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é DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT
» L .
(Brief narrative of kecident. Include statement of responsibility sand recommendations for action to prevent repetition)
NAHRATIVE, .

, HReturning from an operational mission on the efternoon of 13 January 1945, Capt,
Sears wes unable to extend his right main landing geer, After exhesusting every
possibility of lowering this gear, he retrected his left gear and nose geer and mede
& successful wheels up landing, .

A camplete investigatign has been delayed because the ajreraft is at & consider-
able distance from its home base., Therefore, the eireraft has not yet beenm lifted,
and the gear hes not been extended for investigation, However, besed on previcus
similer experience it is believed that excessive overtrevel of the uplock preventsd
lowering of the right geer, An Unsstisfectory Feport is being submitted concerning
this condition,.

RESPCHSIBILITY,
Me teriel failure,
- RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is felt that & mechenical releage installation for the main gear of this air-
craft would eliminate a definite souree of trouble,

INCLOSURES:
Iﬂu. '1 - h“-nt of ’110‘.
Incl, #2 « Statexent of Gunner,
Inel, « Statement of Group Engineering Officer,
Incl, #4 - Statement of Crew Chief, ey
Incl, #5 « Statement of Squedron Engineering Officer
_Incl, #6 = Unsatisfactory Feport,

Captein, Air Corps,
“Investigating Offiser,

Dute 20 Janusry 1945
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v , o 16 Jaruary 194s,

On the afternoon of 13 January 1945 I took off from A~55 in A-26B sir-
craft, serisl number 41-79210 on a combat mission, Teke off and retraction of
wheels wzs normal,

On cempletion of operations the formation was diverted to A-F9. Just
prior to landing I had called my gunner, M/Sgt, Wells, up to the cockpit to
clean my windshield, w™ich was iced, On the landins vattern I slowed my
aircraft to 170 M,P,H,, I.A.5. The wheels spparently came down normally,
for the green light on the instrument manel came on snd the hydraulic pres-
sure after the iritlial drop returned to 1000 1bs, per socuare inch, The selsym
indicator had been writtem up in the form IA prior ‘e flisht as being out,
80 I pald no atteation to 1t, I checked the left wheel visually end 1t was
down end locked, M/Sst, Wells checked the right wheel visuslly snd found
t2a% 1t had not come down out of the nacelle, nor had the wheel well door
ovened, I circled A=69 for about ope hour and a helf, endeavoring to get
the right wheel down, 1 tried the normgl system numerous times by reising
the other twe wheels, slowing the alrcraft down, and suddenly putting the
landing gear lever in the down pesitioun, The right wheel still wouid not
come out of tae naceiie, nor would the wheel well door open,

I then tried the emerpgency rydraulic system, which procedure conslsted
of putting the emergeucy hydraulic selector valve in the "landing gear dowx"
position, heving my gunner actuate the hydraulic hand Pump, wnile I maintained
the sireraft at 150 M.F.E., I.A.S. This precedure likevise failed to briugs
tie right vheel out of the nacelle,

We then alternated between the norzal hydraalic system amd the emercency
hydreulic system, but had no success with either, It took all of ny sunner's
strength Yo actuste the hydreulic hand pump while endeavoring to use the

emergency systern, '

We then cliuwbed tre sircraft to 5000 fest end daiorped full flars and
did a powsr steil I,A.5, 100 M, P H, While the cireraft was s'mddering and
siaking, we agein tried “oth systems for bringing the wheels down. ¥e were
still unsuccessful in getting the righi gear sut of the nacelle,

We circled the fleld for about 20 more minutes, trylmg boil lydranlic
systens, Dut were still unsuccessf™l, Every time the nose wheel and left
main whesl were down snd locked, the greez 1izht on the instrument canel
would dome on,

After exhausting all vossilie mesns of getting al) vhesls down and
locked, I received instructions frow the Yox leader, Malor Price, %o brines
the aireraft 12 for a belly landing, ™ delly lan’ing was accomnlished

successfully, aud no versonnel were in‘ured,
a
) v
M% aéa,m
AUBREY C, ’

Captain, Alr Corps,
: ,4;7 i



17 Jamuary 1945, ol

STATEMENT

On the afterncon of 13 Jenuary 1945 I flew as gunner in A-26B pireraft
serial number 41-39210 on & combat mission vith Ceptain Sears as pilot.

On completion of the mission we were diverted to A-69, Prior to land-
ing, the pilot called me to the front cockpit to clesu the windshield, In
the landing pattern the pilot slowed the aircraft to 150 M,P.H,, I.A.S. and
put the landing gear lever in wheels down position., The nose gnd left main
gear came down and locked, but the right main gear steyed in the nacelle,
The green light on the instrument psnel ceme on and the hydraulic prescure
returned to 100C pounds per square inca after the iniiial drop.

