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HEADQUARTERS
FOUR HUNDRED SIXTEENTH BOMBARD MENT GROUP L
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

sumuect: Historical Data
TO , Commending General, ATmY Air Forces

1. The Four Hundred and Sixteentn(416th) Bombardment Group
Light was sctivated on 5 February, 1943, without personnel, at
will Rogers Field, Oklahoma. The authority for the orgenization
of this Group was conteined in General Oorders #3, Headquarters Army
Air base, Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma, dated 4 Februery, 1943.(see
A ibit J1) The components meking up the Group wewe the 668th,
669th, 670th and 671st Bombardment Sguadrons Light.

The original transfer of fifty-one (51) Officers and two
hundred and forty-one (241) Enlisted Men was made on 15 February,
1943. (see exhibit #2) The source of the cadre was the L6th Bomb-
ardment Group end units fpom Will Rogers Field; from Blythe, Calif.;
from Barksdale Field, La.; end @ number of men with considerable
overseas experience from the Third Air Force Replacement Center,
Plent Park, Florida. These key personnel weTs, in most cases,
soldiers of valuable experience, and their contributions were
especially large.

Until 15 February, all personnel were attached to thelr par-
ent organization for duty, ratiomns, and guarters. However, on
that date, the 46th Bombardment Group Light woved to the Norih
side of Will Rogers Field, leaving the South side to the 416th
Bombardment Group Light (further references will call it the 416th
Bomb Group(L) ).

The Group originally operated as 21 Operational Training
Unit under the TIL AiT Support Commend. Under the leadership of
its young and energetic Commanding Officer, Lt. Colonel Richard
D.Dick, the Group began to lay the foundation to cope with the
administrative and operational problems it would soon face. The
following Officers were assigned to the duties indicated:

Capt. Griffin R. Beattyessasses. Group Operations 0fficer

Cept. Warren J. COnel..c.ceoceecccs m  Surgeon

Capt. Williem P. Thom&S....cseeces n TIntelligence "

Capt. James W. Townsentessesessas Adjutant

24 Lt. Williem L. Kinneyeeseoee-s n Materiel
The four men who were selected to be Commanding Officers of the
four Squadrons had been together ever since their graduation
from Flying School. They had gained valuable experience while on
Desert meneuvers in California. They were:

Capt. John G. Napier......*......G.O. 668th

Capt. Robert F. PricececscsssesssslC.0. 669th

Capt. Raymond T. SchlensSerssssessl.00 670tk

Capt. David L. WilletTSesosssssadlels 67180
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