
 

     

WHAT A WONDERFUL TIME 
WE HAD IN 2019! 

 

416th Veteran Roland Dullnig and 416th Veteran Widows 
Bobbie Kinney (l) and Mickie Weinert (r) 
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A hearty welcome from the Friends of the 416th 
Bomb Group! As part of the 416th Bomb Group 
organization we are dedicated to reunion planning 
and furthering the education of all our 416th family. 
Now, with this year's newsletter, we are also taking on 
the responsibilities of publishing this annual 
newsletter. We owe a great deal of gratitude and 
thanks to Wayne and Doris Sayles for ensuring the 
annual newsletter was published these past four years 
while they simultaneously supported all of their 
activities at the 416th Archive. 

So who are the Friends of the 416th Bomb Group? 
Our eclectic group is comprised of the families of the 
416th Bomb Group Veterans, historians interested in 
the 416th Bomb Group, curator and staff of the 
Wethersfield Airfield Museum in England, authors 
who have written books about the 416th and others 
curious about World War II and United States aviation 
history. It is from your participation in the Friends of 
the 416th that our mission statement –  

Keeping memories alive by perpetuating the 
accomplishments and heritage of the 416th Bomb 
Group for present and future generations” 

will continue to be actively represented as we plan 
and attend reunions, visit the 416th website, network 
with each other and walk through World War II 
history in the footsteps of the Greatest Generation. 

With the number of survivors and spouses 
diminishing, we were very fortunate this year to have 
Roland Dullnig representing the 668th Squadron. 
Stephanie Andrews, granddaughter of Dave 
Andrews, hosted the 2019 reunion in New Orleans. 
She was assisted by the Friends of the 416th Bomb 
Group Reunion Committee in organizing and 
managing the reunion. This was the first year that the 

Friends volunteered their help and expertise to a 
reunion host, and the first year a reunion was held in 
a city where the host did not live! 

Our theme for 2019 was, “Wreaking Havoc in New 
Orleans”, and just like the A-20 Havoc airplane, the 
416th left its mark on NOLA. We had a wonderful 
time in the Crescent City, catching the sights, tasting 
the incredible food and meeting some of friendliest 
people some of us had ever met. Southern hospitality 
at its best! Please read the reunion summary for more 
information about this memorable reunion. 

If you are touched by the comments shared by our 
416th family (see our “Keeping in Touch” section at 
the end of this newsletter) and would like to share 
your own in future newsletters, please let me know. 
Also, if you have an article, news, information, or 
announcements you’d like to submit for future 
newsletters please get in touch. We don't want to lose 
contact with anyone in our 416th family. As has been 
said before, these newsletters are a great way to 
connect with someone new, keep up with old friends, 
or to reminisce about experiences gone by. Contact me 
at rensner@swcp.com. 

 

Kathe Rensner 

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Another year has come and gone. We sadly bid farewell and God Speed to Joe Meagher, Dave Andrews and 

Bob Kehres this year—three of our beloved friends and stalwart reunion pals. 

Capt. Joseph Francis Meagher 
December 25, 1920 - April 6, 2019 

 
read more about Joe’s life at the 416th website: 
http://416th.com/Obits/668-MeagherJoseph_Obit.html

1Lt. Harold David Andrews, Jr. 
December 30, 1922 - July 9, 2019 

 
read more about Dave’s life at the 416th website: 
http://www.416th.com/Obits/671-
AndrewsDave_Obit.html 

Capt. Robert James Kehres  
December 19, 1915 - July 11, 2019 

 
read more about Bob’s life at the 416th website: 
http://416th.com/Obits/670-KehresRobert_Obit.html 
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News from the 416th Archive 
Wayne and Doris Sayles 

 
The 416th Archive was conceived at the 2009 

Reunion in Branson, Missouri. Joanne Tripp, the wife 
of 669th Major Bill Tripp, had expressed concerns 
about the preservation of records, photos and 
memorabilia of deceased veterans. Most museums 
were reluctant to accession these objects because of the 
sheer mass of material then becoming available and 
the lack of personnel to process it. As an interim 
measure, Wayne and Doris Sayles volunteered to 
store and protect these objects until a solution became 
apparent. Shortly after that reunion, a Depression Era 
limestone building of the WPA program was offered 
for sale to the public in Gainesville, Missouri. This 
building, built in 1935, initially served as a 
distribution point for food and services to those in 
need during those hard years. Later it served as a 
community library and for many years was the City 

Hall, Police, and Fire Station for the small Ozark 
community of Gainesville. It was purchased by 
Wayne and Doris, restored, and dedicated by 416th 
Veterans in 2012 as the official home of the 416th 
Archive. The veterans and family gathered at the 
Archive in 2013 and 2016 for their annual reunion.  

The Archive was recognized by the State of 
Missouri as a Non-Profit organization on 19 March 
2012 and by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) 
organization effective that same date. The Archive 
website 416th.com actually predates the institution 
itself, having been established in 2006 as an 
informational resource. With the acceptance of 416th 
veterans, this web site became the main source of 
information about the Group. Today, it is an 
unparalleled tribute to those who have for years gone 
unrecognized for the spectacular job they did in the 
European theater of WWII. As these dashing and 
daring airmen, and the hard working men on the 
ground who kept them flying, pass away before our 
eyes it is only fitting that they are finally in the 
limelight. This is due in large part to the loving 
dedication of their offspring and to the legacy that 
they leave behind. Preserving that legacy for the next 
generation is the mission of the 416th Archive. 

 
 

Special 2020 Reunion Announcement! 
We are very excited to announce the 2020 reunion of the Friends of the 416th Bomb Group will be held at the 

Hampton Inn in Windsor Locks, CT from October 14-October 17, 2020. This special reunion will celebrate the 
restoration of one of the planes flown by the 416th Bomb Group, the “Reida Rae”, permanently on display at the 
New England Air Museum (NEAM). 
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The “Reida Rae”, maintained and flown by the 416th BG, on permanent display at NEAM 

The reunion will bring members of the New England Air Museum restoration crew together with the Friends 
of the 416th Bomb Group for the first time since 2012. More information, including the registration form, will be 
emailed in April 2020—plenty of time for planning travel to beautiful Connecticut during the colorful autumn 
season. 

Reunion dates are shortened this year; we don’t have an extra “free day” as in the past. However, we will 
have some rooms before reunion starts (Monday/Tuesday) also after the reunion (Sat/Sun) at the reunion pricing. 

 

AMERICAN ROLL OF HONOR 
St. Paul’s Cathedral (London) 

by Steven Roy 
In May 2018, my wife, Pat Wymond, and I visited 

Great Britain which included visiting RAF 
Wethersfield Airfield Museum, the base, and 
surrounding villages. We also attended the Memorial 
Day Ceremony at the Cambridge American Cemetery 
(near Cambridge, England). 