We tried reising and lowering the gear by the normsl hydraulic eystem
numerous itimes, tut were wusucceseful in getting the right main gear to

drop,

¥We then tried to exteud the right gear by using the emergency hydraunlie
system, Ve Ald tnis by vlacing the emer.emcy oyéraulic selsctor valve in
"landing gear dowa" position while I actuated the hend hydraulic pump, We
were not able to extend the right gear by thie means. We theu alternated
betwean the normal "ydrgulic svstiem snd the ewsrgency hydraulic system, but
were still ungiccessful In extending the right geer,

The pillot climbsé the sireralt to "000 feet aud did a povwer stall,
I.,A.S, 100 M,P,3, VW¥hile the aireraft was shuddering we tried both systems
for extending the geer, tut were still unsuccessful,

We then circled the field for about twerty mianutes trying to get the
wneels down and lccked, The pilot, after celling the Tox laader by redio,
told me to pregare for a belly landing, I reoturned % the gunner's compart-
ment and cut off 211 of my turret switches and brought the fire axe forward,
The pilot sccomplished the bLelly landing successfully, No persomnel were

injured,
AL

¥/Bgt., 1C60LRUS,

4 19 |






17 January 10us,

. I hereby certify that the eirplane A-25B-20, Serial ¥o, 41-39210 had
a complete Daily and Freflight inspection pulled and was in excellent
flylng condltion prior to teke-off on 13 January 1945,

T/Sgt., Air Corps,
Crew Chief,

dl-..lﬁkf



67157 BUMBARDMENT SQUADEON (L)

41 6TE BOMBAKDMEET GROUP (L)
Office of the Enginecring Officer

m “. 1“0. Ul’- w.
17 Jenuary 1%-

SUBJECT ; STATEENT
20 ¢ ALL OOHCIENED,

The following ie a statement of Cgptain, A H, THIELE, JR., in
regards to accident which occurred to airplame A-26B20, A.C, Ser., No, ¥1-39210,
at station A=69, 13 January 1945,

214232212

in excellent fying condition prior to take=off and the accldent
occurred through no fault or neglect of anyone concermed ia
this departaeat,

e

avy i ?t:u%’.
Captain, Mr Corps,
Eagineering Officer,




[ UR WAR DEPARTMENT

NoR Dearng WAR  DEPARTMENT

(Revisad 2-18.43)
ARMY AIR FORCES

1O BE FILLED IN BY STATION
UNSATISFACTORY REPORT

STATION SERIAL MNe
iSae AAF Reg 15-54 for Information on Proper Use of this Form) f | I

LEAVE BLANK |

|
ASC SERIAL Ne | REFER TO | CLASS |

DATE SUBMITTFD

L 15eb5
R FTATION , GRGANATION p— |
|
e —— - - - 611st Bemd, S 416tk Besd, %-n. (L)
sumgct | Frovery ~MName Manut st e | AAF On-.-r ng Me

__mePonr | 01.D; Latch Assem, Neln Lending Geer | Deugles

| AIRCRAFT—Model & AAF Serial No

ENGINE Model & AAF Seridl No UNIT OR ACCESSORY—Type, Model and Sarial No
UR[ A1l A-26B & C, Mreraft | Eu2800=71 ‘
| AIRCRAFY | VAST D1 R —Dapot Date Fiying Time Since Total Fiying Time
oMLY ’
ENGINE LAY OVERHAUL—Depo: Howrs Since Depots and Poun at esch Prevous Cverhas
OMNLY
U P HName — Fart Drawing. Serial and Spaciication No
R A . L Gepr | by gt
R [Timein U thy on Ha Quantity Known Delective avious Falures | Manufacturer ] Tnspactor s Na or ldentfication !
T | 100 Bre, Hone A Kiae Deuglas | Unkmeva
Indicate by X Photographed Hala Sent unaer Sent in Repaired ane Daposed of To Ovarhaul
Disposition of * and Printy for Separate Attached Keturned to ‘l‘-’lﬂn
Exhinar Encioimy Instructions Cover Paciat Service ) (INITIALS)
U GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS, PROBABLE CAUSES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW
R (Use only spplicable 1psces above — Avold unnecessary repetition ) EXPEDITE

1. Ceatizueus resccourrances of the Main Landing Gear Latch lesiang adjustmemt
have besn encemntered by this ergarizetien, Iaspectien reveals that altheugh
U the 5/16" latch everlap setting 1s cerrect prier te f1ight the adjustment
R #1ips ferward beyend 1/2" at times, Since the clevis leck muts remaia
' in pesitien and the threads ea the red assembly shew ne sigas of being stripped
{ it 1s evident that the red assembly, shert clevis emd (7.0, OV MOM M, Sec, II,
| part ne 28T130-1-0T10, Pg. 319) 1s being stretched, This allews the latch
i cep assembly te slip ever the 1ink assembdly cam (7,0, O1-BOMJ-%, Sec, II, part
U ne 5122378 &1, Mg, 130, pg. 318) tee far and causes the gear te remais ia
R either the up er dewa pesition due te the lack ef travel emsugh te clear
the latch frem the IOL pesitien,

2, The cause of this failure mgy be attributed te the fact that the 1izk assesdly
is meved at the same time that the main landing gear latch assembly is meved

U and the cem end bettems sgaimst the latch, This wewld have a tendency te
R stretch the relatively frail red assesbly as well as odjscemt mechanicsl
| linkages and theredy changing the everlgp setting. The clearance detweem the
, cap and the 1iak assemdly cam is epsily displaced by the s1ightest mevement }
of the link gssesbly and pressure is applied te the latch assembdly cansing :
this stretching,

either of the gears resalning uwp and lecked 1t 1o suggested *Ht izuediate

R[ 3. Siace these fallures are cemtimueus snd there is a grea! pessidility ef
! mepscies be tgkon te preveat thle fgilure,

' |
Yr |

(1)

U Lt f]

R Uy  ROUTNG S Qabows, 0 1w Cons omect 10 Cmamens St "Up
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U, B, ¥e. 45407; 13«15, ETlst Bemd. Sq. (L), Statiem A-55. Cex't,

RECOMMENDATION . .

