the 4,16ﬂ1 fagm\lly~arl?d, s
pill to swallow for my grandmother. After that day, El _I EOwUl EUBOI w_l bUwl U E OBl EUI
my grandmother rarely spoke about my Uncle he did, | was able to connect. with somepne with
Francis other than the time she visited his grave site whom | shared common feelings and history. The

at the Netherlands American Cemetery in Margraten, conlnectloorll 'r;gfe between ht:SI granv?/fat:er ?nﬁjmy
Netherlands shortly after the war. uncle made 76 years ago while at Wethersfield,

England, and Melun, France, has now connected

1 00T w) OUT xT z Uwi EODOa wE O Eyydah@id W thrblighRiktéryaHd nemda/ by O w

of loss connecting us emotionally and connecting us believe the Friends of the 416th Bomb Groupand our

to the 416th BG family in an even stronger way. newsletter was an important catalyst in that
Connections ¢ Living Histories with Memories to ~ Féconnection.

Tell. Both Joseph and | have discovered that another The Friends of the 416th BG has one missionTo

family from the 416th BG shares the story of Mission keep memories alive by perpetuating the

149.At my first 416th BG Reunion in 2014 in accomplishments and heritage of the 416th Bomb

Indianapolis, Indiana, | met several veterans, Group for present and future generations. Certainly,

including Ralph Conte, who knew my uncle Franc is.  the connection between Joseph Wilds and the Friends

During a discussion with Ralph, | told him about my of the 416th BG has kept the memory alive of his

TUEOGEOOUIT T UzUwUI UPET OEl wUOOWUEOOQWEEOUUwWOAa w4 OEOQT w
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grandfather and his service during WWII. It is not Recommended Links to Learn More:
often that we as Friends can takepart in honoring the https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stalag_bC
sacrifices of our beloved 416th Veterans such as those
Harley Wilds made. | wish that | could have met him
face-to-face and shaken his hand to thank him.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dulag_Luft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stalag_Luft_IV
https://www.b24.net/powStalag4.htm

Kathe Rensner
in collaboration with Joseph Wilds https://www.416th.com/missions/mission149.html

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

—cmte oS S OE—

AS TIME -+ GOES BY.

December 14, 2020
To the Friends of the 416th Bomb Group,

Steve Roy, Son of Roger Roy, 671st Squadron; Ross Stewart, Curator, Wethersfield Airfield Museum; and
Dr. Vernon Williams, Military Historian have put together a plan to visit England in May/June 2021 that will
center on the Wethersfield Airfield Museum at the old 416th airbase and other places where the air war
unfolded during WWII in East Anglia. This is an opportunity of a life time.

The tour will include six days in England and two travel days | eight days in all (May 26 through June 2,
2021) To eliminate a tour company and extra expenses, everyone on the tour will pay as you go for their own
airfare, train, meals, and hotel. The group will share the cost of a van that Vernon will rent in Braintree and
drive for the group. We will split the cost of the va n and gas so we can make the trip as inexpensive as possible
with no middle man expenses. Having the van will make our visit more flexible, able to go anywhere at
anytime, especially locally.

We will be on hand at the Cambridge American Cemetery for the Me morial Day (May 31) ceremony and
wreath laying observance. This will be a special day for all of us.

The daily sheets that follow include a plan for each day of the tour, including the travel days. Click for
Information on Friends of the 416th Bomb Group Tour to WWII England, May 26 ¢ June 2, 2021.

Uwpi wOEOI wUT 1T wOOUUzUwi POEOWEUUEOT | Ol OUUOWEENUUUOI C
packet that will be issued to each family who signs up for the tour. In light of the COVID -19 pandemic we are
uncertain as of this writing whether we will be able to safely conduct this tour. As an aggressive vaccination
program has started in the United Kingdom. Our vaccination pro -gram in the United States is not far behind.

We will know more in the February/Ma rch timeframe whether we can safely conduct this tour. Please look
over the individual day plans for the tour and consider if you will join us on this extraordinary odyssey. Please
let us know of your interest by February 1, 2021 You can contact Steve Royby sending an email to
stevenroyl@comcast.net
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Friends of the 416th Bomb Group

Click on this link for Information on Friends of the 416th Bomb Group Tour to WWII England,
May 26 ¢ June 2, 2021https://416th.com/Friends/2021_416thBG_EnglandTour.html

Sincerely,
Steve Roy (call 425.344.3926 if you have questions)
Ross Stewart

Dr. Vernon Williams

#. - z3uw, (2 2Z7TQBR GPPARTUNITY!
A QUICK LOOK AT THE WETHERSFIELD AIRFIELD MUSEUM
37T 1T wKht UT w! GwbpEUwWI PUUUWUUEUDPOOTI EwEUOw6E1 UT T UUI BI OEWEU
take us to the Wethersfield Airfield Museum (see the itinerary for Day 2 following this article). A cornucopia of
visual and oral histoUa wEPEPUUwWUUB w) UUU0wUOwWPT T OwadUUwbi PUUOT WwEDE
Stewart has posted a video on Youtube giving us a glimpse of the treasures stored there. You can view the

video for yourself at https://youtu.be/rmutm7vV1Ic® w' T Ul wEUT wUOOT woOl wUOIl T wUPT T UU wa
Museum:

YOUW. - z3 w6 - - w, (ONEW3 "' ( 2
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