At that time, we walked along the Wall of the 
Missing and found the 7 MIA/KIA veterans names 
from the 416th Bomb Group that are inscribed on the 
Wall of the Missing. The 7 veterans are: 

S/Sgt. Glenn J. Bender 
669th Sq.    April 10, 1944 

S/Sgt. Jack O. Nielsen 
669th Sq.    April 10, 1944 

2Lt. Arthur A. Raines Jr. 
669th Sq. .   April 10, 1944 

1Lt. William Edward Cramsie 
671st Sq.    April 10, 1944 

S/Sgt. Charles R. Henshaw 
671st Sq.    April 10, 1944 

S/Sgt. Jack Steward 
671st Sq.    April 10, 1944 

1Lt. Raymond K. Cruze 
668th Sq.    July 18, 1944 

It was a beautiful ceremony conducted by the 
American Battle Monuments Commission and 
culminated in a wreath laying ceremony. I placed a 
wreath on behalf of the 416th Bomb Group 
Association to honor our 416th veterans who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 
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Our Great Britain visit ended in London. We took 
a tour of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Inside the Cathedral is a 
Chapel that was built after WWII to honor those 
Americans who died during the war. This American 
Memorial Chapel also contains a two volume set 
called the American Roll of Honor which has 
inscribed within, the names of those WWII veterans 
that served in England and were MIA/KIA. I looked at 
the American Roll of Honor focusing on the 7 
MIA/KIA veterans from the 416th Bomb Group. I 
found only one veteran’s name. His name is 
1Lt. Raymond K. Cruze. The other 6 were not there. 

Upon our return to the States, I followed up first 
by trying to contact the U. S, Embassy in London. I 
sent emails, I called and left messages, but received no 
response. I next tried contacting St. Paul’s Cathedral. I 
sent emails, I called, but received no response. 

For the next 17 months I worked to get the six veterans 
names inscribed in the American Roll of Honor. There 
were many ups and downs. I even contacted 

Congressman Rick Larsen for assistance. I made a 
slide show presentation at the 2018 Reunion of the 
416th BG (which can be found on the 416th BG website 
at: 

https://416th.com/Reunions/2018Reunion/SteveRoy-
2018Abilene_Op.pdf 

Two volume American Roll of Honor and their inscription 
which has recorded within, the names of those WWII veterans 

that served in England and were killed in action. 
At the 2019 Reunion of the 416th BG, I learned and 

announced during the business meeting that names of 
the 6 MIA/KIA Veterans from the 416th BG at last had 
been inscribed in the American Roll of Honor. For the 
full story please go to the 416th BG website at: 

http://www.416th.com/Memorials/StPaulsCathedral_Roll
OfHonor.html 

 

Steve Roy and Ross Stewart with memorial wreaths for the 
416th veterans who paid the ultimate price 
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What a Wonderful Time We Had in New Orleans 
at Our 416th Bomb Group Reunion! 

2019 Reunion Summary 
Stephanie Andrews and Kathe Rensner 

 
From the “Greatest Generation”, one of the 416th 

Bomb Group veterans, Roland Dullnig, Crew Chief of 
the 668th Squadron and his family, as well as two 
widows of 416th veterans attended this year’s 
reunion. It was so wonderful to see Bobbie Kinney and 
Mickie Weinert and their families.  

The 2019 416th Bomb Group Reunion was 
headquartered at the Holiday Inn Downtown 
Superdome in New Orleans, Louisiana with over 50 
attendees. The event was graciously hosted by 
Stephanie Andrews—Stephanie is the granddaughter 
of 671st B.S. pilot 1Lt. Harold "Dave" Andrews who 
passed away earlier this year. His son David 
Andrews, and Sandra Linton aided in hotel 
arrangements and taught us all how to Uber. This year 
we were blessed to have a Reunion Committee with 
Kathe and Gary Rensner and Mary and Chris Adams 
who were instrumental in making it possible for us to 
"Wreak Havoc on New Orleans". 

Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome in NOLA 

Scheduled events included visiting the National 
WWII Museum, watching the D-Day Movie, "Beyond 
All Boundaries”, enjoying the “Victory Belles” 
Luncheon Canteen Show on Wednesday, the Business 
meeting Friday morning and closing with our 
traditional photos and Banquet Dinner on Friday 

night. The weather was perfect—no hurricane 
warnings! 

Reunion attendees included veteran’s sons, 
daughters, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and other 
extended family members, along with many others 
who have strong bonds to the 416th Bomb Group. The 
Reunion HQ was in the Hospitality (Bayou) Room at 
the Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome. The 
Hospitality Room was busy nearly every waking 
minute of the Reunion, except during the Museum 
tour. 

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 

The Hospitality Room opened in the afternoon 
stocked with plenty of sodas and snacks. Stephanie 
Andrews, our hostess, aided by Doris and Wayne 
Sayles, Chris and Mary Adams set up display tables 
complete with photos and 416th memorabilia. Many 
other attendees brought memorabilia to share which 
spurred memories and stories. 

Wayne also set up several tripods that held 6 feet 
by 2 feet posters featuring 416th Bomb Group photos, 
donated to the 416th Archive by Dr. Vernon L. 
Williams, retired Professor from Abilene Christian 
University. As weary travelers picked up their 
registration packets, that special kind of fellowship 
the 416th family has always had played into the late 
evening. We enjoyed pizza and salad, exchanged 
news about each other and turned in for the evening 
excited about the next day, the National World War II 
Museum. 
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Sara Downing and Jonathan Wall admiring one of the tripod 
posters featuring the 416th BG on display in the Hospitality 

Room donated by 
Dr. Vernon Williams 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019 

After a hearty breakfast 
buffet served in the 
Hospitality Room, we 
gathered to walk or ride to 
the National World War II 
Museum located a few 
blocks from the hotel. After 
we got our tickets, the group 
split up for a couple of hours 
before meeting for a film and lunch. The Museum is 
very large and its displays ranged from “riding” on a 
troop rail car where passengers could connect with a 
serviceman or woman (via DogTagExperience.org) and 
then “follow” their footsteps throughout the war as 
they had done by mapping their experiences at the 
various displays found in the museum. It was a 
unique way to personalize the war’s events seen from 
the perspective of one who had been there. 

We met in the Solomon Victory Theater for the 
film, Beyond All Boundaries, narrated by Tom Hanks. 
We experienced in 4D, the epic story of World War II 
and those Americans who fought so bravely for 
freedom. 

The film was so powerful, some of us lingered 
behind afterwards to comfort each other before 
joining our group at BB’s Stage Door Canteen for a 
delicious luncheon buffet. While enjoying dessert and 
perhaps coffee, the stage lit up and the lovely “Victory 

Belles”, a talented trio of women costumed in 1940’s 
apparel, entertained us with songs, dancing and 
laughs. 

“Victory Belles” with the Songs That Won the War at 
BB’s Stage Door Canteen 

At one point, the ladies roamed the audience while 
singing and dancing with the WWII veterans present 
(there were 11 in attendance at the museum that day). 
All three vocalists found men from our group, 
including veteran Roland Dullnig, to sing for, dance 
with, and plant a big red kiss on their foreheads! 

One of the “Victory Belles” dances with 416th Veteran 
Roland Dullnig. 

After the show, our group met with the “Victory 
Belles” for autographs and chit chat. 
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The “Victory Belles” made quite an impression on our 
members(with red lipstick kisses on their foreheads!). L-R: 

James Duncan, Roland Dullnig, and Jeff Strickland 

The rest of the day was on our own; some stayed 
on at the Museum and visited adjacent venues for 
specific interests including the Campaigns of 
Courage: European and Pacific Theaters where one 
could follow the footsteps of those who participated 
in several key events during the war. 

There was so much to see and as the sun began to 
set, most of us wandered back to the hotel for rest 
before dinner. Food is king in New Orleans; the Cajun 
and Creole cooking, French beignets, coffee with 
chicory, deliciously sweet pralines and bountiful 
feasts of fresh seafoods all tempted us as some 
ventured out to taste the cuisine and enjoy the sounds 
of jazz spilling out on the streets. Eventually though, 
most would wander back to the comforts of the 
Hospitality Room before retiring for the night. 
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At the National WWII Museum 
Wednesday, October 9 
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With the “Victory Belles” at 
BB’s Stage Door Canteen 

Wednesday, October 9 
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Meeting the “Victory Belles” 
Wednesday, October 9 

 
Doris Sayles 

auditioning with the “Victory Belles”?? 

