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553RD BOVEARTMENT SQUADRON (1) A4F ._
3BETH SOLVBARDIENT GROUP (M) AAF L

Rfsmc’m AFO #140, U.S. ARMY

19 Cctober 19i4.

SUBJECT: Unit Eistory.

¢

: Comending Officer, 376th Bombardment Group (1), APO #140, U.S. ARLY,

In complisnce with letter 31L.7, Heedquerters I"intk Air Force, subject:

"Instructions for the Guidsnce of Historical Sectionc of Cormends" deted 4 Jenusry
1cLl, the following information is submitted covering the history of the 553rd Som-
berdment Squedron for the month of September 1544s

. Crgenizaticn: llegetive.

. Strength; 12€ Officers and 421 Inlisted llen.

. Dete of arrivsl et end of deperture from each station ccecupied in
ET0: XNegative.

losses in =cticn: liene.

iwerds eni decorstions esrned by officers esnd enlisted wen of this
orgenizetion during September ere es follows:

lo lerlo

o g

13th Cluster 11th Cluster 2nd SOLC 9th Cluster 8th Cluster

to ‘...I..'- tO Al:"‘ tO AQI.-- tO Al:l.'. tC A'A‘-.
No. Officers
earned award: 1 4 3 3 1
No. E. I
earned gwerd: 0 4 2 2 1
7ta Cluster 6th Cluster 1st SCLC ith Cluster
to A.M. to AJdle to A.N. o A-k.
llo. Cfficers
eerned awards: ¢ i | 1 9
No. . I,
eerned swerds: 2 1 L 3
3rd Cluster 2nd Cluster 1st Cluster Air ledal
to l:l':l to AI:U.I t’o &.:‘..
No. Cfficers .
eerned ewards 8 4 5 10
No. E. K. '
esrned swerds a3 1L 10 10

£. awerds end deccretions received by officers end enlisted men of this
orgenizetion per Hq IX Bomber Commend Generel Crderc gs followss:

Averds per Generel Order #175, deted 7 September 15L4:

gth Oek leef Cluster to A, - 2 Cfficers end 2 T.M.
B8tk Osek leaf Cluster to A.. = 1 Officer end 0 E.l.
7th Cek Ieaf Cluster to A.M. - 2 Cfficere end 1 E.X.
1st SCIC to A.Ys = 1 Officer end C E.l.

Lth Cek Leef Cluster to A.M. - O Officers =nd 1 :QESTR“;] ED
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Itr, subj: "Unit Eistory" dtd 19 Cet Lk, 553rd Pomb £q, (cont'd).

Averds per Jeneral Order 175, deted 7 September 1944, (cont'd).

3rd Cek Leef Cluster %o A.ll, - 2 Cfficers end 1 Inlisted lan.
2nd OCek Leaf Cluster to A.!. - 2 OCfficers end Z Enlisted I'en.
1st Ock leaf Cluster to A.ls = 2 Officers and 1 Inlisted len.
Air Vedel - 3 Officers end 8 “nlisted llen.

Purple Fearts Awerded per General Crder #17C, deted 1 Sertember 194L:

Purple Jicarts - 5 Officers end 1 ™mlisted Man.

e awards end deccrations received by cfficers end enlisted men of this

It

orgenizetion per lesdguerters IX DCIBARDIENT DIVISICH Generel Crders
gs followss

Awerds per Genersl Crder 3, deted 27 Septerber 19il:

Air Yedel - 3 Cfficers end 5 Tnlisted l‘en.
Importent events whick occurred throughout the month of September 1%L
in this Squedron sre sumerized es follows:

1 September 1¢4L

Attecking by flights, our plenec egein bowbed stronz neints et frest.
100C 1b. bombs were dropped with goo? to excellent results. The pilots
were Capts. ¥limovich, Lytle, =2nd l'eyers, leroy C., end Lts. Ruti,
Sentner, Henry, Guistwite. Cummings end Dillon.

3 September 19LL

Agein todey our planes bormberded Mridges et Drest iz sunpert cf mepping
up this German strong-peint. 10C0 1. boubs were dronped with geed to
exeellent results. There wes no enemy obposition. The pilets were

Ve jor Hoover, leeding the 2nd box, esnd lts. Dougless, Cumings, Fensler,
leyers, John H., Dismukes, Sentner, lerquis end Dillon.

