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DESCRPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of ruspn nendations for action to prevent repetition)

The pilot was properly clesred for landing, let down landing gear as he
turned on base leg, turned on approach leg and dropped full flaps.” Landed
nicely in first third of the runway, and after rolling along about 300 Ft.,
the left wing started dropping; the left propeller started knicking the runway,
80 the pilot cut off his switchesj the airplane left the runway about 600 Ft.
after the propeller touched the runway, and circled to the left about 80°,
coming-to a halt 300 Ft. to the left of the runway. The left main gear col-
lepsed.

The pilot states that the La iing Gear and Flap indicator showed wheels
down, and the green light was on,. He did not check the landing.gear warning
horn by pulling his throttles back. . t

As soon ae the left wing was raised, the left main gear dropped into pos-
ition and locked. It was found that the green light would not come on until
the locking device was approximately in the three-fourths locked position, which
would have kept the landing gear from folding up.

On examination, the left main landing gear retracting arm fitting was found
to have the rear portion broken off, and end of the piston of the left main land-
ing gear actuating cylinder was broken off,

_ CONGLUSIONS

It is the opinion of the committee that the accident was the result of the
followings - s

1. The fitting of the main landing gear retracting arm was possibly bent,
which did not allow the left main gear to completely lock down, end this fitting
and the end of the actuating cylinder piston was broken off in landing, as the
hydraulic pressure attempted to hold the left main gear down. In arriving at
this conelusion, it is presumed that the‘green light was not actually on, and
that the landing gear indicator was wrong in showing the gear down and locked.

: 2, ‘Pilot errar, in that had hé ‘checked the landing gear warning horm, and ,

it had warned him that his gear was not locked, that he could have stayed in the

__air, dropped his gear a number of times until he could definitely show that it
. would not lock.down, then he could have called the tower and received further inv
structions from group authorities,
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1. That more complete preflight inspections pe made.
2. That pilots check various mechanisms more completely when indicated,
thougn after so long a time, these procedures seem to become unnecessary.

“
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WALTER L. PURSLEY R ﬂ%

Major, Air Corps - t., Alr Corps
i mr, Aco. Committee’ m, ‘“omc.?‘-tm
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Date 3 November 1943
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STAT EMENT3

As I was landing, the green li:ht was showing, and 1 came in for a

normal landing. Hydraulic pressure was 0.K.
the left wing started to drop.

I landed and just after landing

It contimued to drop and veered to the left,

Icutjthomwheamdthaplmnorcdanistoppod. No one was hurt,

/s/ Wilfred C. Siggs
2nd Lt., Pilot.




STATE OF LOUISIANA )
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PARLISH OF CALCASIEU ) ;

AEELRAYLL

Before me, the undersigned autharity for administering oaths in cases :
of this character, did personally appear this date, 23 October 1943, one ‘
2nd Lt. wilfred C. Siggs, AC, ASN 0=747906, who being by me first duly
swarn according to law, deposes and says:

I took off at 1010 CWI on a routine training flight of air attack.
After cowpleting my mission I returned to the field, received landing in-
~ structions at approximately 1155 CAT, after which I proceeded for a normal |
landing, dropping my wheels as 1 turned on R e ]

i

My hydreulic pressure was all right. My warning signal light was
green, andvnapuxivhaeliniioator-haudv'hulatobadmm
locked. I visually checked them, also.

A8 I landed and had rolled approximately 100 Yds., my left wing |
started to drop. It contimued to drop, and I cut my switches and turned
my gas selectors off.

uy.ppro;chapoodmmlph.,;nilludodi.nthonﬂtthudof
the field, No one was injured, harm done only to the airplane. - .

i

.

‘Jurther Deponent sayethmot., .= ~ | -__W_Mh-l
gl

C. SIGGS ]

2nd Ltc, Alr Gdl‘pl
ASN 0-747906

Sworn and subseribed to before me this 23rd day of October, 1943, at Army
Air Fleld, Lake Charles, La.

Iris E. Carter
Notary Public

My commission expires with life,.
213
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Lake Charles, la.
3 November 1943

SUBJECT: aircraft Accident Report.

TO : Headjuarters, Flight Control Command, Army Air Forces,
finston-galem, North Carclina.

\ =

auanittaed nerewith is report of accident officer of accident in-

volving 2nd Lt. wWilfred C. Siggs, AC, ASK 0-747906, in A-‘OG-15 Airplane,

AF #42-54148, on 23 October 1943, at this stations i —————

For the Commanding Officer:

1 Incl. ‘
AAF Form'#14 & ;
with incls. v s
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Pilot's Name
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