 
Bobbie Kinney, Mickie Weinert, and Dale Robbins share their 

stories with the “Victory Belles” after their Canteen Show 
 

 
 

Thursday, October 10, 2019 

We enjoyed another wonderful breakfast buffet in 
the Hospitality Room and planned our separate 
agendas for this, our free day. New Orleans had so 
much to offer visitors including art galleries and 
museums; beautiful parks to lounge in and enjoy the 
scenery from a park bench; riding a streetcar to tour 
the Garden District with its many antebellum 
mansions; strolling along the riverfront while visiting 
the French Market or possibly catching a boat for a 
harbor ride. 

Members of our group were spotted in the French 
Quarter and on Bourbon Street, strolling down Canal 
Street and popping out of boutiques and cafes on 
Magazine Street. 

After a long day of exploring New Orleans, 
enjoying its food and drinks, some of us relaxed 
outside by the hotel’s pool or rested inside the 
Hospitality Room. The reunion was drawing to a close 
with the next day’s business meeting and banquet 
dinner concluding our time together for one more 
year. A gentle rain fell during the night as the 
Hospitality Room shut down for the day. 

 



 

Newsletter 2019 Page 13 

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group 

Fellowship and Fun in New Orleans 
Thursday, October 10 
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Fellowship and Fun in New Orleans 
Thursday, October 10 
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Friday, October 11, 2019 

The wonderful and courteous staff at the hotel set 
out another breakfast buffet for us as we settled in the 
Hospitality Room for the business meeting. Before the 
meeting started, Stephanie Andrews presented our 
veteran, Roland Dullnig with special recognition gifts 
of appreciation. 

Roland Dullnig receiving his Veteran Recognition Gifts from 
our Hostess, Stephanie Andrews 

We had several speakers from the 416th family 
present reports and updates. Wayne Sayles (416th 
Archivist) presented an incredible photo 
remembrance of Harold "Dave" Andrews (671st BS), 
Bob Kehres (670th BS), and Joseph Meagher (668th 
BS), our 416th veterans who passed away in 2019. 
Touching photographs of Dave, Bob, and Joe reflected 
back on their service and the many times these men 
graced our reunions. While these veterans are no 
longer with us, we will never forget their sacrifices for 
freedom 

Wayne updated us with news from the 416th 
Archive in Gainesville, Missouri. Wayne’s 
presentation included updates about the Archive’s 
mission for historical research, digital and artifact 
preservation, and public education. Wayne 
mentioned the Archive’s specific interests with 
community education programs in Gainesville, the 
416th website and 416th Archive Facebook. 

Doris Sayles asked for more contributions for the 
Archive’s Wall of Honor, in Gainesville, Missouri. She 
asked for us to consider purchasing memorial plaques  

The 416th Archive Wall of Honor in Gainesville, MO, 
memorializes the service and sacrifices of our 416th heroes 

There is room for more memorial plaques for 416th personnel to 
be added to the Wall 

for the remaining 416th personnel not yet represented 
on the Wall. 

Doris also reminded us that a bronze memorial 
plaque, conceived in 1992 by S/Sgt. Frank Basford of 
the 669th Bomb Squadron, has been installed at nine 
locations in the United States and abroad. 
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The history of this project, including photographs 

and locations of the memorial sites has been published 
by Rick Prucha online at: 

https://www.416th.com/416th_BronzeMemorial 
Plaques.html 

A 12″x12″ mounted photo on canvas of the 
variation above, ideal for wall hanging, is now 
available for sale via the Archive Store online at: 

https://416tharchivestore.ecwid.com 

For questions, comments, donations or just the 
urge to reach out, contact Wayne or Doris by email at 
Archive@416th.com or telephone 417-499-9831 for 
Wayne and 417-499-1708 for Doris. The 416th Bomb 
Group Archive is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

The 416th webmaster, Rick Prucha, reported news 
from and about the 416th website. Specifically, Rick 
spoke about posting updates to the 416th Memorials 
including obituaries, veteran’s diaries, journals and 
memories, and video collections. Rick also updated 
the group with research information that included 
“The Flight Home” by Rich Milhorn regarding ferrying 
of the A-26 aircraft home after the war and Squadron 
Mission histories. Finally, Rick posed the question of 
how to increase website traffic and welcomed 
suggestions. It was suggested that to increase website 
traffic we tell people we meet that the 416th.com is the 
“Go-To” resource to learn about the 416th Bomb 

Group, the Archive, events, and staying connected 
with the Friends of the 416th Bomb Group.” 

 
The “Go-To” Website Homepage for the 416th BG 

(http://www.416th.com/contents.html) 

Bringing the business meeting to a close, Kathe 
Rensner of the Friends of the 416th Bomb Group 
shared about its mission, “Keeping memories alive by 
perpetuating the accomplishments and heritage of the 
416th Bomb Group for present and future 
generations”, and how all in the 416th Bomb Group 
family is considered a friend of the 416th. To that end, 
volunteer sign up sheets were distributed for help in 
reunion planning; newsletter writing and publishing; 
information gathering for the 416th website and the 
Friends of the 416th Bomb Group webpage on the 
website, reunion hosting; picture taking and archiving 
and other projects of interest. Several people have 
offered their time and expertise by volunteering – 
thank you! 

We discussed holding next year’s reunion in 
Windsor Locks, Connecticut, because of the close 
association the 416th Bomb Group has with the New 
England Air Museum (NEAM) there. Two reunions 
had been held in Windsor Locks in 2011 and 2012 
during the restoration of the “Reida Rae” A-26C 
‘Invader’ aircraft maintained and flown by 416th 
personnel during 1944-1945. The late Carl Sgamboti, 
an Honorary 416th Bomb Group Veteran and the 
Crew Chief on the “Reida Rae” Restoration Project, 
initiated the historical documentation efforts vital to 
the project. It is through his leadership and devotion 
that NEAM created a special permanent indoor 
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display of the “Reida Rae” as a special memorial to the 
416th Bomb Group.  

The “Reida Rae” and the 416th BG 
Memorial Exhibit at NEAM 

The Friends of the 416th Reunion Committee also 
shared their experiences planning and coordinating 
the 2019 reunion from Florida, Indiana, Missouri, 
Texas and New Mexico proving that reunions 
managed by committee are considerably less stressful 
for all involved, especially the host. We even 
discussed returning to New Orleans in 2021 to once 
again visit the National World War II Museum and its 
new exhibits slated for 2021. 

The Hospitality Room remained open after lunch 
until it closed for the banquet dinner setup. At 5:30 in 
the evening, our group met outside in the hotel’s pool 
area for group pictures. Some people were dressed in 
their finest Mardi Gras beads. As many as possible 
surrounded our veteran Roland Dullnig celebrating 
his service in the 416th as T/Sgt. and Crew Chief for 
the 668th Bomb Squadron. We were so grateful that 
Roland and his family, son Ron and daughter, Carol, 
and her husband Sonny Haisler came to the reunion. 
Our wonderful photographers—Jean Sittarich, Rick 
Prucha, Chris Adams, David Andrews, Stephanie 
Andrews, and Wayne Sayles—took plenty of snaps 
around the pool and throughout the banquet. 

 



 

Newsletter 2019 Page 18 

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group 

Pre-Banquet Gathering Around the Pool 
Friday, October 11 
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Pre-Banquet Gathering Around the Pool 
Friday, October 11 
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The banquet dinner was introduced by our 
hostess, Stephanie Andrews, the grand-daughter of 
the late Dave Andrews from the 671st Squadron. 