£ Sentexmber 19Ll

Continuing the pounding of sunemy strong-roints at Brest, our plenes,
bombing by flights, dropped 1000 1b, bombs with feir to excellent re-
sulte, enccuntering no enemy ovpositicn. The pilots were Cepis. Iytle
end Adems end Ite. Sentner, Dillon, ‘eyers, Joln H., Swenson, Curmings,
Rutt and Dismukes.

¢ September 1SLL

™he mounting sttecks on strong-roints ot Irest continue. Cur plenes
dropped 100C 1t. hombs on these strong-points where the eneny ere still
holding cn. The results were excellent, end agein there wes no enemy
opposition. The pilcte were Cepts. lleyers, leroy C., end Adems, end lts.
Dismukes, Douzless, leyers, Jokn H., Sentner and Dillon.

il




‘Ltr, subj: "Unit Fistory" dtd 19 Oct LL. 553rd Bomb Sg, {(cont'd).

€ September 19LL

Lts. WinXlemen end Cummings slso piloted two of our plenes ir this morning's
mission.

Agein this afternocn cur plenes were dispetched o strong-points at Crest,
but due to asdverse weether conditions they ell returned without dropping
their bombs. The pilots were Cgpts. Xlimovich, lyvtle end Fugit, end lts.
llenry, Gocdwin, MNarguis, Winklemsn, Swenson snd PFansler.

Heving ccmpleted their oversees treining, the new A-2f plenes went out on
their first operaticnasl miscion ageinst the enemy this dete. Thirteen sir-
craft were dispetched snd thirteen zirceraft sttscked enemy strong-points st
Brest. There wes no enemy cpposition. 1000 1b. bombs were dropped with feir
to good results.

G September 1944

A lesflet mission wes dispetched, dronping lesflets on the following
enemy instelletions: Prest, Dunkirk, Cdleis, Ilulst, Fluching Fnocke
end Zciloo. Results were satisfactory.

1C September 194l

A-2¢ pircreft continue t. eir operetions egeinst the enemy by dropping
1000 1b. bomts on the bridge et Nancy. Results were feir to excellent.
lajor Burhenns led this A-2f mission.

Foret-de=Heye was the bbjective for the B-26 mission tedasy. Capt Fugit
led the formetion of 35 esttascking aircraft, with good to excellent re-
sults, dropping 100 1b. bombs. The pilots, including Capt Fuzit, were
Cept Klimovieh, ILts. Sentner, Goodwin, Henry, Swesnon, larguic end Fensler.

11 Septermber 1944

With ¥ejor Ferris lesding, the A=2€ pircreft ettecked letz, dropping 1000 1b.
bombs with good results. This wes the third operstionel mission for the A-2('s/

Agein this efterncon, the A-=Z('s were out, bombing Ieeuwerden. Good %o
excellent results were obteined. lajor Durhenne led thie formeticn of
12 gircreft which dropped 250 1lb. bombs.

etz fortifications were bombed by ocur 2-20G's todey. 100C 1lb. bombs were
dropped with feir to excellent results. The pilcots were l'ejor Hoover, Cept -
Iytle, end 1ts Dismukes, Winklemen, Douglass, Cumnings, lleyers, John H.,
Clevelend gnd lienry.

12 Septexber 194L

Torti icetions et Scheld were bombted by our A-26 girereft. 10CC0 1b, Lombs
were dropned with @od to excellent results.
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Ptr, subj: "Unit History®' dtd 15 Oct Lk, 553rd Zomb Sq, (cont'd).

12 Septercber 1944, (cont'd}.

226 pirerasft ettocked Scheld fortiiicetions, dropping 1C0C lb. bomts with
gocd to excellent results. The pilots were Lts Goodwin, Clevelend, Dillon,
Winklemen, Dougzlese, lerguis, Sentner, Swenson eand Ruse.

