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DESCERIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of aceident, loelude statement of responsibility and recommendsations for action to prevent repetition

The alrcraft returned from an operational mission and thne pillot was
unable to lower the landing gear by elfher normal or emergency measures.
The pilot attempted to pump the wneels down by use of tne hand hydraulic
pump but the pump wae not putting out any pressure., Upon pulling the
manually operated emergency release the wheels came down part way but
tne pllot wae unable to get them down and locked. . The pilot was advised
to proceed to tne North Sea and dump his bombs before attempting a
belly landing. The fuel supply wss adequate for the trip at tnis time,
The gasoline consumption was abrnormally hign for the distance flown,

The Committee hae been unable to determine the cause::. On the way to
the North Sea, the pilot noted tné high gas consumption and teld his
gunners to bail out since tne amdpunt of fuel left mignt mot be adequate
to permit the bombe to be drdpped an@ return to land.' - At'a polnt -
approximately 13 miles east of Clacton-on-Sea, both engines quit due

to lack of gasoline, and the pilot balled out.

Inclocure # l.~ Statement of FPilot.
Inclosure # 2 = Statement of Gunner,
Inclosure # 3 = Statement of Gunner,

lnglosure # 4 - Statement of Engineering Officer,
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I took off from AAF Station 170 on Baturday 4 March 1944 on
an operational miesion at 084v.

Tne ship was cnecked tanoroughly by my orew and myself prior
to tuke-off, and everytning was in perfect working order. During
tne flignt I saw no flak and my gunners did not report any flak
close enougn to damage tne alrcraft, However, upon returning to
the field at approximately 1100 hours, I found I had no hydraulic
pressure and I could not pulld up same with emergency pumpé pro=
vided., Conseguently, I could not lower my landing gear. After
having tried to lower gear by various means instructed by tower,

I asked for permiseion to belly land vecsuse I was low on .as. I
was refused permission ana instructed to follow another snlp out
over water and attempt to get rid of my pomb load, wnich was not
dropped vecause of bad weatner over target, However I failed to
drop my bombe pecause I could not open tne Bomp Bay Doors. At
approximately 1200 hours and still over water I ran out of gas and
pailed out, I had previously balied my crew out enroute from field
to cnannel. My exact position wnen I palled out wase not Known,

for I had no maps to determine same, .

The sulp that escorted me to channel called Alr Sea Rescue
and I wae picked up 13 miles off Ciacton, I had been in tne water
only about tnree or four minutee.

Ww1LLIAM B. OSTRANDER,
2nd Lt., Air Corps,

A TRUE COPX: ; :
JOHN G. NAFILER, : A
Major, Air Corps.

ilnecl. #41.



The fcllowing is my versicn of whxt he-:ered on Saturday, larch 4th, flying
in ship number (211)

Shertly after briefing, Lt. Ostrender and myeself pre-flighted the rufio, on
Inter-Com of the ship, a&nd found it in working condition. I then pre-flighted
tle turret and guns; found them in, what T theught at the tirme, to be in gned
cendition,

Toredictely after the toke-off, I tried tc commmunicate wiih the Tilot, At
this tire I found out cur Inter-Com, wes cut, I tried several times, and ways,
2ll toc nc avail,

After lescving the English Cosst, snd ac the formetion echeloned for the
purrose of test-firing the suns, I threw the pun-switch on &nd my right gun ran
away, I cut the switch &nd rechar~ed it; then turned the switeh on again., It
repes.ted. I then raised the covers on this gun, and ettemprted to fire the left aun,

T found, after charging it, thet it wovld not fire., After relecsing my flek-suit,
I tzok the back-plate from the left gun snd frond the trigzer bor reised and
the scloncid plunger under the trigger bar, T w28 n t able tc call the "ilot and
rotify him ebout this, T firally rut the left gun intn working order snd we con-
tinued on the mission. At no time, however, wzs T able t- comrunicate with the
Pilot, Lt, Cstrander.

Cn cur return te En.land, apd about ten minutes from the Base, the lower
gunrer attracted my attention bty mullirg on my leg, He mctiored me to come deown
out of the turret, As I climbed dewn, the firet thing I saw S/Sgt Binney's
parachite oren 2nd the folds laying on the floer, T then noticed why he had
called ne, The hydrsulic oil wue spreyirg in the h-ttom hatch, There was no way
T could fizure out to notify the Tilot, I tried sever:) times on the Inter-Com,
to no avail, We srrived &t Base, and m&de anp c-zraaek te land. I know that it
wee then thut the Pilot found ovt he couldn't kiek his landing geer, This
prcved futile., Ir the meuntime, I had S/Sgt Pin ey roll the hatch down in case
he decided to crash-land, Then &fter we crcssed the field, and he started to
climb, I felt sure thot we were going to have to parschute -ut, Several minutes
later, ard at atout three th-usand feet, the "Bail out" siimal bell went off. I
crawled out of the turret ard teld "'/Sgt Birrey *hat ®This is it", I think we
both were & bit excited, since his chute was ~pen., He was crouched over the hatch,
I yelled for him to jumpr and at the same time grabbed as much of his chute as
possible, I encouraged him cut with & slight bump of my knee a2nd then threw the
chute through the hatch after him. I then ®ached and mot my chute and elijnred
it on and then jumped through the hétch, I landed about 8ix miles MN,E, of Ipswich,
A Medica) Cfficer from the Martsilhem Air Base arrived shortly after &nd céerried
me, via Jeep, to that Base, He then notified the S5th Bomber Cormend &nd this
Station here. The last thet T eaw the plene, it wes headed East,

%i%éo
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STATEKENT

l, Got to plane before tuxiing tine, preflighted gun - locked C,F, As we
were taxiing, my command set went out, Tried to check inter-phone with other
gunner, heard him C.k., but he couldn't hear me, Co ldn't get Filot on call,

2., Over the Chenrel we test fired cur guns; cculd only zet one shot off
at a time. The oil buffer slot looked C.E. Couldn't find trouble. Nothing
else went wrong until we hit the coest of England again; when I saw hydraulic
fluid coming in through lower hatch., I thought it was gas. Tried to contact
pilot, but couldn't get him. I leaned back to signal upper gunner and motioned
him to coue down. When he came dcwn he motioned to my chute which had acei-
dentally oprened and then I s!owed him where the fluid wes coming in.