She welcomed all to the banquet and asked us to 
rise as the Honor Guard from VFW Post #133 in 
Kenner, Louisiana presented the Colors, followed by 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and the National 
Anthem. 

Doris Sayles presented the Missing Man Table 
Tribute that honored the memory of those who have 
fallen or are missing, and those who are no longer 
with us. 

David Andrews, son of the late Dave Andrews, 
followed the ceremony by playing Taps in honor of 
our fallen warriors. 

Presentation of Colors by Honor Guard from VFW Post # 133 in 
Kenner, LA 

Missing Man Table Tribute 
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David Andrews – Taps in Honor of Our Fallen Warriors 

Following the Posting of the Colors, James Duncan 
gave the Invocation before the dinner was served. 

Following dinner, Rick Greer, nephew of Francis 
De Mand, pilot in 671st Bomb Squadron, presented a 
slide show highlighting his visit to Normandy for 75th 
Anniversary of D-Day. Rick also shared about his 
travels to Margraten and the Netherlands American 
Cemetery and Memorial to pay his respects at his 
uncle’s grave who was KIA September 29, 1944. Rick 
continued his family’s tradition of visiting the 
Netherlands American Cemetery and Memorial and 
befriended Ron Wintjens and his family, who he met 
several years ago and who have adopted Francis’ 
grave and honors his memory on special occasions. 
Such an occasion was the 75th Anniversary of D-Day. 

Rick Greer – our Dinner Speaker 

David Andrews and Kathe Rensner then 
presented Stephanie Andrews with a special Hostess 
Gift. 

Stephanie Andrews receiving her Hostess Gift from father 
David Andrews and Kathe Rensner 

The Hospitality Room remained open through the 
night where many folks gathered for one last time in 
New Orleans. The last day, Saturday October 12th 
closed out our time together in New Orleans. During 
this reunion we made new friends and reconnected 
with our 416th family. 

As we say goodbye to the beautiful city of New 
Orleans and our wonderful staff at the Holiday Inn 
Downtown Superdome, we especially thank our 
wonderful, gracious and beautiful host, Stephanie 
Andrews, for hosting this year's reunion!" 

 
Our “Hostess with the Mostest” 

(Thank you, Stephanie!) 
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At Our Formal 416th Honor Banquet 
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A Special Invitation! 
Hello 416th Bomb Group Family, 
 
My name is Steve Roy. My father was in the 671st Bomb Squadron. I have been working with Dr. Vernon 
Williams and Ross Stewart, curator the Wethersfield Airfield Museum, to put on a tour of Wethersfield airbase 
and surrounding area. We also plan to attend the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Cambridge American 
Cemetery on May 25. The dates are: May 23 – May 30, 2020. The itinerary and activities are given in the 
information below. Please feel free to contact me by email, stevenroy1@comcast.net, or telephone 425.344.3926. 
Please let me know if you are interested by February 15, 2020. 

Best wishes, 

Steve Roy 

 
January 2020  

To the 416th Family,  

 
Steve Roy, Ross Stewart, and Vernon Williams have put together a plan to visit England in May 2020 
that will center on the Wethersfield Airfield Museum at the old 416th airbase and other places where 
the air war unfolded during WWII in East Anglia. This is an opportunity of a life time. 

The tour will include six days in England and two travel days—eight days in all (May 23 through May 
30, 2020). To eliminate a tour company and extra expenses, everyone on the tour will pay as you go for 
their own airfare, train, meals, and hotel. We are tentatively planning on staying at the Holiday Inn 
Express in Braintree. The group will share the cost of a van and gas that Vernon will rent in Braintree 
and drive for the group. This will make the trip as inexpensive as possible with no middle man 
expenses. Having the van will make our visit more flexible, able to go anywhere at anytime, especially 
locally. 

May 25, 2020, we will be on hand at the Cambridge American Cemetery for the Memorial Day 
ceremony and wreath laying observance. This will be a special day for all of us.  

Please consider joining us on this extraordinary odyssey. You may contact Steve Roy, at telephone 
425.344.3926 or email at stevenroy1@comcast.net if you have questions. If interested, please let Steve 
know by February 15, 2020. 
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Newsletter 2019 Page 29 

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group 



 

Newsletter 2019 Page 30 

Friends of the 416th Bomb Group 
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Keeping in Touch 
This section has been the primary purpose of the annual Newsletter since its inception more than 70 years 

ago. Throughout the history of 416th squadron reunions, and eventually the Group reunions, there has been a 
concerted effort to provide contact information to those who wish to stay in touch with their extended family. 

Today, those historic newsletters serve another important role as windows into the past for those, like most 
of us, who are later generations. Reading those newsletters from years gone by offers us insight that no other 
source can provide. So, thank you to those who have shared their thoughts, feelings and good wishes here—not 
just for the rest of us, but also for those who will come after us. 

Here are the messages from our beloved family members (in alphabetical order by last name): 

Chris and Mary Adams 
Son of 1Lt. James D. Adams 
Pilot - 671st Bomb Squadron 
(deceased 2005) 

Every year gets better at the 416th Reunions! And every year is 
different at the 416th Reunions. This year in New Orleans (NOLA 
for short) was no exception thanks to the work of our host, 
Stephanie Andrews and our reunion Advisor, Kathe Rensner. The 
venue was great as only NOLA can be. David Andrews was right 

for insisting we have at least one reunion in NOLA! We were able to walk to the National WWII Museum 
(by far worth a visit to NOLA just to see that!) and also walk to world famous, Bourbon Street, and all 
its craziness. But of course the best part was reconnecting with all our friends attending the reunion and 
simultaneously honoring the men who served in the 416th during the war. It was a treat to see Roland 
Dullnig there and wives Mickie Weinert (husband: Carl Weinert) and Bobbie Kinney (husband: Bill 
Kinney). 

Thanks to David Andrews and Sandra, the hotel was also a welcome surprise. The staff was exceptional 
and did everything in their power to make sure we were well taken care of. 

The year 2020 looks to be another opportunity for friendship and fellowship back in Windsor Locks, CT, 
home of the New England Air Museum and the 416th's own A-26, the “Reida Rae”. It will have been 
eight years since our last reunion there and Mary and I are really looking forward to next year's visit. 

We wish all the Family and Friends of the 416th a blessed holiday season! 

David Andrews 
Son of 1Lt. Dave Andrews 
Pilot - 671st Bomb Squadron 

On Wednesday, December 18th at the Bear creek Senior center in 
Hampton Ga., the President of the Republic of France, Macron, 
through his ambassador ,the French Consul of France in Atlanta, 
Vincent Hommeril and his Aide, Mr. Pierre Frechette officially  

KNIGHTED Sir Harold David Andrews Jr. into the national order of the Legion of Honor. This order 
was created in 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparte to honor those who risked their lives to protect and preserve 
France. It is the highest honor ever bestowed in that country. 

Stephanie Andrews and I have tried for years to see if Dad qualified. Last year at WWII DAYS in 
Peachtree City the previous Consul spoke to the assembled 75 or so WWII Veterans and explained how 
important the order was. Within a week, Sandra Linton and I drove to the Embassy with documents in 
hand to see if the order was possible. While reading Normandy in his Flight records the Consul said YES 
DEFINITELY. It may take months but your Dad will receive the honor. Sandra and I joyously told Dad 
that it was coming ... eventually. Unfortunately, Dad did not live long enough to experience what we 
did yesterday. 
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The Consul brought French and American flags, 6 bottles of French wine, a certificate signed by Macron 
and made a beautiful speech about my father's service to France. About 70 people came to honor Dad, 
including members of the Patriot Guard, the American Legion Riders, family from as far away as 
Maryland, and tens of his friends at the Senior center as well as Sandra's and my close friends. The entire 
group did a champagne toast to Dad's memory. 