A, That a bungee be lncerperated en the malz lending gear system of the A-26
type airplane similar te that exm the A«20 Type airvlane. This sheuld have
enough pressure em it te held the link assemdly maln landing gear retracting
until the cap en the latch assembly is clear of the cam and thus preventing

stretching of the red asscmdly and elimina‘ing the slipping ef the everlap
adjustmemt,

B, That a mamga) release fer lifting and bregkiz; the lecking effect o these
latck cap assemdlys e imsi.lled en ths maln landing gears of the A-26 type
alrcraft, This weuld assure a pesitive Leans of -°7-geslngz the ge . assemd'y

when either lecied up or dewnm,
(Wos W ZLHK,

Ty =, iomE, Ji.,
Captaln, Alr Corps,
Enginscring Officer,
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RESTRICTED . o2

HlAﬁQU&RTERB
= 416TH BOMBEARDLENT GROUP (L)
‘ Office of the Commanding Officer

AFPO 1&0. U, S. n.
21 Jenuary 1945%

SUBJECT: Transmittal of AAF Form 1l

O + Commending Geperal, 9th Eomberdment Division (M), APO 140,
U, 3. Army,

Transmitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 and inclosures (in quad-
ruplicate) on accident of Capta « Ssers in A-26B-20 aircreft

number 41-39210, 13 January 1

Captain, Air Corps,
Ad jutant,

F A\ -
.,g". \ b
b ] IN,

Inels
AAF Form 14 end inclosures (in guadruplicate)

360,33 1st Ind. BQ=14
HEADCUARTERS 9TH BOMBARIMENT DIVISION (M), APO 140, U, S. ARNY, 29 January 1945.
TO: Commanding General, Ninth Air Force, APO 696, U, S. Army.

Submitted in compliance with lemorandum 55-1, Hesdquarters Ninth Air Force,
dated 27 liovember 1944.

For the Commanding Gener

R 1
2

s C(l - :...;‘ .
C.C.VEGA, Jr., . 7
LT. COLONEL, A.

ADJUTANT GENERAL.
7 Inclss
Incl 1 = AAF Form 11.

-~

- &y -~ ~ 3
incl 2 - Statement, Cept, Sears, pilot.

Incl 3 - Statement, ¥/Sgt, Wells
Incl 4 = Stateront, CHO Nof "ett, Engineering Officer.
Inc]l 5 - Statement, T/Sgt. Gardiner, Crew Chief
incl € - Statement, Oupt, Theile
Incl 7 = UR L5-17 {79
/
-

-1-
RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

360.33 2rd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS NINTH AIR FORCE, APO 696, US Ammy, 3 February 15L5. y

TO: Chief; Flying Safety, Ammy Air Forces, Winston-Salem 1, North Carolina,
Repert and recommendation of Aircraft Accident Officer approved,
For the Commanding General:

S.V, HESLIN,
hJOI‘. AQG.D.’
7 Incls: (2 cys ea w/d) Asst Adj. Gen.
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GENERAL SERVPCES ADMINISTRATICN

NATIONALSARCHIVES AND RECORDSSERVICES

"+ WORLD_WARII RECORDS DIV ISION

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT AND
INCIDENT REPORTS

. 4

1941 THRU 1948

(Filed by Fiscol Year- Beginning | January |941)

DECLASSIFIED

DODDIR 5200 9, Sept 27,1958

NWD by g ;.NZWCO
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SECURITY AND SERVICES BRANCH

AGUMICRUFITeMING JOB NR D-482-10
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

MICROPHOTOGRAPHER'S REPORT
I. RECORDS OF (Name of agency and sub-division) BRIEF TITLE OF RECORDS

{3. FILM SERIES OR JOB NO. r REEL NO.

KTy ok

ARTS WI
ds- |-J2-36

|2

&,

Zi,

';s
g

7. ENDS WITH
g 1-15- 19

(8. STARTED . FINISHED 0. TOTAL WOURS Fio TOTAL IMAGES
- 6-Gob-] |- ]-w O |\" >&.§'a¥

12, PHOTOGRAPHED 8y (Simhnv‘ of camera operator)

p Do .4 :
\ﬁLd LA ~.\ = ] w'

13. REPORT APPROVID BY (Signature of supervisor and do&

FHISPAGE S PECLASSIFIEDHAW-EO+3326
1 111 J 1 ".'
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