2. I guess the Pilot didn't know anything abrut 4t until he tried tu get
his wheels dcwm, Then he circled the field until everycne hud londed; then he
tried to shake his wheels dcwm,

L. After trying to get the wheels down, he sterted for the const. Then
thrcugh the inter-phone T heard scmethirng thet sounded like the signal to bajl
cut; which I figured to be bail ~ut; when 1 gave the signal, Ther I started
sheking like a leaf, thinking of the condition of my parachute, After & while
I stopred sheking, got disgusted znd I did not seem to care abont mnything.

5. A& little later I henrd the Tilot ssy ®Bail ~ut® and I heard ttree rings
of the bell, T wert to the edge of the hatch - S/Sgt Wileon gethered my silk

together, I went cut head first and Wilson gave a shove with his foot and
threw the silk out after me, The chite wis ri-ped, but it was not tco bad. I

landed in Ipswich,
IRVE%G BIN'EY,

S/SGT, 32912178,

~Inecl. #3.



630UTE EOMBARDVFNT SQUADRON (L)
A16TE "UMBARDMENT 5ROUP (L)
OFF1CE OF TIE ENCINEERING CFFICER

- e e e aa

AA™ Statlien 170
o ¥aroh 1044.

A=203-2% Alrplane, A.A.I, Numher 43-0214, wne in the best pos-
sible mechanicel condition prior to !ts cresk, BEoth emergency air
breke shuttle vnlve houslngs were cracked., Tals defect was being
cerriled on e "red cle.onel™, The emergency alr brake system hsd
been checked, and wos found to be functioni!ng properly. It was de-
cided that thils defect would not affect the eirplene performance.
This was the only known defect to have existed prior to its 2rash,

The hydrsaulic reservolr hsd teen checked, end filled with
fluld the day before its crash, 02r the prefli:ht inspection, the
morning of March 4, 1044, tke airplsne was found to bHe functloning
properly, enil waz masdy £or any miinion.

It hed beer reported on twe previous flipghts, that a fuel leak
exlsted in t 2 bomb-lsy tenk. As reported by the pilot, the fuel
weuld leak fror the homb-bay tank, flow +tn the rear of the homb-hey,
and from there enter the rear cockplt. It was also noted that on
both occasione tha tanks were ahout seventy-five (75) gallones of
fuel low, Zlos~ 1inspection by the squadron and group inspectors
dlsclosed no condition that would cause the fuel tank to leak. It
was decided thet when the tank was full, certaln rttitudes of f1li:ht
would cause £ certeln amount of fuel to syphon through the over=-
flow 1line. Tt was also declded that the airplane should not be
groundsd, but should be flown with approximately seventy-five (75)
z8llons of fuel less than its normal cepecity, On a test flight,
it was found thet 1t would not leask with this amount of fuel,

Prior to teke-off on mission on which subject airplane cracshed,
i1t was noted 1In Form 1A that there wss crproximately seventy=five
(75) gallons less fuel in the homb-bay tank.

G A i

JUVARLES ¥, STEWART,
lst Tt., Alr Corps,
“mzineering ~fficer,

Incl. #4.
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HSAD UARTSRS, NLVTH AIR PO'CH, A¥O 696, U. S. AdY, 24 March 1344,
Tag

Chief, Flyin- safety, Amiy Alr Forces, iinston-Salem !, lorth Carolina.

° Heport of Alreraft Accident Cormittee approved.

For the Cormandine Generanl:

i . R. BI-BART

o Lt. c"lo » AMr 'cﬂn'!ﬂ,
4 Incls: . : Asst. Adj. General.
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HEADQUARTERS
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEENTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (L
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

APO 638, U.8.A rmy
14  March 1944,

susuec: Transmittal of AAF Form 14, 24032
To : Commanding General, IX Bomber Command, AFO 638, U.8.
4 my. )
L 1. Tranemitted herewith is the AAF Form 14 (in quadrupli-

cate) on 2nd Lt. William B, Ostrander in A-20G-25> airplane,

army serial number 43-9214,

OnN M. BONURA,
1st Lt., Air Corps,
Acting Adjutant,

= N
4 Incla: ti_‘y"* _ -
AAF Form 14 and Inclosures (in quadruplicate).
36032 1st Ind. E=d=/
HEADOUANTERS IX BOVPER COMIAYD, APO €38, U, B. STHY, 2] Kareh 194/, -
™0 s Carmer 1 i Cener -1' Minth L' L 206, APC ".(_4(’ ?'. Ce -,‘.1-‘-"-_:». :
. .‘.i.'!"]';?r\;'.'f."(.': .
For the Cormer ‘ing Genersls

/' RICIARD €, L-J'J’I-"EP-S’
":"1!"\1“‘1’ .‘..'.I‘ .r:ﬁl";"s,
Ghief of Staff,
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