We could not have imagined a more fitting tribute to our HERO. 

Stephanie Andrews 
Granddaughter of 
1Lt. Dave Andrews 
Pilot - 671st Bomb Squadron 

This year we were blessed to have a Reunion Committee with 
Kathe and Gary Rensner and Mary and Chris Adams who worked 
with me side by side to make the reunion possible. On Tuesday 
night, I went with a group to enjoy dinner at the Superior Seafood 

and Oyster Bar restaurant in the Garden District of New Orleans. Wednesday night I had dinner and 
listened to Cajun music at Mulate’s Cajun Restaurant. And I danced to Cajun music along with Mickie 
Weinert, my dad, David Andrews, and Sandra Linton. Thursday was an open day so my friends, Susan 
and James Duncan and Jeff and Mary Strickland joined me on a swamp tour where we saw alligators, 
wild pigs and racoons. 

Bob and Puz Basnett 
1Lt. Robert J. Basnett 
B/N - 671st Bomb Squadron 

Dad turned 97 in October and is a resident of the Missouri 
Veterans’ Home in Mexico, Missouri. He continues to have 
dementia but it has not progressed very much further in the last 
year. He recognizes my brother and his wife and my husband and

me and can carry on a conversation about things happening in the present. His long term memory is 
gone and he is wheel chair bound. BUT he still has a wicked sense of humor which he uses on all of us 
and his caregivers frequently. The staff there love him and take excellent care of him. He is very happy 
there. The Home is about 30 minutes from my brother’s house so he is able to visit 3-4 times per week. 
Mother will be 94 in March and lives in Fulton at a beautiful assisted living facility. She has issues with 
mobility and doesn’t like to leave the facility except to go to the doctor across the street. My brother and 
sister-in-law are very active in her care and see to any needs she has. Her memory and hearing are fading 
but she can converse and loves watching her sports teams on TV and playing dominos, where she assures 
me she wins multiple times each day. ??? 

Thank you for your interest in them. They both loved the 416th and it was a big part of their lives for 
over 40 years from the time Dolph Whitten started inviting them in the 60’s until the last reunion in 
Albuquerque. It was the first thing they planned on attending each year. 

Sue and Curt Berg 
Daughter of S/Sgt. Jack Sittarich 
Gunner - 668th Bomb Squadron 
(POW) (deceased 2013) 
 
Mary Jane (Josie) Sittarich 
Wife of S/Sgt. Jack Sittarich 
Gunner - 668th Bomb Squadron 
(POW) (deceased 2013) 

Greetings from ND! 

Yes, you can feel sorry for us because it is cold and snowy here. It 
was so nice to be in New Orleans with the 416th group again! 
Thank you to Stephanie and crew for having everything so 
organized and so fun! I always look forward to seeing old friends 
(which are now family) and meeting new friends! 

We continue to reminisce and learn from our greatest generation!

My mom (Josie Sittarich) is doing good, and says hi to all. May 
2020 bring all of us good health, laughter, and continued love for 
our wonderful God and country. 
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Jim Church 
Son of Lt. Charles Church 
Pilot 669th Bomb Squadron 
(POW 6 Jun 44) 

I had a wonderful time in New Orleans. My highlight was going 
to Bourbon Street with Mickie and her daughter-in-law, we all had 
a great time. If I could only be hanging out listening to music when 
am in my 90s! 

Mickie is really one of a kind! 

The following newspaper article was recovered from the Akron 
Beacon Journal, June 6, 1963 highlighting Lt. Charles Church: 
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Roland Dullnig 
T/Sgt. Roland Dullnig 
Crew Chief - 668th Bomb Squadron 

Had a good time in New Orleans. Stephanie did a great job along 
with all her helpers. Eagerly waiting 2020 reunion. 

Alan Eastman 
Son of 1Lt. Dan Eastman 
Pilot - 671st Bomb Squadron 

Hi - I'm Dan Eastman's son. As you may or may not know, Dad 
turns 100 on Christmas Day this year [2019]. We're having a 
combined family reunion/birthday party for him at the Veterans' 
Home here in Salt Lake City on December 22. He was given a 
proclamation by the governor of the state for being a 100-year-old 
veteran – I've attached a picture.  

 
Dad is getting more and more frail, so I don't know if he will be 
able to attend any more of the 416th get-togethers. Nevertheless, 
he enjoys hearing about them, so keep us on the list! 

Rick Greer 
Nephew of 1Lt. Francis De Mand 
Pilot - 671st Bomb Squadron 
(KIA 1944) 

I was happy to share my experiences with a talk at this year's 
reunion about my Viking 75th D-Day anniversary tour in June. 
Enjoyed Bletchley Park (think Enigma) and Dover Castle (think 
830 years). Saw the Normandy beaches, bunkers, and memorials, 
with C-47 troop planes flying overhead and on the ground. Saw 
reenactors and veterans in uniform with their jeeps, motorcycles 
and tanks in motion. Saw the Ninth Air Force commemorated in 
a museum with an accompanying B-26 Marauder. Most 
importantly, spent a perfect day with my two Dutch friends Ron 
and Jos visiting the graves of my uncle, flight leader 1Lt Francis 
De Mand, (and those of his hometown friend and his bombardier) 
as well as the city of Cologne where my godfather Henry Logan 
was shot in the neck but survived as well as the little German town 
Dürboslar where Francis' plane crashed. 

Sonny and Carolyn Haisler 
Daughter of T/Sgt. Roland Dullnig 
Crew Chief - 668th Bomb Squadron 

What a wonderful reunion in New Orleans. Our family had a great 
time and everyone was so kind to Dad, Roland Dullnig, WWII 
Veteran. We were blessed to have him with us. He loved the 
Museum Tour and the Victory Singers. He will always remember 
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the "kiss on his forehead" by the beautiful blond! Thanks to all, especially Stephanie, for the organization 
and work that went into a very successful and fun reunion. We are all looking forward to Connecticut 
next year! 

Special Announcement! 

We are so excited to learn that Roland E. Dullnig will be receiving the French Legion of Honor Medal at 
a special luncheon and presentation in February by the French Consul General based in Houston, Texas. 
This prestigious medal is given on behalf of the people of France to American Veterans who served in 
France during WWII. His family is very proud of him and thankful to the French people for their 
expression of gratitude. 

Bobbie Odom Kinney 
Wife of Col. William L. Kinney, 
416th BG Materiel Officer 

The 416th Reunion in New Orleans was well planned. Everyone 
did a great job. It was great seeing everyone going to the National 
WWII Museum. I pray everyone will be able to go to Connecticut 
next year. 

Prefer to have newsletter mailed. 

Bob and Sharon Lavelle 
Daughter of 1Lt. James D. Adams 
Pilot - 671st Bomb Squadron 
(deceased 2005) 

In a word, the reunion in New Orleans was awesome! When we 
heard the 2019 reunion was to be held in NOLA, we signed up as 
soon as we could! Although we have only had opportunity to 
attend a handful of reunions, each one has been a wonderful 
experience. The excursion to the National WWII Museum was 
amazing! It was especially meaningful for my husband, Bob, as he 
was the grants officer (working at the Pentagon for the Dept. of 
the Army back in the day) who helped give them their first 
government funding to start the museum. We had ample free time 
to enjoy beignets at Cafe du Monde and take a stroll in the French 
Quarter. In other words, the location of the hotel was perfect, 
within walking distance of many sights and sounds of NOLA. We 
had a great time and look forward to the next reunion! Many 
thanks to Kathe for pulling it all together! 

