
Robert S. Bower

Reverend Robert Stanley "Bob" Bower, 89, Pastor Emeritus of Harundale Presbyterian Church, died Sept.
11 following heart complications and strokes.

He was born Sept. 10, 1920, in Niles, Ohio to Irish immigrants, Stanley and Sarah Bower, six months after
their arrival through Ellis Island. Bob graduated from McKinley High School in Niles, Ohio in 1939.

With financial backing from his Sunday school teacher, he attended Westminster College in New
Wilmington, Pa., with an aim to enter into a Presbyterian Seminary. His education was interrupted by

WWII when he enlisted in the Army Air Force. While he initially learned to fly from a student of the Wright Brothers, in the
service he piloted fast attack Douglas Invader A-26 bombers on 37 missions with 135 combat hours over France and
Germany during the European Theatre of Operations in the 9th Air Force. Bob received the Bronze Star Air Medal with
Six Oak Clusters, a European, African and Middle Eastern (EAME) Theater Ribbon with Three Battle Stars and an
EAME Service Award as a First Lieutenant.

Immediately following WWII he returned to Westminster College, received his B.A. and then realized one of his early
dreams when he was accepted into Princeton Seminary, where he was awarded a Bachelor of Divinity in 1949.

He was ordained into the Baltimore Presbytery in March 15, 1949. He continued a life of education and learning
throughout his career and was a published author. During a four-year position as Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian
Church in Allentown, Pa., he met Marilyn Marie Michael. They married in June of 1953.

He entered his first and only full pastorate for Harundale Presbyterian Church, Jan. 1, 1954. He welcomed the early
opportunities to pastor with the help of the then retired Dr. Henry S. Brown, deceased, and former Vice-President of
Princeton Seminary. He served the church faithfully for more than 32 years as full pastor during substantial growth,
financial struggle and tragic structural fires while effectively guiding its evolution into a strong church in the community
with a congregation of more than 800 at the time of his retirement Dec. 31, 1985.

He served on many community organizations and volunteered as pastor on the U.S. Hope medical ship for four months.
He served on the founding Board of Directors for Anne Arundel Community College, the YMCA, and was influential in
both interdenominational worship efforts and many youth ministry programs. He valued travel abroad visiting every state
in the U.S. and 75 countries; many of which he visited more than once.

He was preceded in death by brother, Hugh Thomas Bower.

Survivors include his wife of 56 years, the former Marilyn Marie Michael; sons, Robert Lee, Jonathan Kirk and David
Alan; 11 grandchildren; and sister, Elizabeth Lois Linsley.

A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. Oct. 4 at the Harundale Presbyterian Church. The service will be followed by
time together in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to attend.

Memorials can be sent to the Harundale Presbyterian Church Pastoral Discretion Fund 1020 Eastway, Glen Burnie, MD
21060.
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