1) September 1%Ll

Strong points et Grest were tombed by cur A-2f eirereft todey. 1CCC 1D.
bombs were dropned with good to excellent results on these enemy positions.
Vejor Burhenne led this formetion of 11 eircraft.

r-zf aircreft went for strong points st Prest but due to sdverse westher
conditions, they failed to drop their bombs. The pilote were ligjor Hoover,
Cents lytle and Neyere, Leroy C., ond lts Royer, Ierris end Dillen.

16 Septexber 19!

B cellent results were cbteined by ocur A-2f aircreft es they dropped 100C lt.
tosbe on the Berzen-on-Zoocia Dike. This mission wes led Ly l'mjor Ferris.

1S September 19LL

Cur Be2¢ gireroft bombed the Duren mershelling yerds todsy. 25C lb. bombs
were dronped with excellent results. Cept Fugit led the 2nd box. The pi-
lots were Capis Fugit end lytle, end Lts Geodwin, Cummings, “inklemen, Herris,
Robert T., Rutt, Dougless znd Fensler.

Cur A-2% eirereft ettocked this seme terget todey, the Duren merchelling
yeris, They dropped 5CC lbe. bombs with gocd o sxeellent results.

23 Sevtember 1GL4

pur E-2f eirereft went out todsy to bemb the Venlo mershelling yerds; how-
ever, due to weather conditions, they could not drop their bombs. The pi=-
lots were Crpts Idimovieh end Lytle, end 1ts Henry, Peprre, Swenson, lLayers,
Jobn H., Merguis end Dillon.

29 September 1%L

#ith I'sjor Hoover lerding the formetion, our re2f girersft droppingz 271 1b.
torbs on Teberheim Drcgon Teeth with feir to excellent results. The nilots
were l'ejor loover, Cept Adems end lts finklemen, Rutt, Sentner, Clevelesnd,
Diszukes, Cuziings end Douglass.

30 Eeptember 1944
Thirtyesix D-2f eirersft were out tc bord the Arnhem Roed Pridge. 1k eir-
eraft Aropped their bombs with feir to excellent results, 22 eircreft dia

not bomb due tc bed weether. The pilots were Capt Mugit end Lte Quigley,
Meyers, Jobn ¥., Goodwin, Clevelsad, Dismkes, Dillon, Herriz, R.T, end Tiaklemen,
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}Hscell=aneous

lost of the vombings during the month of Seplember were in suppert of
ground troops. During this month cur squedron wes prenerings for the

move to Frence. On the 19th of September cur Advence Zchelon with

1t Fox in cherge end ten enlisted men deperted for Freuce by motor con-
voy. And on 26 September our edvence echelon with Capt Dugger in cherge
end Cept Feeting znd thirty-six enlisted men deperted for Frence by motor
convoy. On 27 September, eleven officers end ninety~four enlisted men
deperted by Cel7 type eirereft for Freuce., Cept Little was in cherge.

Cn 27 September our Be2f sircreft shuttled to Frence end beck cerrying
twelve officers end 15 enlisted men to Frence. Mour loeds of eguipment
were teken by C-47 to Frence. Lt Fodge end 1t Richerdson and their crews
were trensferred to the Zone of the Interior. Cegpt Heber and crew cane
beck from DS tc the Zone of the Interior. The following nemed pilots
with crews were assigned to this squedron during the month of Septeuber:
Its Herbinscn, Osvorn, Sumlin, Williems, snd Cepts Coleman end Trockhouse.
ILts Eeil, Christisnson, Sledsoe end Archbold slso jcined the orgenization
with their crews during the month of September. Three A=2E crews were
gssigned on 1Z September 194L. The pilots were Its Sutten, Eeinke end
Turner.

It Ruslender wes fetslly injured on 11 September 1G4l when Le was Lit
by the propeller of e E=Zf sircreft. I@e died on 13 September et Zengour
Hospitel.

Bombs dropped by our plenes during Septemler sre &s followss

Re2f Aircraft
Yo. Dropped Weisht of Sombs (1be).
252 1000 GoP.
208 ?50 GOP.
: 217 3100 GoPs

A=26 Aircreft

302 1000 GeP.
74 500 GoP,
143 250 GoP.

Cepte, Air Corps,
Executive Cfficer.
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