Rich Milhorn 
Son of Gentry L. Milhorn 
Pilot - 671st Squadron 

I am new to the 416th Family. My Dad, Gentry L. Milhorn, was 
also a pilot in the 416th BG, 671st Squadron. He was a replacement 
pilot and did not arrive in France until October 1, 1944. My Dad 
passed away in 2000 and I just learned about the 416th group 
earlier this year. I was not able to attend this year's reunion 
because my wife and I had already planned a three week tour of 
Brittany, Normandy and Paris. In fact, we were at the D-Day sites 
during the reunion. I took a lot of photographs of all the WWII 
sites that we visited, all along the coast of Brittany & Normandy 
and even along the way into Paris. 

Cpl. Alberie J. Nadeau 
Operations Clerk 
671st Bomb Squadron 

Corporal Alberie Nadeau served in the 671st Bomb Squadron. He 
served at all the bases where the 671st was assigned (Will Rogers 
Field, OK; Lake Charles, LS; Laurel, MS; Wethersfield, England 
and the 3 bases in France. He was assigned the duties of 
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(written by Steven Roy in 
consultation with Cpl. Nadeau) 

Operations Office Clerk in the 671st Operations Office where he 
processed orders, personnel matters, tracked and logged air crew 
members time and logged aircraft maintenance. He also 

performed the all important job of processing mail. Besides Mr. Nadeau, there were 5 other men in the 
Squadron’s Operations Office unit: Staff Sergeant, John W. McAfee; Sergeant, Gordon D. Russell; 
Corporal, Donald E. Rose, and Private First Class, Fred Pittinger. These men stayed together as a unit 
the entire time the 671st was in existence. 

In September 1944, the 416th Bomb Group moved from Wethersfield, England to France and were 
stationed at Melun-Villaroche Aerodrome. Mr. Nadeau flew from Wethersfield with his fellow 
operations unit colleagues to their new base in Melun. When they arrived they learned all the hangars 
and main buildings were destroyed by the Germans as they abandoned the airbase. There was one small 
wooden building remaining that the 671st used as their mail room and administrative operations. One 
day it caught fire and Mr. Nadeau was instrumental in saving the mail and files. The building was 
completely destroyed. 

Because Mr. Nadeau could speak fluent French he was assigned a new title, Mail Clerk, when they 
arrived in France. As one could imagine, this proved to be a valuable asset for 671st Squadron.  

During the “Battle of the Bulge” on December 16, 1944 the 671st Squadron was told “today you are Army 
Air Corp, tomorrow, December 17, you will be Army infantry” to assist the Army to repulse the German 
offensive during the “Battle of the Bulge.” The weather had been so bad with snow, ice and temperatures 
down to minus 25 degrees, that the 416th could not fly missions to support the Army Infantry. As the 
weather slowly improved the order was given to fly a mission over to the Battle of the Bulge, but not 
without incident. On January 2, 1945, A-26’s from the 668th and 669th squadrons crashed on take off 
probably due to a combination of wing icing, propeller frost and/or carburetor ice. The weather 
conditions were such that the icing could not have been predicted. The brave men of the 416th 
encountered many risks, not just those from the enemy. 

After the war, Mr. Nadeau returned home and married the love of his life, Geneva Michaud. They were 
married 67 years. They were blessed with 6 children, 3 girls (Gloria, Rita, and Donna) and 3 boys (Paul, 
Tom and Peter). Tom and Pete attended the 2018 reunion in Abilene, TX. Tom and Pete retired from the 
U.S. Air Force after 20 years of service. 

Mr. Nadeau celebrated his 96th birthday in January 2020. 

Rick and Chris Prucha 
Son of 1Lt. Lou Prucha, 
Pilot - 668th Bomb Squadron 
(deceased 1981) 

Stephanie and the Friends of the 416th Bomb Group did an 
outstanding job on this year's Reunion and we cannot thank them 
enough. We all continue to honor and thank all our Veterans and 
their families for their many sacrifices, and hope to continue 
keeping their memories alive. 

Gary and Kathe Rensner 
Niece of 1Lt. Francis De Mand 
Pilot - 671st Bomb Squadron 
(KIA 1944) 

Gary and I had a wonderful time while in New Orleans; we 
enjoyed our streetcar ride through the Garden District and 
listening to jazz. This reunion brought closure especially for Kathe 
as she remembered the treasured times she spent with Joe 
Meagher and her “boyfriend”, Bob Kehres. She will never forget 
meeting Dave Andrews for the first time in 2014 and listening to 
his recollections about the explosion of Francis’ plane on 
September 29, 1944. He quite possibly was the last person to see 
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Francis alive, and his touching stories about the 416th provided an 
endearing relationship with Dave and the Andrews family. 

Steve Roy and Pat Wymond 
Son of Sgt. Roger Roy 
(deceased 2010) 
Aircraft Mechanic - 671st Bomb 
Squadron 

We were grateful to meet many old friends and become 
acquainted with new friends at the 2019 Reunion in New Orleans. 
The National WWII Museum visit was a treasured experience. I 
particularly enjoyed seeing in person two WWII veterans and talk 
to them about their Army and Navy experiences. The Army 
veteran was familiar with the A-20 and A-26 and was quite 

informed about the 9th Army Air Force. I was excited when I saw displayed the French Legion of Honor 
Medal. If you missed this years reunion, I highly recommend going to New Orleans to see the National 
WWII Museum and also take in the very entertaining BB’s Stage Door Canteen show "The Victory Belles” 
performing songs of World War II. We were pleased to see that the WWII museum acknowledged the 
risks, courage, and dangers that the U.S. Merchant Marine experienced during WWII. These Mariners 
risked U-boat attacks in the North Atlantic and submarine and kamikaze attacks in the Pacific all the 
while getting the badly needed supplies to our troops. Pat’s grandfather served in the Merchant Marine 
in the North Atlantic during WWII while her father served in US Navy in both the Atlantic and Pacific 
Theaters of Operation during WWII. 

Wayne & Doris Sayles 
Honorary Veteran of 416th Bomb 
Group and 416th Archivist 

Wayne: Stephanie and David Andrews showed us that the love 
and dedication that has permeated the 416th family for the past 
75+ years will not die with those who served. This has been a hard 
year for many of us, but the time in New Orleans was like a 

catharsis that warmed the soul and helped us move forward. The hugs, handshakes and smiling faces 
tell the whole story. Seeing so many people engaged in this effort in a “hands-on” way was 
encouragement for a repeat in Windsor Locks and a harbinger of bright hope for the future. We’re 
already looking forward to itDoris: New Orleans, Louisiana, 416th Bomb Group reunion was one that 
would be hard to top. What a great job Stephanie Andrews did setting up the exciting, fun and wonderful 
gatherings for all of us. Thank you Stephanie and all the Friends of the 416th group that assisted to make 
the reunion top notch. 

I was recovering from knee replacement and was limited in my activities but with the help of the hotel 
staff member was able to get on the street car and go shopping with cane in tow for assistance. “My First 
adventure” 

I so enjoyed the breakfast with everyone, everyday we were there at the reunion. 

It was so wonderful to get together with our extended family and visit. What a treat for all of us. 

Merry Christmas to everyone. May the New Year bring you joy, good health and happiness 

Jean Sittarich 
Daughter of S/Sgt. Jack Sittarich 
Gunner - 668th Bomb Squadron 
(deceased 2013) 

Fabulous reunion at a nostalgic venue hosted by our lovely 
Stephanie Andrews! Cannot thank you enough, Stephanie!! As 
always, it is heartwarming to see our 416th family, which only 
seems to grow!! Looking forward to seeing you all in CT. It will be 
amazing to visit "Reida Rae" once again and hopefully see some 
who we've been missing the past years! Take care until we meet 
again!! HUGS! 
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Jeff and Debby Smith 
Debby’s sister’s father is 
1Lt. Andre J. Vleghels 
Pilot – 669th Bomb Squadron 
KIA, September 16, 1944 

A great big thank you to all of the dedicated people who continue 
to make 416th reunions possible. You are the real deal, a reflection 
of the 416th veterans themselves. It was wonderful to see Roland 
Dullnig and to witness his family’s kindness and dedication. 
Stephanie Andrews, you are a delight, as well as very capable and 
organized. The mix of The Second World War history on display  

and the buzz of New Orleans made for an amazing experience. But mostly, it was inspiring to hear stories 
from a variety of family members and friends who remain loyal and steadfast to our veterans. We were 
especially struck by Bob Laird, who last accompanied his neighbor and friend, Bob Kehres, to the 2018 
reunion. He continues to be there for Bob. We were grateful we could make the trip to connect and 
reconnect. Mickie, we look forward to seeing you on the dance floor once again. 

Keep peace alive. 

 

The following article was printed in the Grosse Pointe News (Grosse Pointe, MI) on December 18, 2019: 

Love letters and broken hearts: Book details wartime sweethearts’ journey 
By Jody McVeigh on December 18, 2019 

Debby Fricke Smith was around 5 years old the first time she saw 
Andre Vleghels. She had to stand on her tiptoes to glimpse a 
photograph on her parents’ bureau — “one I’d never seen before,” she 
said. “It was a black and white photo of a soldier. I didn’t know who 
he was.” 

Smith’s mother, Virginia Egan, entered the room behind her. The 
child’s curiosity got the best of her. 

“I asked her who he was,” Smith said. “She said he was a friend of my 
father’s who died in the war. It was not a lie, but she didn’t tell me 
who he really was. I remember, even at that age, I was suspicious and 
felt there was more to the story.” 

Smith learned much later that Vleghels was her mother’s first 
husband. He was killed in action during World War II and Egan was 
so grief-stricken, she refused to talk about him — just a tidbit here, an 
odd fact there. 

“We knew he died and a few things about the circumstances, but it was too painful for her,” Smith said. 
“Because my mother was not willing to talk about it … that makes people more curious. It wasn’t just 
curiosity for me. I always felt that as time went on it was too bad for our family. It was like Andy was 
lost twice — once when he died and then he was lost to the family because my mother didn’t want to 
talk about him.” 

After Egan’s death in 1999, Smith found a box of letters Vleghels had sent to Egan during the war. So 
started the journey of uncovering everything she could learn about the pilot, who fathered Smith’s half-
sister, Sharon. 
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“My mom remarried when my sister was 3,” Smith said. “I 
never knew she had a different father until I was 7. I never 
considered her my half sister. No one would ever guess that 
my dad had not fathered Sharon.” 
Smith’s research, the correspondence and other discoveries 
are detailed in the book “My Sister’s Father: Reclaiming 
Andre,” published by Smith earlier this year. 
Smith, who lived in Grosse Pointe 60 years before moving to 
Virginia to be near her children, described the book as a 
historical biography that sketches the story of one American 
couple trying to navigate the 
Second World War. 

“Both my mother and Andy 
were raised in Detroit,” Smith said. “They knew each other from high 
school. It makes me feel so sad, especially for my sister, that she knew so 
little about her dad.” 

The book is written in two parts, the first a collection of letters 
supplemented by Smith’s narration. 

“What I love is it really does give people a vicarious look on one couple 
who were in love during the war and it’s very touching and poignant to 
read Andy’s letters to my mother,” Smith said. “And my mom had a 
military connection, Evie (Schaaf). Her husband was also a pilot. They were 
based in Florence, S.C., where they did training before they were deployed. … Once Andy was deployed, 
my mom moved back to Detroit. She was pregnant. She started corresponding with Evie and Evie still 
had the letters and had kept them all those years.” 

While Vleghels’ letters to Egan tell the story of their growing romance, the 
letters between Egan and Schaaf chronicle the time from their husbands’ 
deployments to when Egan received a Missing in Action notice until a year 
and half later when Vleghels was officially declared Killed in Action. 

“It was excruciating,” Smith said. “Even if it’s bad news, knowing is much 
better than not knowing. The letters go back and forth between hope and 
despair.” 

Vleghels’ bomb group flew out of England, its last mission to the 
Netherlands. After dropping the bombs, they circled back to England, but 
took a direct hit. Of the three men aboard, two parachutes were seen 
leaving the plane. 

“They parachuted over water; both drowned,” Smith said. “His body 
washed up nine days later.” 

The second part of “My Sister’s Father” details Smith’s research and 
journey, which included attending Vleghels’ bomb group reunion in 1999. She was looking for people 
who remembered the pilot. 
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“The first man I made contact with was a pilot from the 669th,” she said. “He remembered Andy; they 
went on R&R once to London. He said Andy was admired for his flying ability.” 

She also requested Vleghels’ Individual Deceased Personnel File, which led her to find the families 
responsible for his burial in the Netherlands. She contacted the government there and eventually came 
in contact with the kin of the carpenter who crafted Vleghels’ casket. 

“We all want to know as much as possible about 
what happened to our loved ones,” Smith said. “I 
wanted to know who Andy was. I was like a 
detective. I unearthed facts. Those facts gave clues 
to the next steps. … I tried to turn over as many 
stones as I could to get information. I do like 
mysteries.” 

After the war, Vleghels’ coffin was moved to and 
buried at an American military cemetery in 
Luxembourg. While Egan was still alive, Smith 
contacted the cemetery and learned that for a 
small fee, workers will put flowers on the grave. 

“My mother never knew that,” she said. “That 
was one thing I gave to her and she took the 
opportunity to do that. It was important for her 
and brought her some comfort.” 

Smith’s research ended in 2001 with a trip, with her sister, to the Netherlands. They visited the grounds 
where Vleghels’ body originally was buried, as well as where he was discovered. 

“When they took us to the sea dyke where his body washed up, I expected to feel (emotional),” Smith 
said. “It was a clear sky, sunny day. I climbed the dyke and walked around to the location where his 
body washed up. I surprised myself. … I felt I had accomplished what I set out to do and it felt good. 

“The whole journey was very rich and 
rewarding,” she added. “It surpassed all of my 
expectations. I never thought I’d end up on a 
pilgrimage to Europe.” 

During their visit, Smith and her sister presented 
a bronze plaque of thanks to the villagers. 

“I wanted to permanently thank the people of 
the village for giving a soldier a proper burial,” 
she said. “We found the carpenter’s wife still 
alive. … She told us she made the mattress, 
coverlet and pillow for the casket. 

“We were there on their Memorial Day, when 
they honor their deceased,” she continued. “It 
really brought Andy’s life and death full circle 
completely.” 
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Once her research was finished, Smith started writing. Though it took years to publish, she feels it was 
worth every effort. 

“I’m really happy with everything that transpired,” Smith said. “I would like people to read it; I think 
their story is worthwhile. It represents millions of people who went through the same thing.” 

“My Sister’s Father” is available on amazon.com in Kindle, paperback and hardcover editions. Smith 
also donated a hard copy to Grosse Pointe Public Library Central Branch. 

Ross and Sally Stewart 
Friends of the 416th Bomb Group, 
Director, Wethersfield Airfield 
Museum 

From Ross and Sally and the Wethersfield Museum Team: 

2019 was a good year at Wethersfield it was good to have a visit 
from the daughter of S/Sgt. Harold Boyer and a wonderful story 
of the history of that crew which his daughter is writing a book, I 
will let you all know when it’s completed. The quest to find Bill 
Cramsie and his crew has not been forgotten and there is still hope 
another search will be made. We are working with Vernon and 
Steve to assist and host a group from Friends of the 416th at the 
end of May if it becomes a reality. A highlight of 2019 was that we 
received a letter from the American Ambassador to the U.K. 
thanking us for preserving the history of the 416th over here. 

We hope one day to attend another reunion and will keep a watch 
on the dates to see if we can make it, I’m sure we will in the words 
of the Dame Vera Lynn “We’ll meet again” 

Forever Friends of the 416th Bomb Group. 

Mickie Weinert 
Wife of 1Lt. Carl Weinert 
Pilot - 669th Bomb Squadron 
(deceased 2013) 

Reading the newsletter of Abilene reunion brought such happy 
memories: I knew I must write you of New Orleans. 

Stephanie's description of New Orleans was RIGHT-ON!! The 
Music!! Ah—to dance! And so wonderful to renew friendships. 
Plans for our limited time there were done perfectly. The displays 
at the museum were presented so well. When in the Asian section, 
I learned more of my English daughter-in-law’s father, who 
worked for the English government in Malaysia and was a 
Japanese POW (before my DIL was born). Then, to have an open 
day, not enough time of course, but we could all do our choice. 
My niece lives in NOLA, so she joined Alison and me and drove 
us all over the city. It seemed we were there just long enough to 
make us eager to return. 

Carl and I joined the reunion in 1980—the year the Poundstones 
hosted it in Redondo Beach, CA. Carl said we were going, 
wherever it was —I thought of many far away cities—Roy Gettle 
(his crew chief for their flight back to the U.S.) told us it was to be 
in Redondo Beach. (We lived 30 miles away.) Very many of those 
at that reunion are no longer with us. The group has ALWAYS 
had such outstanding members. Thanks to the Andrews, the 
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Sayles, all the younger generation who keep us together.—and 
even more. 

I am doing well if you don’t ask for details. Thanksgiving was at 
my house, 14 people, NO, I did not do it but when it is at your 
house, you don’t just sit in the living room! All contributed, it was 
a special day for all of us. I send my love to all of you. 

Joseph A. Wilds 
(Grandson of S/Sgt. Harley J. 
Wilds, 
Gunner - 671st Bomb Squadron) 
(MIA, POW, RMC, RTD) 

First I want to give a big thanks to you as well as the others that 
keep the flame of the torch burning. 

I hope that at some point I will be able to attend one of the 
reunions. 

I have moved and haven’t received a newsletter in some time. 

Once again, I sincerely thank you for being a keeper of the flame. 

Best Regards, 

Joseph A Wilds 
(Grandson of Harley J Wilds ) 

Dr. Vernon L. Williams 
Director 
East Anglia Air War Project 

2019 Memories and the 416th Bomb Group Family 

The year 2019 has come and gone for me like a swift storm 
blowing over the Rockies. Yet another film premiere took me back 
to Norwich, England, but more importantly, the journey led me 
back to Wethersfield and to various points in the  

surrounding countryside. I spent some fun times with Ross Stewart and had another visit to the 
Wethersfield Museum on the base. Ross and his volunteer staff have done some wonderful work since 
the last time I was there with my students. They have built some extraordinary dioramas and other 
exhibits that I had not seen earlier. 

Just being on the base again rekindled the link for me with the men who flew from there during their 
early wartime missions. Everywhere you look, there are reminders of those gallant men who lived and 
worked there over three quarters of a century ago. Their spirit and service for our nation still resounds 
across all these years at Wethersfield where they made a difference for us so long ago. Everywhere you 
look, you see reminders of the 416th. From the buildings still in use to the communal ruins that linger 
along the fringes of the base today. I always convince myself that if I listen carefully, I can still hear the 
engines running, the voices of ground crews making ready the mission aircraft, and the sounds of takeoff 
that are still carried on the winds that blow across the runways today. Perhaps it’s my imagination, but 
maybe not. Their memory lingers on there in that living, breathing place. At Wethersfield, the Yanks will 
forever be young, and their memory lives on in the hearts and minds of the British people.  

Stephanie Andrews and her crew did a wonderful job at the New Orleans reunion. I appreciate the work 
that Stephanie did in organizing our time in New Orleans for all of us. What a special tribute the reunion 
and her work there was for Grandfather Dave Andrews. Dave left behind a son and a granddaughter 
who truly understand and live the idea of service to others. I am so grateful to Stephanie and her father 
David Andrews and for what their family has meant for the 416th.  
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For me, New Orleans was a chance to spend time with old friends that the 416th brings together each 
year. Doris and Wayne Sayles are two of a large group that I look forward seeing every year. They are 
special people who have created one of the most remarkable archival institutions that exists within the 

World War II family. Few units have such a dedicated place 
where their history is cared for and preserved. Because of the 
years that have passed since World War II, it is now more 
important than ever for the records and memories to have a safe 
place where future historians, students, and families will find the 
416th historical record. 

Steve Roy, Ross Stewart, and I have been working on a Tour of 
World War II England, centered on Wethersfield, and we are 
calling it the As Time Goes By Tour. Elsewhere in this newsletter 
or in a special email to everyone, you will receive the details, It is 
almost ready to go. In conjunction with the Tour, I am working 
on a new full length documentary film on the 416th Bomb Group 
and its history during the war. It will premiere at Wethersfield 
during our time there. I am including a preliminary draft of the 
DVD cover for you to see. I am looking forward to spending the 
spring working on the production. See you on the history trail. 

Ron Wintjens 
Caretaker of the Grave of 
1Lt. Francis De Mand at the  
Netherlands American Cemetery 
and Memorial at Margraten 
Email: ron.wintjens@home.nl 

Please keep sending me the newsletters of the 416th B.G. 

I hope Nicolle and I will be able to visit the reunion in the future. 

Groeten uit Heerlen, Nederland. 

Ron Wintjens, Vriend van Rick. 

(Dutch is a strange language ;) ) 

[editor’s note: the Rick mentioned by Ron is Rick Greer, nephew of 1Lt. 
De Mand. who befriended and stays in touch with Ron and his family.] 
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INTERNET ADDRESSES 
OF INTEREST TO THE 416th FAMILY 

https://416tharchivestore.ecwid.com/ The 416th Archive Store 

http://www.416th.com/contents.html 416th web site table of contents 

http://www.416th.com/links.html List of online resources for WWII 

http://www.416th.com/missions/LoadingList.html 416th Mission Loading List Search 

http://www.416th.com/CachatPhotos/Cachat_416thBG_Photos.html 900+ 416th photos 

http://www.416th.com/Reunions/2019Reunion.html 2019 reunion summary and photos 

http://www.416th.com/neam.html 416th Memorial Exhibit at New England Air Museum 

https://www.facebook.com/416th 416th Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1473744302842355/ David Andrews 416th Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/56981237530/ Ross Stewart’s Wethersfield Page 

http://www.angliaairwar.org/ Dr. Vernon Williams’ East Anglia Air War Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY, HEALTHY 
AND PROSPEROUS 2020! 

We hope to see you all in the Fall in Windsor Locks, Connecticut. 
Come and enjoy the Fall colors and a Special Visit to the Reida Rae! 


